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Midlands Graduate School Newsletter – January 2026

If you have any items that you would like us to include in the next newsletter, please send them to esrcdtp@warwick.ac.uk and mark the subject ‘Newsletter Item’. 

· MGS Writing Retreat 2026
· MGS Conference 2026 – Call for Papers
· Save the Date! How to Publish and Market a Book
· Protecting Wellbeing When Working with Distressing Topics and Content
· Training available through the South East Doctoral Training Arc (an ESRC DTP)
· Datafication of Historical Sources with AI: a Practical Workshop
· White Rose DTP Training Events
· Millennium Cohort Study at age 23: explore the new data 
· South Coast DTP Residential: Ethics in Transnational Research
· Climate Change - Rebuilding the Consensus and Changing the Narrative
· Neurodivergent Camouflaging Symposium Day Event
· NNEdPro Summer School in Applied Human Nutrition
· Warwick Advanced Ethnographic Methods (PhD/ECR Training Module) 2026
· 2026 Warwick Summer School on Practice and Process Studies
· CLOSER's new short courses for research students and ECRs
· UK Government’s Open Innovation Team Placements
· DTP Student Successes
[bookmark: _DTP_Offices_–][bookmark: _UKRI_Stipend_Rate][bookmark: _MGS_Student_Conference][bookmark: _End_of_Year][bookmark: _Welcome_to_our][bookmark: _ESRC_Postdoctoral_Fellowships_1][bookmark: _MGS_Writing_Retreat][bookmark: _2025/26_Stipend_Rate][bookmark: _MGS_Conference_2025][bookmark: _MGS_PhD_Experiences][bookmark: _Hlk75524571]
[bookmark: _Goodbye_from_Imogen][bookmark: _MGS_Mentoring_Scheme]If you aren’t currently connected with us on social media, connect with us on LinkedIn, or follow us on Bluesky (@mgsescrdtp.bsky.social)!

[bookmark: _MGS_Writing_Retreat_1]MGS Writing Retreat 2026

Registration for the MGS Writing Retreat 2026 will open at 10am on Wednesday 11th February. The residential will take place at Cumberland Lodge, Tuesday 26th – Friday 29th May. More information and the link to register can be found here: MGS Writing Retreat 2026.

[bookmark: _DTP_Offices_–_1][bookmark: _Save_the_Date!][bookmark: _MGS_Conference_2026]MGS Conference 2026 – Call for Papers

MGS2026 is here, and we warmly invite you to participate! This year, the Conference is taking place at the University of Nottingham on the 24 June 2026. This is a great opportunity for students across the MGS consortium to not only present their research but also see how the Social Sciences and Humanities advance our society. 

This conference aims to share new and pioneering research, across a range of social sciences and humanities, that shares the goal of improving the well-being, quality of life, and opportunities available to both individuals and societies. 

Contributions are welcomed that engage with past, present, and future perspectives on social, cultural, political, and economic change. There is a particular interest in receiving abstracts which include innovative research methods or ideas that aim to overcome the barriers to participating in, accessing and disseminating research. 

Please submit your abstracts here, by 17:00 (GMT) on 27 March 2026. If you would like to attend, but not present, please fill this Event Registration form! 

If you have any questions, you can visit the website MGS Conference 2026 or email mgsconference26@gmail.com.

[bookmark: _Save_the_Date!_1]Save the Date! How to Publish and Market a Book

On 17 April 2026 Nottingham Trent University will be hosting a day-long event aimed at providing you with information and guidance about how to publish and market a book. MGS students will have priority access to the day.

Including talks on: transforming your PhD thesis into a book manuscript, securing a book contract, the stages of book publication (which can be quite complex!), and how to market your book, the goal here is to demystify this process whilst giving you a chance to ask questions. The talks will be given both by academics with lots of experience writing and publishing books and also by representatives from leading publishing houses.  There will also be plenty of networking time and a lunch. 

More details will follow shortly, but if you're interested please save the date! 

Protecting Wellbeing When Working with Distressing Topics and Content

Centre-UB’s new CPD course for those exposed to distressing topics or content through their work/studies is now live on FutureLearn. It costs £100 through FutureLearn but MGS students could make a RTSG application to covering the costs of attending. If you're interested in this, please email cpd-centreub@contacts.bham.ac.uk . There is more information about the course, plus an introductory video, at their website: https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/short-courses/life-and-environmental-sciences/protecting-wellbeing-when-working-with-distressing-topics-and-content.

[bookmark: _Training_available_through]Training available through the South East Doctoral Training Arc (an ESRC DTP)

The South East Doctoral Training Arc has opened up a number of online training sessions across the country, exclusively for ESRC DTP-funded students:

· Strategic Positioning Workshop (4 February)
· Python for data and research: Insights for R users (16 February)
· Policy Report (Research Retold) (6 May)

Please see the attached for details of the sessions and instructions on how to sign up.

[bookmark: _Specialist_Training_and][bookmark: _ESRC_Festival_of][bookmark: _Free_online_training][bookmark: _Free_webinar:_How][bookmark: _Doctoral_Event_Grant][bookmark: _ESRC_2025_Doctoral][bookmark: _Global_Theory_Forum][bookmark: _Critical_Neurodiversity_Studies][bookmark: _UKRI_Policy_Internship][bookmark: _Generation_Delta_Workshop][bookmark: _Workshop:_Environmental_Politics][bookmark: _ESRC_Digital_Good][bookmark: _Voluntary_Positions_with][bookmark: _Administrative_Data_UK][bookmark: _Royal_Economic_Society’s][bookmark: _LSE_Joint_Sessions][bookmark: _Stuart_Hall_Essay][bookmark: _Code_Anxiety_Club][bookmark: _MGS_Extra_Time][bookmark: _Royal_Economic_Society’s_1][bookmark: _Free_Webinar_-][bookmark: _UoB’s_School_of_1][bookmark: _SRN_Midlands_Research][bookmark: _Online_Workshop_-][bookmark: _Work_in_Progress][bookmark: _The_Brilliant_Club][bookmark: _UoB’s_School_of][bookmark: _NNEdPro_Summer_School][bookmark: _PhD_Symposium:_International][bookmark: _Statistics_and_Advanced][bookmark: _Royal_Economic_Society][bookmark: _What_Is_Research][bookmark: _Datafication_of_Historical]Datafication of Historical Sources with AI: a Practical Workshop
Thursday 5 February | 10:30 - 4:30 | University of Nottingham

MGS students are organising a workshop designed to introduce postgraduate students with little or no coding experience to the potential of AI for research in the humanities and social sciences. We will use Large Language Models (LLMs), such as OpenAI’s ChatGPT and Google’s Gemini, to prepare sources for analysis. Our practical examples will use historical datasets provided by the Science Museum, but the approaches are applicable across disciplines.

The workshop will begin with an introductory talk on the advantages, limitations, and relevance of LLMs for research, delivered by Dr. Federico Nanni (The Alan Turing Institute). This will be followed by a roundtable featuring several short presentations on the practical use of AI in historical research. During the practical sessions, participants will learn how to use AI to extract structured data, such as dates, biographical details, concepts, and more, from textual sources, and will have time to experiment with their own data. 

Participation is free, but places are limited. ESRC-funded PhD students will have priority, though all are welcome to apply. More details and registration: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/mgsdtp/news/seminars/degdatafication/. 

If you are already applying AI or LLM specifically in your studies and want to share your experience during the workshop, please contact the organisers: Liudmila Lyagushkina (ahxll4@nottingham.ac.uk) and Finn Cadell (ahyfc3@nottingham.ac.uk).

[bookmark: _White_Rose_DTP]White Rose DTP Training Events

The White Rose DTP still has a few places available on some upcoming training sessions for PGR’s from other ESRC DTP’s.

Humour and/in Politics: Crafting Spaces of Political Engagement
Date: Wednesday 11th February 2026
Time: 12:30-16:30 (Refreshments provided)
Format: In person (University of Sheffield)

Bookings are open now via Eventbrite and will close on Friday 6th February at 09:00. 

Big Ideas – Citation Mapping (What Drives your and Others’ Research)
Date: Tuesday 24th February 2026
Time: 10:30-15:00 (Lunch and refreshments provided)
Format: In person (University of Hull)

Bookings are open now via Eventbrite and will close on Tuesday 17th February at 09:00.

[bookmark: _Millennium_Cohort_Study][bookmark: _Hlk219902576]Millennium Cohort Study at age 23: explore the new data 
Thursday 12 February 2026 | 13:00 – 14:00 UK time | online

This free one-hour webinar will introduce users to the latest sweep of the Millennium Cohort Study (MCS), collected when the cohort members were aged 23 and soon to be released from the UK Data Service. This is the first sweep of MCS to use a sequential mixed-mode design, with some cohort members completing the survey online and some through face-to-face interviews. Join us to gain insights into how Generation Z navigates education, employment, families, and health in their early 20s.

Book your free place

[bookmark: _South_Coast_DTP]South Coast DTP Residential: Ethics in Transnational Research

This training will unpack transnational research ethics focusing on the best practice in relation to ethical principles, frameworks, and codes of conduct which guide research conducted across national, cultural, legal, and institutional boundaries. The training will explore the theoretical foundations of transnational ethics which recognises that research—including in the fields of the social sciences —often involves unequal power relations between researchers (often based in the Global North) and participants or communities (often in the Global South). For more information please review the attached flyer.

The residential takes place 9-11 March, with arrival at 10am on 9th and ending at 3pm on the 11th, at the Orange Grove Hotel, Warsash, SO31 7PT.

How to join: sign up here.

Please complete the form by 5 pm on Monday 9 February. Places for the residential are limited to 15 for the SCDTP and 10 for the wider DTP network. In the sign-up form you will be required to write a supporting statement explaining how this training is relevant to your research. This will be used by the SCDTP Senior Management Tean to inform the allocation of places

Climate Change - Rebuilding the Consensus and Changing the Narrative
Friday 13 March 2026 | 12:30 – 16:00 | University of Warwick

Why have climate change politics got so divisive? What could change the narrative?

In the context of increasing political attacks on the UK’s net zero target and divisive party divides over climate change, this half-day conference, organised by the PAIS Environmental Politics Cluster, will provide a deep dive into climate politics in the UK.

Across two expert-led session we will debate why the politics of climate change have become so divisive in recent years in the UK and how the narrative surrounding this issue could be changed.

For full details, including the schedule for the day and the registration link, please visit the Eventbrite page.

[bookmark: _Neurodivergent_Camouflaging_Symposi]Neurodivergent Camouflaging Symposium Day Event
We are very pleased to announce a One-day Neurodivergent Camouflaging Symposium.
You can find more information and an Eventbrite booking link here https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/1980069485132?aff=oddtdtcreator
 
The Neurodivergent Camouflaging Symposium day will be held on Thursday 30th April 2026, in person at the University of Birmingham from 10:00am - 4:00pm. 
Travel expenses are available to support attendance via use of the RTSG budget for MGS students. 

NNEdPro Summer School in Applied Human Nutrition

The NNEdPro Summer School in Applied Human Nutrition provides a solid foundation in nutrition science, blending flexible pre-recorded lectures with live Q&A and mentoring sessions (online or in person). It is designed for students, healthcare professionals, and those with a background in biological or health sciences.
 
All participants receive:
· A Foundation Certificate in Applied Human Nutrition.
· One-year membership of the International Academy of Nutrition Educators (IANE), with access to webinars, journal clubs, and global networking.
· Accreditation for Continuing Professional Development (CPD).
 
In-person attendees will benefit from enhanced networking opportunities, lunch on both days, a Cambridge walking tour, and complimentary access to a networking event.
 
For a limited time, all DTP students and faculty can access 25% off registration fees using the code NNPAR25. Register and learn more at https://www.nnedpro.org.uk/summer-school

[bookmark: _Warwick_Advanced_Ethnographic][bookmark: _Hlk216967859]Warwick Advanced Ethnographic Methods (PhD/ECR Training Module) 2026

Warwick Business School is organizing a focused, practice-oriented module for PhD students and postdocs using (or about to use) ethnography in their research. It is open to students from across the Midlands Graduate School. This first edition combines intensive in-person workshops with structured coaching/drop-in sessions to support real, observation-based projects. 

Key dates and format (2026)
In-person workshop blocks (required):
•             Feb 17–18 2026 (2 days)
•             Apr 28–29 2026 (2 days)
•             Jun 3 2026 (1 hybrid wrap-up day) 

Coaching/support (online):
Five 1-hour online drop-in sessions, every two weeks in Term 3 (flexible agenda responding to participants’ progress.

The main (and only) requirement is that participants already have some familiarity with the basics of participant observation and are working on (or about to begin) an active, observation-based research project, since the module combines training with hands-on coaching rather than introductory fieldwork instruction.

Programme highlights include project-centred learning throughout, with five one-hour online coaching drop-in sessions (held every two weeks in Term 3) designed to help participants troubleshoot field dilemmas, strengthen analytic moves, and maintain momentum in writing and interpretation. The module also features contributions from guest speakers and experienced ethnographers, and it is explicitly oriented toward advanced craft issues—reflexivity and robustness, moving from fieldnotes to early analysis, and developing persuasive representation and writing.

There are 10 spots available on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information or to sign up, contact phdoffice@wbs.ac.uk.

[bookmark: _2026_Warwick_Summer]2026 Warwick Summer School on Practice and Process Studies
To Know is to Act: Revisiting and rethinking learning and knowing from a practice and process perspective | 30 June – 2 July | University of Warwick
 
We are delighted to share details of the 2026 Warwick Summer School on Practice and Process Studies and invite you to apply to join us.
 
2026 Theme: To Know is to Act: Revisiting and rethinking learning and knowing from practice & process perspectives
 
In this summer school, we will revisit the shift from learning and knowing as cognitive activities toward learning and knowing as inherently participative, situated, and enactive. We will explore related notions of competence and skill development. We will critically discuss the complications and affordances introduced by technological advancements to learning and knowing, and reflect on the implications for organisations and management.
 
Keynote speakers for 2026 are:
Jean Lave, Professor Emerita in the Department of Geography, University of California, Berkley
Erik Rietveld, Socrates Professor, Senior Researcher at the University of Amsterdam
Callen Anthony, Assistant Professor of Management and Organizations, NYU Stern
 
Attendees will have the opportunity to share their work during ‘research clinics’ and receive feedback on their work from peers and seasoned faculty.
 
Click here to complete the application form
 
Applications close Friday 28th February 2026 (23:59). Successful applicants will then be invited to register and pay registration fees by Monday 31 March 2026.
 
To find out more about our speakers' details and prices, see the attached flyer or visit the 2026 Summer School webpages, click here.
 
If you have any questions, please email IKON@wbs.ac.uk
 
[bookmark: _CLOSER's_new_short]CLOSER's new short courses for research students and ECRs

‘An Introduction to Research Data, Metadata and the FAIR Principles’ is a self-guided course, available for free via the UCL Extend platform – UCL’s public-facing online learning platform available to anyone, not just UCL affiliates. The course introduces the role of data in research and explores the value of metadata in both primary and secondary research data through the application of the professionally recognised FAIR principles: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable.

This course is particularly relevant for students and early career researchers (ECRs) working with research data who are seeking a beginner-friendly introduction to the topic.

[bookmark: _UK_Government’s_Open]UK Government’s Open Innovation Team Placements

They are a cross-government unit that works on a wide range of policies, including health, justice, education, sustainability, energy, international development, and artificial intelligence.
 
They run a PhD placement programme throughout the year, normally for three-month long stints. For years now, PhD students have played an important role in helping to deliver policy projects, working alongside experienced officials, academics and other experts to deliver the highest quality analysis and advice to colleagues across government.
 
They’re now recruiting PhD students for July to September 2026, October to December 2026, January to March 2027 and April to June 2027. 

To apply and get more information visit their website: Open Innovation Team PhD Placement Scheme 2026-27 - GOV.UK.

[bookmark: _DTP_Student_Successes_1]DTP Student Successes

This section of the monthly MGS newsletter celebrates the successes of our funded students. This can include news about thesis submission, jobs, publications, anything you would like to share! If you would like to be featured in one of the newsletters, please contact either your local DTP administrator or esrcdtp@warwick.ac.uk directly. 

This month, we would like to congratulate:	Comment by Skelhorn-French, Ashleigh: Please have a quick scroll through LinkedIn before you send to see if any of our other students have posted anything that could be added here - thesis submission, viva, jobs, etc
· Adam Chen (Psychology, University of Birmingham), who has published an article, ‘A protocol for a rapid realist policy review (RRPR) of the impact of social determinants on self-harm and suicidal thoughts and behaviours in England’, in BMJ Open. The article is available here: https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/15/12/e110787. 
· James O’Flynn (Applied Linguistics, University of Warwick, MGS alumnus), who has got a new role as a Lecturer in TESOL and Applied Linguistics at Manchester Metropolitan University.
· Michelle Schachtler Dwarika (Sport & Exercise Science, Aston University), who has published an article, ‘Risk and protective factors for safeguarding and abuse prevention in dance: a scoping review’ in International Journal of Sport and Exercise Psychology. The article is available here: https://doi.org/10.1080/1612197X.2025.2611828. 
· Yvonne Tan (Area Studies, University of Warwick), who has published a book chapter titled ‘ National Epic and Origin Myth: The Spectre of Hang Tuah’ in Decolonizing Comparative Literature. The chapter is available here: https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-95-0277-6_24.
[bookmark: _Applications_for_the][bookmark: _PhD_Regional_Innovation][bookmark: _ESRC_Postdoctoral_Fellowships][bookmark: _“The_Right_to][bookmark: _New_online_training][bookmark: _Placement_opportunities_with][bookmark: _Invitation_to_attend][bookmark: _Digital_politics_and][bookmark: _DTP_Student_Successes]
Best wishes,

The Midlands Graduate School ESRC DTP Team
Aston University
University of Birmingham
De Montfort University
University of Leicester
Loughborough University
University of Nottingham
Nottingham Trent University
University of Warwick

www.mgsdtp.ac.uk
Follow us on Twitter @mgsesrcdtp
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