ETATMBA Teleconference – 3rd November 2011 8:30hrs GMT
Notes
Present:  Paul O’Hare (Chair), David Davies, Doug Simkiss, Siobhan Quenby, David Ellard, Ed Peile, Francis Kamwendo, Marshal Lemerani, Godfrey Mbaruku, Alan Davies, Senga Pemba, Fannie Kachale, Anne-Marie Brennan.
1.  Apologies

Neil Johnson, Staffan Bergström, Chisale Mhango
2.  Minutes of last teleconference held on 21st September 2011
Approved.
Action points discussed:

 - Email list of trainees.  AMB has circulated this.

 - Support for the NPCs.  ML reported that some progress is now being made.

 - Registration of Wanagwa Chimwaza for PhD.  F. Kamwendo reported she is now registered.

 - Venues for Malawi training.  ML reported that these are now booked.
 - Applications from NPCs.  ML reported 50 received; others in post; to be reviewed by ML and CM.

 - List of Health Centres.
 - Assessment group meeting.  Progress reported below.

 - D-Tree collaboration summary.  DS has circulated this.

Action:  GM to contact D-Tree representative in Dar es Salaam.

SP discussed work with Ericsson.

Action: SP to send paper on progress of discussion.
3.  Update from Tanzania

a) Kigoma course and leadership training.  One month remaining.  Leadership module will take place shortly, run by Sidney Ndeki, who will also assist with the Malawi May 2012 Leadership module.

b) Assessments.  The ETATMBA Ethics Advisory Committee has requested a summary of Tanzania’s methods of assessment for the project aims.  DE commented that there is ongoing assessment of outcomes in Tanzania, though these are not specifically connected to the project.  Action: The assessment of the project needs to be addressed.

c) Research capacity training progress.  One suitable candidate has been identified and been in contact with the University of Ruaha (link University for Ifakara).  Will be registered by the Department of Paediatrics.  A potential second student has also been identified, although these discussions are at an earlier stage.

d) Summary of assessment of project for ETATMBA Ethics Committee.  As above.

4.  Update from Malawi

a) Progress in accreditation of course with University of Malawi CoM.  F. Kamwendo reported that CM will be seeing the Malawi Medical Council tomorrow, with course documentation.

b) Research ethics applications.  No further communication from COMREC or NHSRC.  PO’H would like to meet representatives to discuss while the group is in Malawi.  Would be available on 23rd, 24th or 25th November.
DS would like to contact Dr Queen Dube, paediatrician.

Action: F. Kamwendo to contact Dr Dube to arrange appointment for DS to meet while group in Malawi.


c) Teaching registrar support/needs.  Need to think ahead to plan the role of the registrars, as well as the logistics such as where they will live, transportation, subsistence.

Action: F. Kamwendo will give this consideration.


d) Recruitment for Module 1.  This is proceeding as discussed above.
5.  Venues for November courses in Malawi
ML has accommodation and transport booked.
Action: ML to email AMB with fine details of transport and accommodation logistics, and availability of NeoNatalies and HBB sets.

6.  Action points

6a)  Progress in WP1 Assessment group

As discussed above.  DD, SP, SQ and DS have looked at the OSCEs and assessments and are planning to meet on 8th/9th November to discuss.  Hoping to develop an OSCE around the use of the partogram.  PO’H suggested trying out assessments on other medical students; EP would prefer not to do that, as the use of assessment is tied to the course and its context and responses from UK students can’t be directly compared.  The aim of the course is to empower and “upskill” the NPCs.  SQ agreed the course is unique and there are probably no other direct comparators.
6b)  Progress in WP2 Guidelines group

SB is away at present; PO’H spoke to him separately a few days ago.  SB has done a lot of work on the guidelines for Tanzania and Malawi and is customising them.  This will involve adding specifics to the Malawi guidelines and updating the Tanzania guidelines.  PO’H proposes spending extra time while in Malawi to continue with the update.
SQ and DS pointed out that the Malawi guidelines are based on the WHO and are appropriate, but need to be distilled into a more portable form, such as flow charts or SMS, to make them more accessible for clinicians.

F. Kamwendo reminded the group that Malawi had formulated protocols along these lines.  He now has a contact, and is awaiting a response to his enquire.

F. Kachale said that she has copies of the protocols and that she could circulate to the group.
Action:  F. Kachale to send copies of the protocols to AMB for circulation.

6c)  Progress in WP2 Professional support network

DD will further investigate this while in Malawi.  PO’H reminded the group that there is a budget for administrative support.
F. Kamwendo commented that a network of NPCs does exist.
Action: F. Kamwendo to forward contact details of NPC support network
Note: Contact was lost with F. Kachale at this point; unable to regain.

7.  Communication networks SMS technology and guidelines
PO’H suggested DS chair a subgroup including SP, DD and SB to continue pursuing this matter with Ericsson and other contacts.
8.  Update on establishing committees and EC partnerships

a) Committees.  The Ethics Advisory Committee has met twice.  Dates are to be arranged for the External Advisory Board.  AMB has had difficulty contacting Dr Henock Ngonyani.
Action: GM to send a further contact email address.

9.  Dates for Module 2 (Malawi 2012)
The dates for Module 2 are weeks commencing: 14 May (week 1), 21 May (week 2), 28 May (week 3) and 04 June (week 4).
The group meeting will be held on the middle weekend, ie 26-27 May.

10.  Dates for Venice International Symposium and Meeting 2013

PO’H proposed May 2013 but would like the opinions of the Committee.  There was agreement that it would be suitable to use the Venice accommodation owned by the University of Warwick.

11.  Any other business

In preparation for the Malawi training course:

Action:  SQ to send final versions of OSCEs by Sunday 6 November


   DD send EP the current version


   DE to send feedback forms


   Insert for reflective diaries to be revised


   ML to request the May pilot clinical officers to bring their logbooks to Nkhotakota.

12.  Date of next teleconference
The next meeting will be Thursday 8th December.

The times are: 08.30am (UK), 10.30am (Malawi) and 11.30am (Tanzania).

