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Midlands Graduate School Newsletter – July 2026

If you have any items that you would like us to include in the next newsletter, please send them to esrcdtp@warwick.ac.uk and mark the subject ‘Newsletter Item’. 

MGS News and Events
· MGS Mentoring Scheme: Sign up to be a mentor!
· MGS Podcast Series: Episode 4 now available!
· ESRC Specialist Training Masterclasses
· Workshop – The Environmental Politics of War
· Overseas Institutional Visits: Change to Funding Allocation
· DTP Student Successes

Call for Papers
· 12th International Summit on Food, Nutrition and Health

Other Training and Events
· Protecting Wellbeing When Working with Distressing Topics and Content
· CLOSER’s new short course for research students and ECR’s

If you aren’t currently connected with us on social media, connect with us on LinkedIn, or follow us on Bluesky (@mgsescrdtp.bsky.social)!

[bookmark: _MGS_News_and]MGS News and Events

[bookmark: _MGS_Mentoring_Scheme]MGS Mentoring Scheme
After a successful beginning, our MGS mentoring scheme will be running again for the 26/27 academic year! The MGS mentorship scheme is a wonderful opportunity to support incoming MGS students through strengthening ties across different cohorts in the postgraduate community.

As a mentor, you will be paired with a new MGS student and introduced via email, after which you can arrange meetings online or in person at times that suit you both. Your role is to share your experiences, offer advice and signpost useful sources of support, helping your mentee navigate the early stages of their PhD. 

If you would like to sign up to be a mentor, please complete the form on our webpage: MGS Mentoring by Friday 28th August (page password: MGSStudents2017).

MGS Podcast Series: Episode 4 now available!
The latest episode of our MGS Podcast Series is now available on our MGS website: MGS Podcast. Led by MGS and DMU student Aishwarya Viswamitra episode 4 focuses on time management with insights from Michelle McClean on balancing PhD studies alongside family commitments. Listen now!

ESRC Specialist Training Masterclasses
This September, the ESRC Midlands Graduate School and the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Warwick are delighted to offer 12 ESRC Specialist Training sessions. These masterclasses will focus on research methods in social sciences. These sessions, delivered online by Warwick academics, are designed for PhD researchers looking to broaden and deepen their methodological knowledge, develop practical research skills that can be applied to their work, and connect with fellow doctoral students from across the social sciences. Covering a wide range of quantitative, qualitative, and mixed-methods approaches, these masterclasses are open to doctoral students at every stage of their PhD.

Registration is required for each masterclass, and you can register through the individual session links here: ESRC MGS Specialist Training 2026.

[bookmark: _Workshop_-_The]Workshop - The Environmental Politics of War
The PSA Environmental Politics Specialist Group is holding a workshop at the University of Warwick which aims to foster critical discussions around the environmental politics of war and conflict.

Speakers include: Ellie Kinney - Conflict and Environment Observatory, Professor Ewald Engelen - University of Amsterdam, Dr Nico Edwards - Newcastle University & Professor Jan Selby - University of Leeds.

Full details and registration: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-environmental-politics-of-war-tickets-1992632953805.

[bookmark: _Overseas_Institutional_Visits:]Overseas Institutional Visits: Change to Funding Allocation
Please note that the funding allocation for Overseas Institutional Visits (OIVs) has changed.
Previously, MGS PGRs were eligible to apply for up to £5,000 regardless of the duration of their visit. Moving forward, funding will be awarded on a pro rata basis, using the £5,000 maximum as the basis for calculation.
This change will apply to all applications submitted from the next OIV application deadline (30 September) onwards.
Under the new system, you will be eligible to claim up to £1,667 per month of the OIV. For example:
· 1 month: up to £1,667
· 2 months: up to £3,334
· 3 months: up to £5,000
If you are planning to submit an OIV application for the 30th September deadline, please ensure your budget reflects the new funding allocation.

[bookmark: _DTP_Student_Successes]DTP Student Successes
This section of the monthly MGS newsletter celebrates the successes of our funded students. This can include news about thesis submission, jobs, publications, anything you would like to share! If you would like to be featured in one of the newsletters, please contact either your local DTP administrator or esrcdtp@warwick.ac.uk directly. 

This month, we would like to congratulate:
· Amy Adams (Social Policy, University of Birmingham), who has had an article, ‘Tell me your story’ a qualitative analysis of written narratives from individuals affected by sibling sexual abuse and behaviour: The perspective of parents, published in Child and Neglect. You can view the article here: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213426003418?dgcid=author
· Mahek Bhatia (Socio-Legal Studies, University of Warwick) who has had a book review, ‘Domestic Violence in Pakistan: The Legal Construction of ‘Bad’ and ‘Mad’ Women by DAANIKA KAMAL’, published in Social and Legal Studies. You can view the review here: Book Review: Domestic Violence in Pakistan: The Legal Construction of ‘Bad’ and ‘Mad’ Women by DAANIKA KAMAL - MAHEK ANIL BHATIA, 2026

[bookmark: _Call_for_Papers][bookmark: _Other_Training_and]Call for Papers
[bookmark: _12th_International_Summit]12th International Summit on Food, Nutrition and Health
The Summit takes place at the University of Malta in Valletta from 23–25 November 2026, under the theme "Human Skills, Artificial Intelligence and Global Challenges: From Ethics and Implementation to Inequalities", and runs in hybrid format so that colleagues may join in person or online.

The call for abstracts is now open across two streams. The Student Abstract Competition is a fully virtual track, open to anyone currently a student or who was a student when the research was conducted and judged by a separate expert panel chaired by Professor Martin Kohlmeier. The presentation is via video, so no travel is required. It closes on 15 August 2026. The Professional Track, for in-person poster presentation in Malta, closes on 15 September 2026. Accepted abstracts may be considered for publication in BMJ Nutrition, Prevention & Health.

Attendance carries Royal Society of Biology CPD accreditation, worth 87 points, and all delegates receive a 20% discount on article processing charges at BMJ Nutrition, Prevention & Health.

As one of our partner organisations, your colleagues are entitled to a 15% discount on the registration fee using the code PARTNER26. Full details and registration are at www.nnedpro.org.uk/summit.

[bookmark: _Other_Training_and_1]Other Training and Events
Protecting Wellbeing When Working with Distressing Topics and Content

Centre-UB’s new CPD course for those exposed to distressing topics or content through their work/studies is now live on FutureLearn. It costs £100 through FutureLearn but MGS students could make a RTSG application to covering the costs of attending. If you're interested in this, please email cpd-centreub@contacts.bham.ac.uk . There is more information about the course, plus an introductory video, at their website: https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/short-courses/life-and-environmental-sciences/protecting-wellbeing-when-working-with-distressing-topics-and-content.

[bookmark: _NNEdPro_Summer_School_1][bookmark: _2026_Warwick_Summer][bookmark: _CLOSER's_new_short]CLOSER's new short courses for research students and ECRs
‘An Introduction to Research Data, Metadata and the FAIR Principles’ is a self-guided course, available for free via the UCL Extend platform – UCL’s public-facing online learning platform available to anyone, not just UCL affiliates. The course introduces the role of data in research and explores the value of metadata in both primary and secondary research data through the application of the professionally recognised FAIR principles: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable.

This course is particularly relevant for students and early career researchers (ECRs) working with research data who are seeking a beginner-friendly introduction to the topic.


Best wishes,

The Midlands Graduate School ESRC DTP Team
Aston University
University of Birmingham
De Montfort University
University of Leicester
Loughborough University
University of Nottingham
Nottingham Trent University
University of Warwick

www.mgsdtp.ac.uk
Follow us on Twitter @mgsesrcdtp
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