ETATMBA Ethics Advisory Committee

Teleconference

Monday 31st October 2011
at 09:30 UK, 11:30 Malawi, 12:30 Tanzania
MINUTES
Present: Anne Slowther (AMS) (chair), Chisale Mhango (CM), Joyce Ikingura (JI), David Ellard (DE), Anne-Marie Brennan (AMB)
1. Apologies

None

2.
Minutes of last meeting held on 19th September 2011

Approved.
3.
Update on local ethics committee in the UK

The Biomedical Research Ethics Committee (BREC) at the University of Warwick met at the beginning of October.  The project was awarded conditional approval subject to some amendments.  These have been addressed, and full approval has been awarded, as long as this is linked to full approval by the Malawi ethics committees.
4.
Update on local ethics committees in Malawi
Still awaiting permission from the National Health Services Research Committee.  Approval is also required from the Malawi Medical Council; CM has a meeting with a representative on 4th November.
Action:  CM to report outcome of Medical Council meeting to AMB


    CM also to follow up NHSRC regarding progress.

5.
Update on local ethics committees in Tanzania

A teaching course is underway in Kigoma.  No research ethics applications have been made, as there is no research study attached to the Tanzanian work.  Measurement of study outcomes is unclear for Tanzania.

Action:  AMS requests summary of Tanzania’s planned assessment of the project objectives.
6.
Review of letter to Staffan Bergström
CM requested a small amendment, which has been incorporated.  JI would like to see a copy of the Tanzanian guidelines.  These are available on the ETATMBA website.
Action:  AMB to email website link.
CM commented that the guidelines are currently under review by Staffan Bergström, and that there are two separate courses taught in Malawi and Tanzania.
AMS pointed out the importance of linking the activities of the two countries, and identifying similarities; JI also emphasised that a synchronised evaluation should be achieved.
JI would like to discuss the study with Staffan, and would like to investigate the training videos further, as there are Tanzanian guidelines about the use of videos as teaching materials.
7.
Ethics of patient contribution to training sessions

The course organisers would like to incorporate the experiences of a service user.  This may involve videoing an interview, and using the video in subsequent training sessions.  The advice of the Committee was sought regarding this matter.
CM commented that there are no clear guidelines, but that such an exercise has been undertaken many times in the past and a commonsense approach has been taken.

JI said that such a request would normally go via a committee.  It would generally be acceptable, as long as the participant is aware that they are being videoed, and gives full informed consent.

CM added that the participant should be able to review the completed video.

In conclusion, the committee supported the idea, as long as full informed consent was undertaken. The committee would wish to see an information sheet and consent form for this prior to the development of any video recordings.  The user/interviewee should be able to view and approve the video before use.
8.
Any other business

a) There is no Ethics Advisory Committee representative from Karolinska.
Action:  Paul O’Hare to be asked to put this matter to the steering committee

b) CM reported that he has recently seen Staffan’s updated training videos, and that they have been considerably edited.  He felt they are now much more acceptable.

Action:  AMB to obtain copies of the training videos for the Committee
c) DE asked CM about Malawi PhD student Marshal Lemerani’s proposal to use partogram data.  As this information will not be routinely collected, DE wanted to know if Marshal would need separate permission from Malawi.

CM responded that he would need to request additional approval.

9.
Date of next teleconference
The training session in Malawi ends in mid-December, so it may be practical to wait until after Christmas for the next meeting.

Action:  AMB to contact the committee regarding dates.

