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Which leads me to my third point. 

Our vision

For the UK to be… 

I’m signed up to that. I should be. I wrote it.

Many people have asked us where we think our biggest impact will be. In one sense I’m reluctant to answer that because 
what I have tried to show is the very broad range of our work – itself a consequence of

-The variety of challenges we face

-The breadth as well as depth of the UK’s technology base 

But if forced to choose I would like to emphasise 3 aspects of our work where I hope we will make an especially big mark.

One is making a real impact on one or more of the societal challenges I mentioned – an impact that will be seen not just at 
home but around the world 

The second is for us to lever the government’s procurement to boost innovation. The scale of the procurement budget is so 
great that the potential impact could dwarf anything that has ever been achieved before

The third would be to make the fullest possible use of our science and research base. Per head of population it is as good 
as, or better than, any in the world. We in the UK are at least as clever as any of our competitors. Now we need to be 
cleverer at exploiting our cleverness. 

If we do those three, we can make the vision reality and improve the quality of life not just here in this country, but right
across the world. 

And that, ladies and gentlemen, is our strategy.

Thank you. 



So, what is our strategy?

Two words sum it up

Connect, and catalyse

[make reference to light sticks?]



We intend to use the extra funding available to us over the next 3 years to increase our 

support for Challenge–Led innovation and driving the Innovation Climate – but that does 
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support for Challenge–Led innovation and driving the Innovation Climate – but that does 

not mean our support for “Technology–Inspired” innovation will go down
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TSB looking to provide focus
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A few comparisons between TSB and RC funding.
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In general this is what it looks like for the RCs and TSB but there are always 

exceptions.
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First Competition
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The development of components and materials for low impact buildings (reduced 

energy and water usage, and reduced waste production) that meet consumer 

needs.

Overcoming the technical barriers and developing new processes for 

incorporating components and materials into buildings.

Adapting components to improve their buildability, making them compatible with 

the way buildings are constructed.

Conversion of products already existing in different sectors to address the 

challenge of lowering the impact of buildings.



17



18







21



22



23



24



5% reduction in travel time for business on the roads could generate 

around £2.5bn of cost savings ˆ 0.2 per cent of GDP 

2525

around £2.5bn of cost savings ˆ 0.2 per cent of GDP 

Eliminating existing congestion on the road networks would be worth £7-

8bn of GDP per annum 

If left unchecked, the rising cost of congestion will waste an extra £22bn 

worth of time in England alone by 2025

Or

Road accidents account for 25% of congestion 

Road works account for 10% of congestion

Or from Stern

The Stern report argues that to stabilise concentration levels at 550ppm 

of CO2 equivalent, or a 25% reduction in total emissions is needed by 

2025 

Also on slide 11, add the May 2008 "How to move people and goods more 

intelligently". 
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