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Midlands Graduate School Newsletter – February 2026

If you have any items that you would like us to include in the next newsletter, please send them to esrcdtp@warwick.ac.uk and mark the subject ‘Newsletter Item’. 
[image: Celebrating and supporting our community during Ramadan | University of  Westminster]
Ramadan Mubarak to all celebrating this month! 

MGS News and Events

· MGS Conference 2026 – Call for Papers
· Stipend rate for 2026/27
· How to Publish and Market a Book
· DTP Student Successes

Calls for Papers

· Oxford Graduate Inequality Review: Call for submissions
· Call for Papers: (Re)fashioning women’s leisure: image, material and place, 1850-present
· Sentio Journal Issue 8 - Call For Papers & Reviewers

Training Opportunities at other ESRC DTPs

· Training available through the White Rose DTP
· Applying for Your First Research Grant: Practical Advice for Post-PhD Funding
· Creative Methods Experimentation #2: Research-Creation, Propositions, and Transdisciplinary Failures
· Creative Methods Experimentation #3: Digital-Sensory Methods
· Training available through the South East Doctoral Training Arc
· Training Module: Bayesian Statistics (Cambridge Research Methods) 

Other Training and Events

· Climate Change - Rebuilding the Consensus and Changing the Narrative
· Neurodivergent Camouflaging Symposium Day Event
· Report Launch: Non-Religious Asylum Claims in the UK
· Protecting Wellbeing When Working with Distressing Topics and Content
· CLOSER's new short courses for research students and ECRs
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MGS Conference 2026 – Call for Papers

MGS2026 is here, and we warmly invite you to participate! This year, the Conference is taking place at the University of Nottingham on the 24 June 2026. This is a great opportunity for students across the MGS consortium to not only present their research but also see how the Social Sciences and Humanities advance our society. 

This conference aims to share new and pioneering research, across a range of social sciences and humanities, that shares the goal of improving the well-being, quality of life, and opportunities available to both individuals and societies. 

Contributions are welcomed that engage with past, present, and future perspectives on social, cultural, political, and economic change. There is a particular interest in receiving abstracts which include innovative research methods or ideas that aim to overcome the barriers to participating in, accessing and disseminating research. 

Please submit your abstracts here, by 17:00 (GMT) on 27 March 2026. If you would like to attend, but not present, please fill this Event Registration form! 

If you have any questions, you can visit the website MGS Conference 2026 or email mgsconference26@gmail.com.

Stipend rate for 2026/27

UKRI have published the stipend rate which will take effect from 1st October 2026. The new rate will be £21,805.

How to Publish and Market a Book

On 17 April 2026 Nottingham Trent University will be hosting a day-long event aimed at providing you with information and guidance about how to publish and market a book.  

Including talks on: transforming your PhD thesis into a book manuscript, securing a book contract, the stages of book publication (which can be quite complex!), and how to market your book, the goal here is to demystify this process whilst giving you a chance to ask questions. The talks will be given both by academics with lots of experience writing and publishing books, book series editors, and also by representatives from leading publishing houses.  There will also be plenty of networking time and a lunch. 
 
We are limited in space so please sign up using the brief registration form as soon as possible.  

Please only sign-up for this event if you are confident that you will be able to attend.  We will be ordering food for attendees and have only limited space so it is important that our numbers are accurate. 

Any questions, please contact: Nicholas Morton (nicholas.morton@ntu.ac.uk).

[bookmark: _DTP_Student_Successes_2]DTP Student Successes

This section of the monthly MGS newsletter celebrates the successes of our funded students. This can include news about thesis submission, jobs, publications, anything you would like to share! If you would like to be featured in one of the newsletters, please contact either your local DTP administrator or esrcdtp@warwick.ac.uk directly. 

This month, we would like to congratulate:	Comment by Skelhorn-French, Ashleigh: Please have a quick scroll through LinkedIn before you send to see if any of our other students have posted anything that could be added here - thesis submission, viva, jobs, etc
· Robin Strueber (Management & Business Studies, University of Birmingham), who has accepted the position of Lecturer in Social Entrepreneurship at The Open University.
· Stefano Pagin Paredes de Abreu (Human Geography, University of Leicester), who has submitted his thesis.
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Oxford Graduate Inequality Review: Call for submissions (journal and blog)
 
We are pleased to invite submissions to the Oxford Graduate Inequality Review (GIR) journal to be published in Summer 2026. We welcome original and thought-provoking submissions on any topic related to inequality. This publication is open to members of the University of Oxford and beyond. We encourage early career researchers, graduate students, and practitioners to submit. Please feel free to share this invitation with your network. We look forward to reading your work.
 
Submission formats
· Academic articles (up to 3,500 words)
· Perspectives pieces (up to 1,200 words)
 
Submissions are subject to review by experts and scholars (double-blind) to ensure quality and rigour.

Deadline: 8 March 2026, 23:59 (UK time)
Submission details: http://bit.ly/vol5submit

We also welcome contributions to the GIR Blog, including articles, opinion pieces, and reviews (books, articles, documentaries, films) engaging with inequality, discrimination, and social injustice.
For more information: GIR Blog Style Guide - GRADUATE INEQUALITY REVIEW
 
For inquiries: please email gir@spi.ox.ac.uk.
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Please see the attached Call for Papers for a conference taking place at De Montfort University on 25 June 2026.

Deadline Monday 16 March. Decisions will be communicated on Monday 13 April.

Sentio Journal Issue 8 - Call For Papers & Reviewers
 
Sentio Journal is now accepting submissions for articles, reviews, and reflections along the theme of “Social Sciences Futures” until 31 May 2026!  

We are also seeking peer reviewers to review submissions along the theme until 31 May 2026! 
 
Departing from the traditional structure of a journal, Sentio publishes work across 3 sections:
· Articles (1500-4000 words)​​​​
· Traditional articles that present empirical research findings, philosophical or theoretical discussion, early-stage ideas, or summaries of doctoral thesis chapters
· Features (1000-2000 words)
· Commentaries on recent debates, reviews, or interviews
· Reflections (500-1500 words)
· Brief moments of lived experience across all stages of research and aspects of life and work as a researcher

For full details, please see both attached calls for papers and reviewers, or our website: www.sentiojournal.uk. If you know anyone who may be interested in submitting to, or reviewing for Sentio Journal, please forward this email to them including the attachments.
 
Any questions can be directed to sentio@senss-dtp.ac.uk or r.k.gill@pgr.reading.ac.uk.
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Please see below for details of several online training sessions available to ESRC DTP-funded students.

Applying for Your First Research Grant: Practical Advice for Post-PhD Funding
Tuesday 3 March 2026 | 13:00-14:30 | Online

This session will include: An introduction to the research grant funding landscape (focusing mainly on Research Council and charity funding); practical tips when applying for your first research grant; understanding what funding bodies are looking for; and hearing from an ECR about their own experiences of applying for funding.

Book via Eventbrite

Creative Methods Experimentation #2: Research-Creation, Propositions, and Transdisciplinary Failures
Thursday 5 March 2026 | 10:00-11:30 | Online

This session (introducing the practice of research-creation) is part of a series of three standalone sessions offering postgraduate researchers the opportunity to engage with leading experts who are pushing the boundaries of qualitative inquiry through creativity, innovation, and collaboration.

Book via Eventbrite

Creative Methods Experimentation #3: Digital-Sensory Methods
Thursday 26 March 2026 | 10:00-11:30 | Online

This session (exploring the potential of digital-sensory methods in social research) is part of a series of three standalone sessions offering postgraduate researchers the opportunity to engage with leading experts who are pushing the boundaries of qualitative inquiry through creativity, innovation, and collaboration.

Book via Eventbrite
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The South East Doctoral Training Arc has opened up a number of online training sessions across the country, exclusively for ESRC DTP-funded students:

· Introduction to eye tracking for the social sciences (17, 19, 24, 26 March)
· Embracing the Imposter Mindset – An ECR Masterclass (23 April)
· Policy Report (Research Retold) (6 May)

Please see the attached for details of the sessions and instructions on how to sign up.

Training Module: Bayesian Statistics (Cambridge Research Methods) 

Overview: The purpose of this course is to familiarise students with the basic concepts of Bayesian theory. It is designed to provide an introduction to the principles, methods, and applications of Bayesian statistics. Bayesian statistics offers a powerful framework for data analysis and inference, allowing for the incorporation of prior knowledge and uncertainty in a coherent and systematic manner. Throughout this course, we will cover key concepts such as Bayes’ theorem, prior and posterior distributions, likelihood functions, and the fundamental differences between Bayesian and frequentist approaches. You will learn to formulate and estimate statistical models, update beliefs using new data, and make informed decisions based on the posterior probabilities generated through Bayesian inference. By the end of this course, you will possess the necessary skills to perform Bayesian data analysis, interpret results, and apply Bayesian methods in various contexts. 

When: Sessions are taking place across Wednesday 6 May and Wednesday 13 May. 

How to book: Book using this short form to be allocated a free place. Please do not use the booking information on the website. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 

Further information available here, and if you have any questions, please get in touch at training@cam-dtp.ac.uk.
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Climate Change - Rebuilding the Consensus and Changing the Narrative
Friday 13 March 2026 | 12:30 – 16:00 | University of Warwick

Why have climate change politics got so divisive? What could change the narrative?

In the context of increasing political attacks on the UK’s net zero target and divisive party divides over climate change, this half-day conference, organised by the PAIS Environmental Politics Cluster, will provide a deep dive into climate politics in the UK.

Across two expert-led session we will debate why the politics of climate change have become so divisive in recent years in the UK and how the narrative surrounding this issue could be changed.

For full details, including the schedule for the day and the registration link, please visit the Eventbrite page.

Report Launch: Non-Religious Asylum Claims in the UK

ESRC Postdoctoral Fellow Dr Lucy Potter is delighted to invite you to the launch of her new report exploring non-religious asylum claims in the UK. Drawing on the lived experiences of refugees who have left their religion, this research examines how these journeys intersect with credibility assessments, decision-making processes, and the broader challenges of navigating the UK asylum system.

The findings offer fresh empirical evidence designed to inform both academic discourse and practical policy recommendations.

While this may be of particular interest to those working in migration, human rights, and asylum law, the session will also be valuable for anyone interested in:

1. Knowledge Exchange: Disseminating research to non-academic audiences.
1. Policy: Translating complex findings into actionable policy recommendations.
1. Pathways to Impact: Creating meaningful real-world change through research.

Event details:
📍Online Event
📅March 24th, 1-2.30pm GMT
➡️Register here.
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We are very pleased to announce a One-day Neurodivergent Camouflaging Symposium.

You can find more information and an Eventbrite booking link here https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/1980069485132?aff=oddtdtcreator
 
The Neurodivergent Camouflaging Symposium day will be held on Thursday 30 April 2026, in person at the University of Birmingham from 10:00am - 4:00pm. 

Travel expenses are available to support attendance via use of the RTSG budget for MGS students. 

Protecting Wellbeing When Working with Distressing Topics and Content

Centre-UB’s new CPD course for those exposed to distressing topics or content through their work/studies is now live on FutureLearn. It costs £100 through FutureLearn but MGS students could make a RTSG application to covering the costs of attending. If you're interested in this, please email cpd-centreub@contacts.bham.ac.uk . There is more information about the course, plus an introductory video, at their website: https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/short-courses/life-and-environmental-sciences/protecting-wellbeing-when-working-with-distressing-topics-and-content.

[bookmark: _NNEdPro_Summer_School_1][bookmark: _2026_Warwick_Summer][bookmark: _CLOSER's_new_short]CLOSER's new short courses for research students and ECRs

‘An Introduction to Research Data, Metadata and the FAIR Principles’ is a self-guided course, available for free via the UCL Extend platform – UCL’s public-facing online learning platform available to anyone, not just UCL affiliates. The course introduces the role of data in research and explores the value of metadata in both primary and secondary research data through the application of the professionally recognised FAIR principles: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable.

This course is particularly relevant for students and early career researchers (ECRs) working with research data who are seeking a beginner-friendly introduction to the topic.
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Best wishes,

The Midlands Graduate School ESRC DTP Team
Aston University
University of Birmingham
De Montfort University
University of Leicester
Loughborough University
University of Nottingham
Nottingham Trent University
University of Warwick

www.mgsdtp.ac.uk
Follow us on Twitter @mgsesrcdtp
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