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Recognition that contemporary communicable and non-communicable diseases cannot be contained by borders has led national and international health agencies to call for a global approach to population health threats. International endeavours towards convergence and harmonisation of population health strategies, such as the revised International Health Regulations and the WHO Tobacco Framework, will assist in the development of global strategies.  National population health laws however vary widely from state to state, and are premised on widely differing understandings of the balance between public good and private rights. This paper will address whether it is realistic to seek global solutions to health concerns in the absence of commonality of national population health laws and in the absence of a common global understanding of human rights.
