[bookmark: _Hlk194052360][bookmark: _Hlk199406742][image: cid:image001.png@01D6AE10.E57F8E20]                                                          [image: cid:image002.png@01D6AE10.E57F8E20]

Midlands Graduate School Newsletter – June 2026

If you have any items that you would like us to include in the next newsletter, please send them to esrcdtp@warwick.ac.uk and mark the subject ‘Newsletter Item’. 

MGS News and Events

· MGS Conference 2026 – Thank you! 
· MGS Podcast Launch: PhD Perspectives
· Paid leave available to MGS students 
· DTP Student Successes

Other Training and Events

· Phil Strong Memorial Prize
· Protecting Wellbeing When Working with Distressing Topics and Content
· CLOSER's new short courses for research students and ECRs
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[bookmark: _Goodbye_from_Imogen][bookmark: _MGS_Mentoring_Scheme]We hope that you are all keeping cool in this month’s heat and that you have some time coming up to take a break from your studies and relax.

If you aren’t currently connected with us on social media, connect with us on LinkedIn, or follow us on Bluesky (@mgsescrdtp.bsky.social)!
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MGS Conference 2026 – Thank you!
 
We would like to extend a massive thank you to everyone who braved the heat last week and attended the MGS Conference on 24 June. It was an absolutely brilliant day full of engaging presentations, posters, and interdisciplinary discussions!

Particular thanks go to this year’s fabulous organising committee from the University of Nottingham – the conference would not have happened without all of you and the dedicated hard work that you have put in over this academic year.

Next year’s conference will be taking place at the University of Warwick, and DTP staff will be in touch in the new academic year to gather expressions of interest for the organising committee.

PhD Perspectives: An MGS Podcast Series

Exciting news! We have launched a new Midlands Graduate School podcast series to capture and share the lived experiences of ESRC‑funded PhD researchers. Led by MGS and DMU student Aishwarya Viswamitra, each short episode will explore different aspects of PhD life – from conferences, placements and much more.

The first three episodes are now available via the podcast webpage, Spotify and Apple Podcasts. Episodes will be published monthly, with episode four to be released in July. Check them out now: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/mgsdtp/news/mgspodcast/!

Paid leave available to MGS students

A reminder that there is a variety of paid leave options available to MGS students to cover a variety of situations which may arise during your PhD, including medical leave, family leave, and compassionate leave.

Please make sure that you are familiar with the options available to you: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/mgsdtp/resources/mgspolicies/ (page password: MGSStudents2017). If you have any questions about how any of the available options, please contact your local DTP admin lead in the first instance.
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This section of the monthly MGS newsletter celebrates the successes of our funded students. This can include news about thesis submission, jobs, publications, anything you would like to share! If you would like to be featured in one of the newsletters, please contact either your local DTP administrator or esrcdtp@warwick.ac.uk directly. 

This month, we would like to congratulate:
· Amy Adams (Social Policy, University of Birmingham), who has had an article, ‘Sibling sexual abuse: What do we know about the characteristics of sibling sexual abuse? Stage 2 analysis of a 2-stage scoping review’, published in Child Abuse and Neglect. You can view the article here: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2026.108103. 
· Amy has also been appointed the student committee representative at NOTA, a charitable foundation on the prevention of child sexual abuse.
· Rong Wei (Political Science and International Relations, University of Birmingham), who has passed her viva.
· Toru Yamagami (Applied Linguistics, University of Warwick), who has had an interview article, ‘A Life in Motivation Research: An Interview Between Toru Yamagami and Ema Ushioda’, published in The Journal for the Psychology of Language Learning, which is available here: https://doi.org/10.52598/jpll/8/2/3. 
· Toru has also had another article, ‘The Motivation–Grit–Achievement Relationship in L2 Reading and Listening: Focusing on the Ideal L2 Self’, published in International Journal of Applied Linguistics. The article is available here: https://doi.org/10.1111/ijal.70220. 
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Phil Strong Memorial Prize

The prize was established in memory of Phil Strong (1945-1995) one of the post-war generation of sociologists who influenced the development of medical sociology in the UK, and it is anticipated that there will be one prize to the value of £1,200 awarded this year.  The purpose of the prize is to contribute to the advancement of medical sociology by supporting postgraduate research in medical sociology.

Phil’s work combined rigorous empirical analysis with sociological imagination. He was one of the foremost exponents of Goffman’s ideas, but he did not confine himself to interactionism, or indeed to sociology, in his reading or thinking which drew on philosophy, political science and literature. His empirical research included important studies of the clinical encounter, NHS reforms, and the social history of AIDS.  In memory of his contribution as an essayist, researcher and teacher this prize has been established to support postgraduate research in medical sociology.

Please see the British Sociological Association’s website for details. 

The application deadline is 12pm on Friday 17 July.

Protecting Wellbeing When Working with Distressing Topics and Content

Centre-UB’s new CPD course for those exposed to distressing topics or content through their work/studies is now live on FutureLearn. It costs £100 through FutureLearn but MGS students could make a RTSG application to covering the costs of attending. If you're interested in this, please email cpd-centreub@contacts.bham.ac.uk . There is more information about the course, plus an introductory video, at their website: https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/study/short-courses/life-and-environmental-sciences/protecting-wellbeing-when-working-with-distressing-topics-and-content.
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‘An Introduction to Research Data, Metadata and the FAIR Principles’ is a self-guided course, available for free via the UCL Extend platform – UCL’s public-facing online learning platform available to anyone, not just UCL affiliates. The course introduces the role of data in research and explores the value of metadata in both primary and secondary research data through the application of the professionally recognised FAIR principles: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable.

This course is particularly relevant for students and early career researchers (ECRs) working with research data who are seeking a beginner-friendly introduction to the topic.
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Best wishes,

The Midlands Graduate School ESRC DTP Team
Aston University
University of Birmingham
De Montfort University
University of Leicester
Loughborough University
University of Nottingham
Nottingham Trent University
University of Warwick

www.mgsdtp.ac.uk
Follow us on Twitter @mgsesrcdtp
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