Two Responses to Elza’s Suggestions (18/5/26)


Dear Elza,

many thanks for participating in Saturday's Symposium and for sharing your follow-on thoughts. It is good to have confirmation that we are reaching beyond History and these sorts of discussions are exactly what we hope to encourage. 

I see advantages in what you propose but also some complications. In my experience, central co-ordination does not work very well for a discipline with so many branches and approaches. Different types / levels of research questions require different kinds of databases, so my inclination would be to let individual initiative flourish but set up some kind of central registration opportunity; i.e. a place where you can share what you have done and indicate what kinds of questions your output might help to tackle?

Beat Kümin (Warwick)


Dear Elza,

Thank you for your email following up on the very interesting discussion we shared on Saturday. I would tend to agree with Beat's suggestion here - a network where you can share the data produced in the course of research, where you can suggest the type of research this could support, or research questions the data could contribute towards, could be immensely useful. This could almost be informed by the modern form of the university library - a library of resources that researchers can submit their databases to at their own volition, which could then be used just as we use libraries today - with keyword searches etc. set up accordingly. 

In theory, this could serve to give databases a new lease of life beyond the original purpose they were produced for and make access to them much more universal than it currently may be.

Dan Meldon (Warwick)


