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Abstract

Ahhough feminist sotology of the past forty years bas
daone much to lluminate the changing practices, expen
ences and expectations of motherhood, the phenceme
man of fatherhood is admewdedged to be far less shadied
{Barclay and Lupkon. | 999). Recent comributions save
adumbrated the =ffeces of the dhanging socal and emo=
tional kindscape i which mes become fathers the in=
creasing partcipation of women in the workplacs: an in-
creasing expectation that men should be more imsobed
n their chilcren’s lves {OFBrien and Shemie, 2003, But
few researchers have specifically addressed the period of
tranginion a5 men adust © and prepane for faoherhond
for the first ime: fr less how this & eepenienced by
young men. This seudy contributes oo filing the gap by
wrending Tiea Miller's esaminacion (2005) of the rarma-
tiwes which new parenes draw om as they po aboun creat-

ng sense and meanng e ther lves.

The prabmimry lindisge s the mid-peint [Ooabes
00T in this six meonth Iengtucding! stedy suggest that
papulse dicourses of the feckbss teerage lither are
sispslaced and that the process of traseitian mckedas rec-
ancilistion Ba new resporsibiltis and ayles of lieg,
avan sackesent sboul esterng B nee plase of Ha,
Thass responsibiitiig are invarably sxpreeed i inviru-
mwnkal - earning encagh money: providing Teancaly
produciing - ratkar thas relaticnal ar alective, which are
zeun ba be the levole partrercs srea ol expertine. De-
1;-!:- hes hiirly narmatie sttiudes, insracticns with

mily terced ta hawe bees seequal
g with sttestion Tocused on the methes
ELL S mph:ll saprciabion that the fathers would not be
nberested in the pregrancy,  Edecaboeal ingnbves and
supprt from statetory agerces i ko overwhelmingly

chrctec at mathere

These themes will b oplored n the postratal inber-
wiews oo be condected ower the coming months and
then written up as my enderpraduate disseration s so=

ciology.

In ke=ping with the small scale of this
research project, the design err\-ln,ged
the: recratmest of a group of five
thers-to-be from the Swindon dewfur\d areas by snow
tall sampling. After numerous fruitless atbermpes to find 2z
beast one initial participare from: publicity materials disoribe
uted physically as fandbills and lecoronically on the: inters
niet, | approached the: Teenage Pregnancy Advisor at Swin.
don Primary Care Trust for belp and wes referred w Ll
Too Tralning. a privately owned organiser of traineg pro-
grammes for teenage parents workisg under contracs to
local health and soonl servces. Sgnificanaly their willng-
ness 1o act 3 a ‘getekesper’ and represene the research 1o
their cieses resubed in saccessiul recrurment.

Methodology

| mex the participants for loosely strec
tured qualitoiive imberviews prior to the
birthes of their children. and plan to repeat these postra
ally. Expecung them to be somewhat reticent about dis
owsaing the intimace demibs of their lees and emaotions, |
was surprised hat the inberwisws often overran the allo-
cated time, and seamed o be used by the precigants as a
rare opporunity w @lk and be lsened w uncriccalle
Many questions about the nature of the research refaion-
ship and the epstemology of qualittive interviewing hawss
arsen for me as a result of chs, which | hope 1o explore
moie fully in the write up

] don't really see, like, obviously we're (ke 50 young but [ don't see
why we should be looked down on because,.. we're doing the right

thing...”

James, 18

“Co [(being evicted from the flat] put 3 ot of weight on my shoulders,
and my heart as well. But ] thought right, if we're gonhha do this,
we're ganha have o just puy somewhere. (38t 3 mortZage. (et that
guaramteed place o live, and then we Can do what we warrt with i,
and there’s no ohe Saying ¥ou Can™ have Kids, You Can't have pets, you
Can't do this, you Can't do that. You Can't paltt the walls.”

“Tell, it helps you...

Dan, 2¢

it makes you |ike 3 ot happier, and like, It's all
g0hha be a different experience For me

ahd all that, ahd it helps you

think a lot Clearer as wel| cos T've only got two things to think about

now and that’s Micki and the baby.”

Reforences

Jason, 16
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Summary of preliminary
findings

o Mary of e participants Tirst axperiances of astend-
ing antenatal healthcars appordmests ol been nega-
Eren, lavieg thein lemlieg margealived ard judped by
prefeoianly,. Cubural rep L ol almesd or
uniftaredin] young Bhers are dificull 16 daledps.

A the preeetal stage, yeung mes tend Lo interprat -
ehirbaad n instrursensal, rsher than afectie oF -
lagioral erms, offen menbosing a semes of repoesi-
biby for praviding and profecing in a way Bat ress-
nates with traditional modes of fetherieg. I well be
interusting to ses whethe: these aiudes periat al-
ter hirth

For iy the wxperion of Becaming a fthar ales
a charce to ‘grow up’ and Tecome a raey, wath an of-
ter mxphot repection of former behasowr ke poor
diet, drup-takng or peity crime.

Mext steps

Complete the postratal ine s

+  'W¥nibe up research findings as wedergraduate desertas
won i Sockalogy.

Pricen fisdings oo 2 mestieg < the mesearch parric-
pamits and U-Too Training.
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