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ACT THREE


Scene 1
Five days later. Lights up. A meeting room at South England University. Amy, Wendy and Ben sit round a table. There is a vacant chair at the table. Wendy takes out a laptop computer from her bag, places it on the table, and switches it on

AMY	I was thinking that we might go through the video before Al arrives, you know, so that we are familiar with 

WENDY	Yes, yes I have it, I have it here on the laptop, we can look at clips of last week’s match

BEN	That’s fine, yes, and shall we have a quick catch-up as well, to check where we are with the 


There is a knock on the door

BEN	Hello? Come in

	Enter Al

WENDY	Hello!

AL	I’m sorry, am I early? I took a taxi to the campus, I can come back in ten minutes if you 

BEN	Not at all, not at all, please, please, come in, have a seat

AMY	Thank you for taking the time today, taking time out from work, I know it can’t be easy

AL	That’s fine, my deputy manager is looking after the salon this afternoon, so no problem at all

BEN	Oh yes, you own a beauty, a beauty salon 

AL	I’m just the manager, but yes 

BEN	If you’re ready we thought we would play a couple of clips of what we have been observing, and filming, and ask you to comment, if that’s all right

AL	Of course, yes

WENDY	This is the beginning of last Friday’s, last week’s match, we’ll play the first part of this, if I can cue it up, okay

	Wendy plays a video clip. They all watch the computer screen for seven seconds. Sound is amplified, and clearly audible. A long and loud blast on the referee’s whistle. Co-ordinated, rhythmic clapping of several pairs of hands; synchronised with each clap, men’s voices chant: OY – OY – OY – OY. Wendy pauses the video 

AL	What you have there, I can see already, shall I say? 

WENDY	Yes, yes please

AMY	Please do

AL	I mean the ball is not even in play, the match hasn’t started, as such, but what you’ve got is, some teams, they have special chanting, clapping, their supporters join in, they have a deliberate strategy to pump themselves up, make themselves heard by the opposition, to sort of intimidate the other side, whereas our team, I think they are a bit too quiet.

WENDY	Yes yes yes, but before we move on, I wonder whether we can go back to the last

AMY	Of course yes

WENDY	I’ll rewind the, yes, this, this

BEN	What is, is there something there you want to?

WENDY	I was wondering, I mean with all the gestures of solidarity and unity and all that, I was wondering whether they can work the other way

AMY	How do you mean?

WENDY	Like, well, yes, in that example, Justin is Filipino, I mean, he is a player of colour, he approaches a white British player, goes to him for support, low five, but his initiative is rejected, Ryan turns away, walks away, and 

AMY	What, so you are saying

BEN	I have to say, I was thinking that, I was, I agree, I mean if you look at it, it’s hard to escape the fact that here is a person of colour offering his hand to a white person and being rejected, that is 

AMY	I really don’t

BEN	All that history of colonialism, or coloniality, you can’t get away from

WENDY	The Philippines, were they 

BEN	Portugal, was it, or Spain, Spain

AMY	You can’t really, I mean you can hardly tar Ryan with the same brush as Magellan

WENDY	Weren’t the Americans there at some point, as well?

BEN	Whatever the specifics of the history, I mean you can’t take, of course I wouldn’t take an ahistorical perspective, but here is a person of colour offering his hand to a white person

AMY	Yes but you can’t

BEN	The history, you only have to scratch the surface and

AMY	But The Philippines? I don’t

BEN	This is not The Philippines, is it, it’s here, it’s now, it’s last week, it’s last Friday, in this city 

AL	Could we go back, I wonder if we could we go back a few seconds on the video, rewind a few seconds

WENDY	Tell me when to stop

AL	Yes yes, stop stop, yes, could you play from there, just that little bit, is that all right?

	Wendy plays the video clip. The four watch the computer screen for five seconds. Wendy pauses the video

AMY		Is there something there, Al, you want to

AL	I was, well I was going to say that Nat is also from The Philippines, he is also, if you like, what you might say a player of colour, but Ryan chooses to approach Nat, in fact deliberately moves a good distance from front court to back court, stretches out his hand to him and 

AMY	It’s a good point, we have to be careful not to to to 

AL	I wonder if there is something else going on here, something about, well, I think Ryan can, I have known Ryan for a few years, he can be quite tough on the new players, compared to those you might call the old hands, I

AMY	You think that might be where the fault line is, that’s the line of difference here, instead of

WENDY	Rather than it being about

BEN	I just think you have to be alert to this, you can’t, you know, you can’t make excuses

AMY	Excuses?

BEN	You can’t airbrush out 

AMY	Airbrush?

AL	There’s the old hands versus newbies, yes, but another dimension of it, another potential point of difference is between students, who might only be with us for a season, and what we call community players, who have been members for some years, they are not students

AMY	You see a tension between students and community players? Would you like to say more about that?

AL	I don’t want to make a big deal of it, I wouldn’t say tensions necessarily, but I think there are different levels of commitment, different

WENDY	Shall we watch another, shall we look at another clip?


	Lights dim
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