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Here is all the useful information I can think of for going abroad. I hope you will find it at least somewhat helpful.  I have mainly talked about the preparations I made over the summer to go abroad, how the maths course works at Grenoble (and other modules you can take), and my experiences speaking French. 
PREPARING TO GO
I wish you the best of luck with all the websites and forms; there are a lot of them. I would strongly recommend checking your emails regularly, and having a semi-decent organisation system for your emails and documents so you can find important stuff later. 
VISA
This was a somewhat long process but there are explanations online. You do have to go in person to a visa appointment at a TLS centre in either Edinburgh, Wandsworth or Manchester where they take your documents. It is (obviously) very important to have all the correct documents with you, I got given the advice of “take every document you can possibly think of” which is good advice, I think. Also, make sure you have a photo of yourself that satisfies the requirements, I got one from a passport photo booth. I had everything I needed, but I was told that they charge you a lot to take photos / print documents on the spot.
 Accommodation 
Conveniently, the ISSO (International students and scholars office) sent me an email in June offering me accommodation for a year, and applying through them is probably easier than trying to find accommodation by yourself. There is CROUS accommodation or private student accommodation. I chose to be in CROUS accommodation and was put in Résidence Ouest, which was fine (although the kitchens had a few cockroaches). There are nicer CROUS accommodations out there but I think a lot of people get put in Ouest or Berlioz (which is nearby and very similar). You get somewhat limited choice.
Also, you need either a guarantor who lives in France, or to use the Visale system, which CROUS accepts but apparently not everyone does. 
The CROUS websites when applying were annoying and mildly stressful, they were the most unintuitive to navigate websites ever and the information they gave was unclear. For example there was an email saying it was extremely important to complete the rental file within the next 8 days, which I couldn’t do because I didn’t have my Visale yet, but then turns out that only applied to French students, but I possibly still needed to upload a document every week saying  “sorry I don’t have Visale yet” in order to stop the rental file closing automatically. They also kept sending emails being like “sorry guys we’re mildly overwhelmed because everyone’s emailing us”, “sorry guys there’s been a technical issue with the applications but don’t worry we’ll still accept it even if it’s past the deadline, even though the website says this deadline is really important”, etc

Timings
Here is a list of most/all the random preparation stuff I did, in chronological order up to the point of arrival (not including the application to Warwick which happened earlier in the year)
	Applied for the uni, prepared learning agreement 

	Applied for EEF certificate (for visa) - need to create an account before even looking at the start of the process on their website

	Applied for accommodation (via ISSO - not much info until start of June but then there was a lot of information)

	Paid £110 to EEF

	Dealt with French course stuff (29 June) (they wanted me to do a placement test online, but it had to be specifically in Firefox for some reason)

	Checked expiry date of passport and GHIC

	Got a Wise account (or similar, to make it easier to exchange/use money abroad)

	Visa step 2 (filled in more forms online)

	Booked visa appointment & paid (there was a random surprise 1hr payment timer)

	Got health insurance  

	Got home insurance for room

	Completed risk assessment for Warwick

	Visa appointment in person (9 July)

	Emailed CROUS to say I can’t finish their forms they want me to fill in until I have a visa

	Created login for UGA system account

	Sent an email to Warwick confirming the course I wanted to be on (they sent a random email in the middle of the summer holidays so lucky I checked my Warwick email because I was using personal email for most of this stuff)

	Emailed CROUS to change move-in date

	Re-emailed CROUS

	Got passport back with visa in!!

	Applied for Visale (French guarantor thing)

	Finished CROUS rental file

	Applied for buddy scheme (there were more applicants than buddies so I never got a buddy, but Integre did a “buddy evening” near the start of term where you can meet people)

	Got a sim so I can have mobile data in France (I got one from lovemobile data and I needed a physical one because my phone won’t let me use an e-sim)

	Decided I didn’t need to sign up to Ameli (French health system thing) (I never actually worked out if I was correct about this but it’s fine since I didn’t get ill)

	Arrived!

	Validated visa




FRENCH LANGUAGE
One of my main reasons for going abroad was to use and improve my French. I did French A-level and some French modules from the Language Centre during my first two years at Warwick, but I had never used French in my daily life. 
When I arrived, I really appreciated knowing some French because it made it a lot easier to spend time in French-speaking spaces such as my maths lessons and social events.
In my year abroad, I practiced French in the following ways.
· French course at the start of the year
The UGA offered me the option of a week-long intensive French course at the end of August, or a more spread-out course taken over the first semester. I chose the week-long one. It was a very good way to make friends at the beginning, and having French lessons right at the beginning made me feel more prepared for life in France, especially since that was how our teacher focussed the lessons. Also, I really enjoyed it! 
· Maths lessons taught in French
I found it fine understanding the words my lecturers were saying, however I consistently had no idea what was going on with the maths. It was quite fun learning some maths-specific vocabulary in French. Despite doing very badly in most of my maths modules, I did fine in the oral exam, perhaps partly because I was stressed about it being in French and so I revised more for it. I heard that someone in a different university was able to ask their lecturers to do their oral exams in English, so it might be worth asking for that if it would be easier.
· Daily life 
Over the start of the year, I noticed my confidence in using French improved a lot as I used it to talk to people rather than just in lessons. I found it more difficult to be friendly with people in my class in French, however about halfway through the year I found a good group of friends from my maths class who I am hoping to stay in touch with this year! Spending time with them was very fun and they were kind enough to explain things to me even if it sometimes took me a while to figure out what the conversation was about or didn’t know a certain word or phrase. 
· Integre
This is the international group. It can be a good place to meet people, and a lot of people speak English there. At the beginning of each semester, they do two weeks with a lot of activities, and regular stuff over the course of the year. They post information about all these things on their Instagram. If you volunteer to help run events you can be added to a WhatsApp group chat. Here are links to their website and to their Instagram page https://www.integre-grenoble.org/  https://www.instagram.com/association.integre/

 

STRUCTURE OF YEAR THREE MATHS AT UGA

General structure
I took third-year modules, which were all taught in French. I think there are masters modules which are taught in English but I didn’t look into this. 
In third year maths, there are two groups; “L3M” and “L3MAA” (maths avec approfondissements), which is more difficult than L3M, approximately the level of UK third-year university maths. There are also some people from L3MAA doing “magistère”, which involves a small number of bonus modules and was very irrelevant to me except that I was advised not to take those modules.  I did maths modules exclusively from L3MAA, although there were some which I chose not to do, and I did non-maths modules in a language and a sport. 
There are fewer modules than there are at Warwick (each one is larger), and there is less choice (although doing an intercalated year and not actually having to follow a specific path, you can technically choose what you want rather than just following one course). Also, modules are assessed through a mixture of end-of-semester exams and tests taken throughout the semester. 
Structure of lessons, timetables etc.
The academic year is divided into two semesters, with most modules running over the course of one of them. There is a week’s break in the middle of both semesters. 
Almost all of my lectures were in the Institut Fourier building.
Modules are taught with a mixture of lesson types, notably CMs (cours magistraux) which are lectures, and TDs (travaux dirigés) which are seminars, and are taught by a different teacher than the CMs. They mostly involve the students that have done the work showing their answers to questions on the blackboard. Our year was split into two groups for TDs (no one told me which group I was in so I chose one at random). 
In terms of timetabling, lectures and TDs were typically 1h30 or 2hrs long, with a break in between consecutive things. Also, lessons started from 8.30am. One of our lecturers claimed credit for it not being 8am and I appreciate him for that. 
There is an Institut Fourier Discord server where teachers sometimes sent things like lecture notes, question sheets, information about rescheduled lessons etc. 
There were no recordings of lectures, but there did tend to be lecture notes and question sheets which were used in the TDs. 
https://www-fourier.univ-grenoble-alpes.fr/~L3maths/ - Institut Fourier website


NON-MATHS MODULES, LEARNING AGREEMENT
The main options for taking other modules are to take a sports module, take a language module, or to take an ETC interdiciplinaire. 
Sports modules
They are well-explained on the website and the process for applying caused me no problems. If you don’t get either of your choices when applying online you should really go to the in-person “second chance sports fair” where you can sign up manually (there were a lot of people there when I went which makes it difficult to work out where you’re going).
Language modules
It didn’t like me trying to sign up online so I had to go to their office in person but otherwise it was fine. 
ETC interdisciplinaires
These are just a bunch of introductory-level modules from a bunch of departments which you can take. There is a list on the UGA website and a lot of them look really cool! However, I had great difficulty signing up for them and didn’t manage to take any in either of the semesters. The two main problems were that the online system didn’t like me trying to sign up online, and then when I went to their office it turned out that places on the courses went in priority to people who had them as a required part of their course, so a lot of them filled up before I had the opportunity to apply, including the one I wanted to take. I think if you are more persistent than me, you should be able to take one, but don’t get too attached to any one particular module.  
Both for the language module and ETC interdisciplinaire, I couldn’t sign up online (something to do with the way the maths department does things) and emailing them was very unhelpful, but going to their office was much more helpful so I would recommend doing that if you have similar problems.
The ETC interdisciplinaire office is hidden away on an obscure corner of campus, and the address took me a while to find online. It is:
Bâtiment Pierre Mendès France 2 - 1° étage
1001, rue des résidences
Domaine universitaire - Saint Martin d'Hères 
Learning agreement
I would recommend not stressing too much about getting this exactly right when trying to fill it in before going; you will probably have to change it in September anyway. It is slightly annoying and time-consuming.
Jérémy Guéré from the maths department went through it with me, which was helpful. The international exchange coordinator was extremely helpful and nice but she left in January and I don’t know who the new one is. 
Doing an intercalated year probably made it easier since there were no requirements from Warwick I had to fulfil.
OTHER RANDOM STUFF
Friends
I was mildly surprised and pleased to end up making some French friends from my maths class who I talked to in French despite my French not being perfect. My friends were the best part of my year abroad.
Skiing
A lot of people do this, it is a lot easier since Grenoble is close to the mountains! 
https://u-glisse.com/en/ 

Transportation
Bike is probably the best way to get around; you can rent a bike from Mvelo at the start of the year (don’t take your own bike though since there’s a high risk of it getting stolen). I think they also do cycling lessons for beginners on campus if you feel like learning to cycle.
I did not do this and went places on foot or by tram, which also worked. If you buy a tram ticket from the machines at the tram stop, you need to also scan it on the small blue things before getting on the tram for it to be valid.
One cool thing about the tram stops is that some of them have short story distributors so you can read a short story while you wait for your tram. This includes the one right outside my accommodation so I enjoyed getting a short story quite often when I walked to/from campus. However the short stories do sometimes get stuck inside the machine.
CROUS restaurants
There are a few on campus, you can eat there for one euro at lunchtime which is great (they always have a vegetarian and non-vegetarian option, not great for vegan options though). You will need an Izly account, you will hopefully get emailed about how to set that up once you arrive. My Google Play Store wouldn’t let me download the Izly app since it still had my location saved as the UK, but I just used the website instead which worked fine.
Pine processionary caterpillars (chenilles processionnaires)
If you see caterpillars moving in a single file line in spring, don’t touch them.

Patafix
French blu tack is called patafix and it comes in a yellow packet. I mildly embarrassed myself at the start of the year by completely failing to speak French to someone while trying to ask where I could find blu tack.

Conclusion
I really enjoyed my year in Grenoble! I hope you will also enjoy your year abroad if you decide to go. 
If you have questions, you can email me and I will do my best to respond helpfully





