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Assessment: Task

I Which socio-demographic factors are you looking at?
I Which variables are you choosing for this?
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Missing Values
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Reasons for Missing Data

I Interviewee refused the answer
I Interviewer forgot to ask
I Equipment failed
I . . .
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Coding of Missing Data

I When you code data, you might just give it a random number,
such as −9

I Stata recognises missing data only in the form of a dot, for
example . or .a

I The letters allow you to code different reasons for why the
data are missing

I Stata command is mvdecode, see Acock book, chapter 3
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Example
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Implications

I Stata uses listwise deletion for missing values
I This means, that as soon as one value within an observation is

missing, Stata drops that entire observation
I This can potentially decimate the number of observations for

analysis drastically
I This in turn has implications for inference
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What to do?

I Be vigilant!
I There are statistical methods to deal with this, such as

multiple imputation (too advanced for now)
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Correlation
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Stata Commands

I Stata has two commands:
I correlate
I pwcorr
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correlate

I Uses listwise deletion if any value of an observation is missing.
I Disadvantage: very few options
I Advantage: You are always operating with the same

sub-sample
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pwcorr

I Much more powerful command than correlate
I Advantage: You can apply different options
I Disadvantage: You need to pay more attention
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How to do it

I It’s simple!
I correlate var1 var2 var3

I pwcorr var1 var2 var3, listwise sig star(5)
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Example

I pwcorr a_fimngrs_dv a_agegr10_dv a_sex
a_jbhrs, listwise sig star(5)
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Queries

I What does the coefficient on a_fimngrs_dv and a_sex
tell us?

I Is it significant?
I What does that mean?
I What does the coefficient on a_fimngrs_dv and a_jbhrs

tell us?
I Is it significant?
I What does that mean?
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REPLICATE!
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Task

I
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