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The Midlands Graduate School is an accredited Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 
Doctoral Training Partnership (DTP). One of 14 such partnerships in the UK, the Midlands Graduate 
School is a collaboration between the University of Warwick, Aston University, University of 
Birmingham, University of Leicester, Loughborough University and the University of Nottingham.  

The School of Museum Studies (SMS), University of Leicester, as part of Midlands Graduate School 
is now inviting applications for an ESRC Doctoral Studentship in association with our collaborative 
partner the University of Oxford Gardens, Libraries and Museums (GLAM), to commence in 
October 2021. 

This project will examine the emerging professional practice of culture-led wellbeing. GLAM has an 
established portfolio of innovative health and wellbeing programmes embedded in strategic plans, 
using collections from across its venues (Bodleian Libraries, Oxford Botanic Garden and 
Arboretum, Ashmolean Museum, History of Science Museum, Museum of Natural History and Pitt 
Rivers Museum). This collaborative PhD will work with GLAM staff to support this activity, and the 
aims of the research are: 

- To conduct an in-depth exploration of GLAM staff views on their emerging roles and skill sets 
in relation to health and wellbeing activity. 

- To produce recommendations for organisational change for cultural organisations seeking to 
embed this practice.  

- To develop training for the cultural, heritage and healthcare sectors for wellbeing-focused 
practice and careers.  

The research will adopt a qualitative, action-research methodology, with the opportunity to select 
a number of venues for in-depth research while based in Oxford. Through the PhD, the student 
will develop expertise in theories of museum practice, wellbeing and social work. Collaborative 
outputs will include writing internal and external recommendations, and the student will be 
supported to develop training for the sector.  

The project will be supervised by Professor Richard Sandell and Dr Nuala Morse, School of 
Museum Studies, University of Leicester, and by Lucy Shaw, Head of Partnerships and 



Programmes at GLAM and Susan McCormack, Director of Public Engagement, Ashmolean 
Museum  

The successful applicant will have access to GLAM resources and training, alongside academic 
development activities and methods training at the University of Leicester.  

We want to encourage the widest range of potential candidates and are committed to welcoming 
applicants from different backgrounds and different disciplines. The project will suit a student or a 
culture/healthcare practitioner who is interested in creative practice at the crossover between 
health, social care and culture. 

Application Process 

To be considered for this PhD, please complete the Collaborative Studentship application form 
available online here and a CV, and email this to Christine Cheesman, Postgraduate Administrator, 
cmc17@leicester.ac.uk. Shortlisted applicants will also be required to provide two references and 
a sample of writing. 

Application deadline: Friday 5th March, noon 

Online interviews with shortlisted candidates will take place on the 15th March  

Midlands Graduate School ESRC DTP  

Our ESRC studentships cover fees at the home rate, a maintenance stipend, and extensive support 
for research training, as well as research activity support grants. Support is available to both home 
and international applicants. For further details, visit: www.mgsdtp.ac.uk/studentships/eligibility/. 

Informal enquiries about the research or the School of Museum Studies prior to application can be 
directed to Dr Nuala Morse, nuala.morse@leicester.ac.uk


