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Entrepreneurship 
in the UAE –
General Overview 

• In 2010,UAE launched its 2021 vision
aims to position UAE amongst the leading
countries in the world.

• To support the transition to a competitive
knowledge-based economy driven by
innovation and entrepreneurship,

• The UAE National Agenda has led the
government in setting policies and
programs to enable active participation in
small and medium enterprises.



Academic perspective 

A decree was issued in the year 2015 by the
prime minister of the UAE that all
universities in the UAE should include in
within its educational programs a mandatory
course “innovation and entrepreneurship” In
collaboration with Stanford university the
MOE and PMO in UAE developed the course.



Global Entrepreneurship Monitor – Annual Report 2018 UAE



GEM entrepreneurial Index 2017
The UAE has the highest GESI among all innovation driven economies in 2017 despite its adult 

population not spotting enough opportunities to start-up a business



Policies & Initiatives 



Business Environment That Supports Gender Equality

• The UAE business environment is committed to driving equality
in the business world. It recognizes greater gender equality
than any other country in the MENA region.

• The UAE government is driving initiatives to address gender
equality in the workforce directly. It pledged $50m to the
Women Entrepreneurs Finance Initiative fund in 2017, leading
to the closure of 64% of the overall gender gap in the UAE
workforce.

• Gender equality is one of the UAE government’s declared
sustainable development goals so that it becomes one of the
top 25 countries in the world for gender equality by 2021.



Business Setup Packages Exclusively for Women



BWC and its impactful role

• Dubai Government introduced Dubai women Establishment (DWE). The main aim of this 
wing is to support women to be a good entrepreneur. 

• SBWC

• ADBC

• DBWC

• EBWC

• E – Trader license to attract women and young entrepreneurs to start their business with 
bare minimum investment. 

• Home visa

• introduced new visa rules 

• Widows & Divorcees

• Entrepreneur Visa



Challenges?!



Fear of failure
Traditions & cultural factors
Working hours
Skills 
Access to resources
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