ETATMBA Teleconference

Thursday 27th March 2014 at 08:30hrs GMT
NOTES
Present:  Paul O’Hare (Chair), David Ellard, Doug Simkiss, Ed Peile, Francis Kamwendo, Chisale Mhango, Chimwemwe Mvula, Godfrey Mbaruku, Anne-Marie Brennan
1. Apologies
Staffan Bergström, Siobhan Quenby, David Davies
2. Minutes of last teleconference held on 13th February 2014
Approved.
3. EC review
PO’H summarised that we have received the EC report.  Initially were unsure whether the reviewer had received our justification of costs for Period 1 or our draft report for Period 2.  However, it has been confirmed that these were received, although the draft report may not have been thoroughly studied.  

PO’H asked for preliminary comments on our draft documents of response.

EP said that there is insufficient clarity regarding the EC’s query about the feasibility of the research study degrees continuing after the project completes.

GM said that the part-time masters students are employees of IHI so will be paid regardless of the EC.  There is an institutional commitment to fund their studies, but this is depended on the receipt of EC funds.  As long as funds are released, the training will proceed.
FK confirmed similarly that the CoM will continue to support the research students as long as EC funds are released.

PO’H commented that it is not unusual for work to continue after the end of the project date.

4
Response to reviewer – Main document
a) Contribution of pregnant women.  EP said that we considered including service users at the design stage but that this was not feasible.  We can also refer to the research which has already been done including pregnant women as service users.  GM and C. Mhango confirmed they could cite papers with this focus.

BScs.  Initially there was enthusiasm but this has not translated into practice.

b) Clarifying WP1 and WP3 confusion.  Originally WP1 was to be led by Africa, focusing on clinical training, and WP3 led by Warwick focusing on leadership and education.  However, the same set of individuals completed the training.

c) SCRF.  Prof Nynke van den Broek (member of the External Advisory Board) mentioned the possibility of a Tanzanian obstetrician completing some follow-up work on ETATMBA, towards a PhD.  PO’H suggested this person might be able to fulfil the SCRF role.  There were no other individuals suggested by FK or GM.
Action: PO’H to contact Prof van den Broek to follow up feasibility of this suggestion.

d) Quality Management Committee.  The reviewer commented that there was a conflict of interest with PO’H chairing this committee.

Action: DE to replace as chair.

e) Ethics.  To reiterate that all centres had ethics permission for work undertaken.

f) Gender.  It was pointed out that two of the research students are female, as are two of the senior professors at Warwick.  The Tanzanian trainees were a mix of males and females.  The balance of the Malawian students simply reflects that NPCs are generally male; the project has made the profession more attractive by providing a route to BSc alternative to nursing.

5.
Response to reviewer – Appendix A Research Plan
DE explained that this response shows what has happened to date.  He noted that we included a process evaluation within the protocol, and this has been undertaken.

6.
Response to reviewer – Appendix B Professional support and communications
David Davies has reiterated and condensed the material from the draft periodic report, focusing in particular on the round-the-clock communication system.

EP pointed out that the study set out to trial various methods, some of which worked and some of which did not.
7
Senior Clinical Research Fellow
See 4c) above.
8.
Dissemination
PO’H said that there are several papers scheduled to be completed as research results emerge.

There was a plan to have a conference in January/February 2015 in Nairobi with the assistance of GE.
FK said that the CoM holds annual research dissemination events, usually in September, so a conference could be held here.

DE commented that there was little input from C. Chiwandira on progress with data entry.

Action: FK to follow up urgently.

PO’H suggested that the African partners come to Warwick at the end of July 2014.  FK, C. Mhango and C. Mvula could do this; GM possibly could.

9.
Marking
A reminder to the tutors of Malawi students to complete their Module 6 marking as soon as possible.
Action: Module 6 marks to be returned to AMB.

10.
Any other business
PO’H commented that we may still have problems with the recovery of the Period 1 costs, but that it is hoped Period 2 costs will be accepted.

10.
Date of next teleconference

The next teleconference will be on Thursday 17th May 2014
Note that the UK will be on British Summer Time by this point, so the start times for Africa are earlier:

8.30am UK
9.30am Malawi
10.30am Tanzania.
