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Greetings
● Respect to Founding members, Past Presidents and past members

● Thank you to Present members, Partners (UNESCO, WFEO, Electrifying Women International), 

Supporters (U Warwick, KWSE), INWES BOD 2021-2023 (Programs Committee, Conference 

Committee, IT team)

● Invitation to INWES to Future members



Celebrating 20 years of INWES: U Warwick joint project

● “Reimagining a STEM Research Culture: Lessons learnt from 20 years of evolution for inclusive 

representation in science and engineering.” 

● Collaboration with U Warwick (Prof. Georgia Kremmyda)

● 10 webinars, March to July 

● Final webinar to celebrate 20th anniversary of INWES July 20th  : Looking back 20 years for another 

leap forward



History of INWES
 1964:  the Continuing Committee for the International Conferences for Women Engineers and Scientists (ICWES)

 2002: INWES established (ICWES 12)

 2004: Incorporated in Canada as a not-for-profit corporation

 2008: Official NGO partner of UNESCO with consultative status

 2017: Consultative status of UN Economic and Social Council
 2019: Observer to UNFCC

“As a solution to tackle the issue of gender imbalances in STEM, UNESCO aims to support and promote 
networks of women scientists in various scientific domains and regions, such as, among others,
… the International Network of Women Engineers and Scientists.”

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/priority-areas/gender-and-science/



Did you know…?

Some facts about INWES



History of INWES: Why INWES?

 Needed a formal organization that overlooks ICWES

 Triggered by the Science Agenda-Framework for Action, adopted by the World Conference 

on Science in the 21st C (July 1999) by UNESCO & ISC: Article 90

“…special efforts should be made…to establish an international network of women scientists”

 In order to develop a broader mandate and strengthen existing associations and networks



History of INWES: Why INWES?

● Science Agenda-Framework for Action, adopted by the World Conference on Science in the 

21st C (July 1999) by UNESCO & ISC:

 Emphasis on practice of scientific research and the use of scientific knowledge to be aimed at the 

welfare of humankind

 The need for an international network: special efforts to ensure full participation of women and girls 

in all aspects of science and technology

“…special efforts should be made…to establish an international network of women scientists”



History of INWES: 30 Countries voted for start of INWES

 2001: Preparation for INWES by 20 women from 10 countries and 8 organizations, Canada

 2002: INWES established with Canadian Commission for UNESCO support & unanimous 
vote from delegates from 30 countries at ICWES12 (July 30, 2002)

Australia (Engineers Australia), Canada (ICWES host), Czech Republic, Egypt, France (FI), Germany, India, Iran, 
Ireland(WITS), Ivory Coast (CIFISATS), Japan(ICWES chair), Kenya, Poland (U Wroclaw), Slovenia, Switzerland (SVIN), 
Taiwan, Uganda (Solar Promotion & Women Engineers Technicians and Scientists), UK (WES), Ukraine, USA (SWE), Zambia 
/ proxies by Bangladesh, Bermuda, China, Ghana (Peggy Oti-Boateng), Korea (KWSE), Mauritius, Nigeria, Pakistan, South 
Africa

 2004: Incorporated in Canada as a not-for-profit corporation



History of INWES: Interim Board members in 2002

Susan Bird, UK Gloria Bonder, Argentina
ClaireDeschênes, Canada (Secretary) Issié Yvonne Gueye, Ivory Coast
Monique Frize, Canada (President) Gail Mattson, USA (Treasurer)
Joanna O. Maduka, Nigeria Mahin Rahmani, Iran
Sachiko Okuda, Japan Anna Szemik-Hojniak, Poland
Marianne Rodot, France
Suriya Mayandi Thevar, India
Kwang Hwa (Sophia) Chung (Myung Hee Jung in 2003), Korea

* In 2003, 3 more joined (16 members from13 countries) :
Renee Clair, UNESCO Karin Durmeyer (IBM), Germany

Yolanda George, USA



 The Interim Board meeting (BM2) of INWES in Daejeon, Korea

 Regional Conference in Daejeon, Korea, November, 2003, 

organized by KWSE

 The first newsletter was published in 2004

History of INWES: 2003



History of INWES: 2004
 The Interim Board meeting 3 of INWES    in Nairobi, Kenya

 Regional Conference (Regional Workshop), August 2004, 

organized by INWES



History of INWES: 2005
 Election of 16 Board of Directors at the 1st General Meeting  of members, Seoul, Korea

 ICWES13: the first ICWES held organized by INWES 

Captured from INWES newsletter 2006, vol3, Issue 1



After INWES…..

How far around the globe has INWES reached?



ICWES before INWES (1964-2002)



ICWES after INWES (1964-2023)



ICWES & RC after INWES (1964-2023)



For the next 20 years…

● Find Wisdom: Link to the past
○ Record and archive the history of INWES & history of women in science and engineering worldwide

● Act : Improve the Present 
○ Projects

○ UN activities : COP, NGO CSW

○ Regional Network Activities 

○ Support new women in STEM networks

○ Collaborate with partners: WFEO, UNESCO 

● Envision: Connect to the Future
○ Expand our network further: reach out to Latin America

○ Network with the young: WAGGS , YWSCamp



Thank you!

Let us continue to together fulfill the mission of 

“building a better future worldwide through the full 

participation of women in girls in STEM”

http://www.inwes.org


