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Midlands Graduate School Newsletter – October 2025

If you have any items that you would like us to include in the next newsletter, please send them to esrcdtp@warwick.ac.uk and mark the subject ‘Newsletter Item’. 

· Specialist Training and Advanced Training
· Get Involved – Environmental Politics Research Cluster
· ESRC Festival of Social Science
· Free online training course: Introduction to Finding and Using Data
· Code Anxiety Club
· MGS Extra Time – Series 6
· Royal Economic Society’s Doctoral Training Programme
· Free Webinar: An Introduction to four British cohort studies
· UoB’s School of Education PGR Conference
· SRN Midlands Research Day on Emotionally Demanding Research
· The Brilliant Club – 25/26 Summer Term Applications 
· PhD Symposium: International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers
· Statistics and Advanced Quantitative Methods
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[bookmark: _Goodbye_from_Imogen][bookmark: _MGS_Mentoring_Scheme]We hope everyone has had a good first month of the new academic year.

If any of you know anyone who would be interested in applying for funding starting in October 2026, please do point them towards our website as applications are now open: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/mgsdtp/studentships/howtoapply/. The deadline is 13th January 2026!

If you aren’t currently connected with us on social media, connect with us on LinkedIn, or follow us on Bluesky (@mgsescrdtp.bsky.social)!

[bookmark: _Specialist_Training_and]Specialist Training and Advanced Training

Please visit our website for details of the Specialist Training and Advanced Training that will be running throughout the 2025/26 academic year, along with details of how to register at each institution.

As a reminder, students who started in 2024 and 2025 should look at Specialist Training, and students who started in 2023 or earlier should look at Advanced Training.

[bookmark: _Get_Involved_-]Get Involved - Environmental Politics Research Cluster

The Environmental Politics Research Cluster, in the Department of Politics and International Studies at Warwick, runs regular workshops and larger events on topics related to the environment.

If your research is on the environment, or you are interested in the topic, get in touch if you would like to find out more or receive updates about the events. Researchers from across the MGS are welcome!

Though we are based in the Department of Politics and International Studies, researchers from a ranger of disciplines generally take part in our events. Lots of PhD and early-career researchers are also involved.

Contact mitya.pearson@warwick.ac.uk for more information.

ESRC Festival of Social Science

The 2025 ESRC Festival of Social Science is underway and will continue to run until 8 November. This year’s theme is “our working lives”, exploring the relationship between humans and digital technology. However, there will be events across the whole range of social science topics. 

Visit their website to find out more!

Free online training course: Introduction to Finding and Using Data

Learn how to find, evaluate, and use data responsibly with this flexible, self-paced online course. Designed for those beginning their own research projects, it offers a practical introduction to sourcing and working with social research data. You will need to set a username and password on a short registration form.

What does the course include?
The course consists of eight short modules that you can take in any order and revisit as needed. Complete all eight modules to receive a certificate of completion.

Modules cover topics such as types and sources of data, evaluating and accessing datasets, ethical considerations, navigating datasets, and reproducible research.

How to access
The course is hosted on the UK Data Service Moodle.
· Click here to self-enrol in the course.
· Create a username and password. 
· Please note: the name used at registration will appear on your certificate of completion.
· For support, contact ukdstraining@manchester.ac.uk.

About
The White Rose Doctoral Training Partnership, the Midlands Graduate School, and the Scottish Graduate School of Social Science supported this free-to-access module.
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Tuesday 11 November 2025 | 13:30 - 14:00 | Online | Organised by UK Data Service

Why attend?

Feeling overwhelmed by the command line? Confused by file pathways? Want to navigate the world of coding with confidence? Join the Code Anxiety Club!

Viewers can follow along as we work through common beginner topics while coding live for a quick half hour. No prior experience installed software or setup required. Viewers can interact via the YouTube chat (you must have a YouTube account to comment) and we will try our best to answer your questions and comments.

There is no need to book a place, please follow the livestream link to join the session.

Workshop date and topic:

Project organisation: Best practices for coding projects

Content:
· Get to grips with naming conventions and why consistency is key.
· Understand how to structure your directory.
· Learn how to ‘set your directory’ so that you can easily read-in files in Python (Visual Studio Code) or RStudio.

To join this session, please follow the link to our livestream - 11 November 2025.

[bookmark: _MGS_Extra_Time]MGS Extra Time – Series 6

DTP Placements Manager Chris Thompson will be running another series of MGS Extra Time sessions in November, details below. 

Planning for a Postdoc
Wednesday 12 November | 12:00 – 13:30 | Online via Teams
Thinking about staying in academia after your PhD? This session will help you explore whether a postdoc is the right next step for you. We’ll work through a practical checklist covering publications, funding, mentors, and host institutions. You’ll receive advice and insights on how to strengthen your applications, and complete your own personalised worksheet to plan your postdoc pathway with confidence.

Planning for a Lecturing Position 
Thursday 13 November | 12:00 – 13:30 | Online via Teams
Interested in teaching and research at university level? This session will guide you through the key considerations for securing a lectureship after your PhD. Using a structured checklist, you’ll reflect on your teaching experience, publication record, and professional profile. The session offers tailored advice on what hiring committees look for and how to build a competitive academic portfolio while completing your PhD.

Planning for an Industry Position
Friday 14 November | 12:00 – 13:30 | Online via Teams
Curious about how to transition from academia into industry? This practical session will help you identify your options and prepare for the move. We’ll use a career planning checklist to think through skills, experience, networking, and job applications. You’ll leave with concrete actions (and your own completed worksheet) to help you confidently navigate the job market beyond your PhD.

Chris will circulate the Teams links to the sessions and Monday next week and hopes to see many of you there!

[bookmark: _Royal_Economic_Society’s_1]Royal Economic Society’s Doctoral Training Programme

After a very successful first year, the Royal Economic Society are now launching registration for the Winter term of the 2025-26 academic year:
· 12 November: Expert Workshop: How to Prepare for the European Job Market
· 26 November: Masterclass with Professor Ben Groom (University of Exeter) 
· 3 December: Masterclass with Professor Anindya Banerjee (University of Birmingham) 
· 10 December: Expert Workshop: Doing Economics: The Science Behind a Paper’s Contribution

The RES are keen to contact students directly, so we can keep everyone informed about our RES DTP sessions: please sign up to our student mailing list.

You can find more information, as well as recordings of past sessions, on the RES website. For any questions, you can contact the Doctoral Training Programme Officer, Maria Georgouli Loupi at doctoraltraining@res.org.uk.

Free Webinar - Getting Started: An introduction to four British cohort studies 
Thursday 27 November 2025 | 12:30–14:00 GMT | online 

This flagship CLS webinar will give first-time users an insight into four world-leading cohort studies. These studies follow generations born between 1958 and 2002 and are a powerful resource for addressing a wide range of scientific questions in various social, economic, health, political and geographical sciences. The data are free to download from the UK Data Service. 

You will learn about the data collected in each study, possible research topics, how to access and get started with the data and examples of the types of analyses that can be undertaken using the following studies: 1958 National Child Development Study, 1970 British Cohort Study, Next Steps and the Millennium Cohort Study.  

This event will be particularly suitable for Masters or PhD students interested in using the cohorts for a dissertation or thesis, as well as researchers in academia or the third sector new to the cohort studies. 

Please see the attached document for full details and register now!

[bookmark: _UoB’s_School_of_1]UoB’s School of Education PGR Conference
Saturday 29 November 2025 | University of Birmingham / Online

The 24th Annual PGR Conference for the School of Education, University of Birmingham will take place on Saturday 29 November 2025. The conference will be hybrid but in-person attendance is encouraged, to enable networking and community development. All PGRs are encouraged to submit an abstract on the theme of Making Waves – Education Futures. Whether you are approaching your viva or just beginning your research journey, you are welcome!

Please see the attached poster and guidance on abstract submission for more details.

[bookmark: _SRN_Midlands_Research]SRN Midlands Research Day on Emotionally Demanding Research

We are very pleased to announce the SRN Midlands Research Day on Emotionally Demanding Research (EDR). You can find more information about it on our website at https://www.srnmidlands.com/research-day and in the attached programme.

The research day will be held on Monday 8 December, in person at the University of Birmingham from 10:00am - 4:00pm, travel expenses are available to support attendance at this session for MGS students. These costs will not be deducted from your RTSG budget.

To register, visit https://www.srnmidlands.com/register. Please feel free to share the event details with others, as it is open to all students from any MGS institution. Spaces are limited and will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, with priority given to MGS ESRC DTP students. Attendance at the event is subject to a successful application.

[bookmark: _The_Brilliant_Club]The Brilliant Club – 25/26 Summer Term Applications 

Please see the attached flyer for details of the Brilliant Club’s next recruitment cycle. The deadline is to apply is Sunday 14 December. 

[bookmark: _UoB’s_School_of][bookmark: _NNEdPro_Summer_School][bookmark: _PhD_Symposium:_International]PhD Symposium: International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers
Wednesday 17 December 2025 | 12:30 – 17:00 | University of Nottingham

MGS student Samantha Richardson-Martin is excited to announce that she is organising a half-day research symposium in honour of International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers for the Criminal Justice Research Centre.

This is specifically designed to showcase PhD students whose research focuses on sex work and hopefully create a little community to support each other throughout the process. There will also be some information on what IDEVASW is, the history of the day, and how people can get involved.

If you would like to present, the link to the call for papers is: https://lnkd.in/e3fsNjjx, or if you’d prefer to attend and not present, you can sign up here: https://lnkd.in/eVNejpAk. All are welcome to come along, whether they're a sex worker, student, academic, activist, or anything in between, so please share far and wide. This will be a supportive and inclusive event.

Funding is available to support with travel costs (only for presenters from within England, Scotland, and Wales unfortunately due to limited budget) and there will be light refreshments on the day. 

Please also see the attached poster.

[bookmark: _Statistics_and_Advanced]Statistics and Advanced Quantitative Methods

In this module, we aim to introduce students to advanced quantitative methods using the statistical language R. Building on concepts from your core quantitative module, we will cover practical applications (e.g., data visualisation and preprocessing of quantitative data) and explore advanced topics relevant to social science (e.g., simulation). This module also serves as a refresher for previously covered topics and provides an introduction to R, a powerful and widely used statistical language.

The module will be delivered over two days: Monday 5 and Tuesday 6 January 2026, 09:30–16:30 (with a lunch break from 12:30 to 13:30).

It will take place in a hybrid format, with the option to attend either in person (subject to room capacity) at Loughborough University (Wavy Top building, room WAV1.04) or online via MS Teams.

Further details about the session content can be found in the attached document.

Register here: https://forms.office.com/e/XVW9rr4SrS

The teaching material and the link to the online session will be sent to registered participants closer to the date.

For any questions, please contact Hugo Lortie-Forgues at h.lortie-forgues@lboro.ac.uk
[bookmark: _Applications_for_the][bookmark: _PhD_Regional_Innovation][bookmark: _ESRC_Postdoctoral_Fellowships][bookmark: _“The_Right_to][bookmark: _New_online_training][bookmark: _Placement_opportunities_with][bookmark: _Invitation_to_attend][bookmark: _Digital_politics_and][bookmark: _DTP_Student_Successes]
Best wishes,

The Midlands Graduate School ESRC DTP Team
Aston University
University of Birmingham
De Montfort University
University of Leicester
Loughborough University
University of Nottingham
Nottingham Trent University
University of Warwick

www.mgsdtp.ac.uk
Follow us on Twitter @mgsesrcdtp
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