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Abstract:
Taking as its point of departure the growing body of work within sociology of childhood, or childhoods, and newly emerging insights within the sociology of sleep, this paper poses two closely related questions: what light can the sociology of sleep shed on childhood, and reciprocally, what light can the sociology of childhood shed on sleep? 

Thematic/schematic answers to these questions are proposed on the basis of a close re-reading of current research literature in these respective fields and findings from our own preliminary work on the negotiation of children’s sleeping arrangements (interpreted broadly to include both temporal and spatial issues) within families. 

The ‘doing’ of sleep/the negotiation of children’s sleeping arrangements, it is concluded, adds a further important dimension to questions regarding children’s own embodied agency, power and status across the public/private divide; questions which future research within the sociology of childhood is well placed to address. 
