. FACE VALUE: THE POWER OF
IAGES AT APHRODISIAS

HOW DIGITAL RESOURCES CAN TRANSFORM
OUR UNDERSTANDING OF PALAEOGRAPHY




KEY QUESTIONS:

What elements of an inscriptions are available on
different media?

How do we record the process and criteria involved in
dating an inscription?

Is the process transparent or cohesive?

How do we represent (and attempt to reconcile)
contradictory information?



MAMA 437

Elpayoc ABnvayo-

pou To0 ABnvayopou
T00 Eupdyou Aloyevn-
G @IAOKaIoap Kai ApIag
Alovuaiou @ual o€
Adpa<ag>ToUu

100 MOAwvocg OAuvTTIAC
TOV Kiova Bed AppodiTn
Kal T dNUW.

MAMA 438

E0paxoc ABnva-
yopou 100 ABnvayo-
pou 100 Eupdyou Al-
OYEVNG PIAOKAITAP
Kai Ayuiac Aiovuai-
ou Qual 6¢ AdpaaTou
100 MAAwvog OAuv-
TTIAC TOV Kiova Bed
A@pPodiTn Kai TW
ONUW.




MAMA 437

Elpayoc ABnvayo-

pou To0 ABnvayopou
T00 Eupayou Aloyévn-
C QINOKaITOpP Kai AUIAC
Alovuaiou @ual o€
Adpa<a>Tou

100 MOAwvocg OAuvTTIaC
TOV Kiova Bt AppodiTn
Kal T dNUW.

MAMA 438

EOpaxoc ABnva-
yopou 100 ABnvayo-
pou 100 Eupdyou Al-
OYEVNG PIAOKAITAP
Kai Ayuiac Aiovuai-
ou Qual 6¢ AdpaaTou
100 MAAwvog OAuv-
TTIAC TOV Kiova Bed
A@pPodiTn Kai TR
ONpW.
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r=. Column dedication by Eumachos and Amias

Description: White marble tabella ansata (W. 0.71 x H. 0.42) cut on fluted column.
Text: Cut on the second drum from the base of the column.

Letters: 0.02-0.03

—

Date: Early first century A.D. (lettering, context, prosopography)

Findspot: Temple/Church: 7th column from west end of north colonnade
Original Location: Temple/Church findspot.
Last recorded location: Findspot

History of discovery: Noted in 1705 by Picenini (10102, 20) and Sherard (10101, 12); copied by Deering (B, no.33); copied by Bailie; copied by Le Bas; recorded by KBR (no notebook entry); recorded
by Gaudin {181); recorded by the NYU expedition.

Bibliography: Published by Bailie, 68; by Waddington, from Le Bas, LBW 590; by Reinach, from Gaudin, 123; by Cormack, from the MAMA records, 437, whence McCabe PHI Aphrodisias + 1 108.

Text constituted from: Preliminary transcription (Reynolds); publications; Gaudin's squeeze This edition Roueché and Bodard (2007).

Edition  Diplomatic  Epidoc (xML) [Conventions][Font help]

Elpayog ABnvayo-
pou Tol ABnvaydpou
100 Elpdyou Mioyevn-
¢ Gihokmoap kai Apag v.

5  Movugiou pio 58 ABpa<a=Tou
1ol Méhwvog OAvvmag
Tov kiova Beg Appoditp
Kai T Afuw vacat

Translation:
Eumachos Diogenes son of Athenagoras the son of Athenagoras the son of Eumachos, (entitled) Friend of Caesar, and Amias Olympias, daughter of Dionysios, by birth of Adrastos, the son of Molon
(dedicated) the column for the goddess Aphrodite and the People.

Commentary:

——

One of the group of column dedications from the Temple of Aphrodite: 1.4 (=MAMA 437), 1.5 (=MAMA 438), 1.6 (=Reinach 122), 1.7 {=MAMA 450), 1.8 (=KRC 37+); discussed by Reynolds, 'Inscriptions
and the Building of the Temple', Aphrodisias Papers (Ann Arbor, 1990), 37-40, 38; see zlso Reynolds, 'The first known Aphrodisian to hold a procuratorship', Steine und Wege (Vienna, 1999), 327-334, 334,
C.1.
Photographs:

Face (1973) Face (2005) Column (1976)

| Face (2005)

Representations:

Deering
notebook 8




COMPARISON OF PUBLISHED TEXT: I.

APH 1.4
MAMA 437 \Aph 1.4,
Slenes MeqeEer EUpayog ABnvayo-

pou To0 ABnvayopou
T00 Eupdyou Aloyevn-
¢ PIANOKaIoap Kai AIAC
Alovuaiou @ual o€
Adpa<a>Tou

100 MOAwvog OAuvTTIAC
TOV Kiova Bed&t A@podiTn
Kal T ONuw.

pou To0 ABnvayopou
100 Eupayou Aloyevn-
¢ QiIAoKalgap Kai AUIGg V.




PHOTOGRAPH OF |IAPH 1.4
DATED BY: CONTEXT, PROSOPOGRAPHY, & LETTERING
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of letters are also
apparent (e.qg)
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COMPARISON OF TEXTS: MAMA 438 &

I.LAPH 1.5
MAMA 438 IAph 1.5.
Elpayog Aénva- EGpaxog Aénva-
yopou 100 ABnvayo- YOopou IOU’AG’HVGVO-
pou 100 Eupayou Al- pou ToU Eupayou Al-
oVEVNC PINOKAITAP oyevng PiAokaioap




PHOTOGRAPH OF [.APH 1.5
DATED BY CONTEXT, PROSOPOGRAPHY & LETTERING(?)

¥ ] v r 1

-
¥ el

Letter sizes are
More regular
throughout

Stylistic elements:
Circular Omega
with double serif.
Standard rho.
Letters more square
Carving: Deep serifs,
Light curve strokes



|.LAPH 1.174: HADRIANIC BUILDING
DEDICATION FROM THE TEMPLE

Stylistic similarities: Circular omega

Most regular and angular forms

Carving: Lighter carving of strokes in contrast with deeper heavier
Serifs.

Organisation: beautifully arranged.



|.LAPH 1.6: APOOR COPY?

|APh 1.6.

Elpaxoc ABnvayo-
pou To0 ABnvayopou
100 Evpayou Aloye-
New mistake: reduplication {veélvnc PIAOKaIgap Kai
Old Mistake from |.Aph 1.4

New omissions of letters

New mistake: reduplication




PHOTOGRAPHS OF [LAPH 1.6
DATED BY CONTEXT AND PROSOPOGRAPHY
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HOW COULD WE IMPROVE OUR USE OF
L APH AS A RESOURCE

 Provide clear definitions of the dating criteria (e.g.
context, lettering, prosopography) that are being used.

* Provide a case study to illustrate how the dating criteria
are applied, and what difficulties arise in the process.

* Provide a basic chart of letters as well as observations
about decorative elements and textual organisation
(ordinatio) with links to sample inscriptions.

* Weblinks to further contextual information (in this case,
archaeological information is available on the NYU
website).



