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Community groups

• Arise from ‘grass roots’
• Led by enthusiastic individuals
• Range of very useful skills
• Engaged in a variety of activities

• Differing relationships with Parish/Town Councils
• Funding and ‘communication routes’ can be a limitation
• Excellent support from Warwickshire Wildlife Trust and a number of 

donors/funders



SWAN – South Warwickshire Area Network for Wildlife



Impact
• Members of community groups really want to make a difference
• How can they have impact?

• Raising awareness 
• Can influence other ‘land managers’ – Parish Council, local farmers, gardeners, 

churchyards, schools…
• Community projects 

• ‘No Mow May’, managing community areas, bird boxes etc.
• Monitoring/recording/mapping
• What about verges?

• What else could they do?
• How can communities support the LNRS?



Local Nature Action Plans (LNAP)
• All local authorities including town and parish 

councils have a duty to have regard to 
biodiversity under the Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities Act 2006.

• A Local Nature Action Plan is the community’s 
plan to declare what they will do to help 
nature’s recovery. 

• Parishes/towns do not need to follow every 
step and each plan will be slightly different, 
depending on resource availability. 

• The document is not a statutory document, it 
is a guide to help communities take action if 
they choose to.

• Good advice available including from 
Warwickshire & West Midlands Association of 
Local Councils (WALC)
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Responsibilities
County Council – Local Nature Recovery Strategy
Wildlife Trust - County Biodiversity Action Plans
District Council – Biodiversity Action Plans
Parish/Town Council – Local Nature Action Plans

The ‘Biodiversity Landscape’

• All provide support for 
actions at a local scale

• Local actions more 
effective if part of the 
landscape strategy
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