Follow-on Thoughts after the Final Symposium Discussion 
(17/5/2026)


I have been thinking about the problem of database content and use vs. research needs, and also the problem of "giving away" research project questions. The latter never occurred to me, as I assume that anything I am doing is shareable, and if someone takes up the topic, they probably will add something useful.  However, my husband, who teaches physics and astronomy at a university here in Virginia, commented that livelihoods depend on publication and AI is making author-credit and ownership more difficult.  

To solve this problem, one way would be for researchers to send in to a central suggestion site areas that they would like to see in parish databases, without providing the research questions behind their needs.  

Researchers  - Send in queries, suggestions 
Central suggestion site
Database teams  - Review, adapt, respond to the suggestions if possible

In this way, the central suggestion site aids the database teams in shaping their work to meet the needs of their users, without anyone's work being compromised.

Just some thoughts. I am one year from retirement after 40 years of teaching, working part-time, and after that will return to my transcription and translation of Thomas Chaundler's works. 
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