The Republic of Kiribati is a Pacific Island nation composed of 33 atolls and reef islands.

Its capital city is South Tarawa. Kiribati is known for its rich marine biodiversity and

traditional Micronesian culture. It is one of the world’s lowest-lying_countries and is
y_endangered by climate change, particularly by rising sea levels.

Legal & Economic:

e Loss of territory: Rising sea levels threaten
Kiribati’s sovereignty and legal status as a state.

¢ Risk EEZ: If the land becomes uninhabitable, the
nation may lose its rights over its EEZ.

¢ "Polluter Pays" Principle: Major emitters should
compensate vulnerable nations.

o Paris _Agreement: Commitment to support
Kiribati, but financial aid has been inconsistent.

* Lack of legal recognition: International law does

Physical & Mental Health:
¢ Risk of waterborne diseases.
¢ Food insecurity: Malnutrition and diabetes.
¢ Mental health: Anxiety due to the loss of home.
¢ Identity crisis: Emotional, cultural
disconnection.
Uncertainty: Psychological distress.

Physical displacement
e Relocation ?

Cultural dislocation

not provide legal protection for climate refugees.

. SOLUTION: Investment on digital services and renewable energy.

o Welfare and absence of job opportunities abroad.
"8 _ SOLUTION: Higher education scholarships and vocational training.

)

o Challenges for statehood and sovereignty under the Montevideo Convention.
_ SOLUTION: Establish deterritorialized statehood to maintain legal recognition.

e UNCLOS threatens its EEZ rights, restricting marine resources & absence of protection for climate migrants.
. SOLUTION: Secure EEZ rights for displaced populations (economic resources) & larger refugee definitions.

o Weak legal accountability for climate damage due to poor enforcement of the Polluter Pays Principle and unreliable
finance.
. SOLUTION: Legal action against polluters, climate adaptation rights, stronger finance commitments.
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¢ Rising.sea levels endanger Kiribiati’s existence as a nation-state. /

¢ Global cooperation is needed !!!
- SOLUTION: Regional & International action (cooperation with Australia, Japan and Pacific forums). :
- SOLUTION: Sustainable & Inclusive adaptation. a e Ty -
= SOLUTION: Youth & Community leadership (intergenerational knowledge-sharing, local governance). "
= SOLUTION: Education & Capacity building (long-term, locally dr

:h ’ = > .- . e N

iven solutions).

Rising sea levels cause soil salinisation.

Increased reliance on imported, processed food.

. SOLUTION: SeepCat technology prevents saltwater invading fresh groundwater.
. SOLUTION: Community organising for sharing sustainable farming skills.
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