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Abstract
In seventeenth-century Finland, a part of the Swedish kingdom at the time, the secular lower courts were an important organ for local decision-making also in matters concerning church and religion. The boundaries of ecclesiastical parishes and civil hundreds, which formed a judicial unit, roughly coincided. In the lower courts, local peasants were recruited as members of the jury, and the court audience was also often consulted in matters regarding the local community. Independent rural landowners thus voiced their opinions and participated in decision-making, turning local courts into important arenas for state-community interaction.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This paper will examine the lower courts as a forum for the encounter of parishioners and authorities discussing a wide range of parish affairs from the appointment of new pastors to various aspects of popular piety. The study suggests that while the peasants did have a say in parish affairs, their role was often restricted to the provision of information on local circumstances. The authorities decided the most important matters, such as those relating to acceptable religious practices.

Biographical Note
PhD Miia Kuha is a postdoctoral researcher at the Department of History and Ethnology in the University of Jyväskylä in Finland. She defended her dissertation on the popular observance of holy days in seventeenth-century Eastern Finland in 2016. Her research is currently funded by the Alfred Kordelin Foundation.


 
