CLAHRC West Midlands

Social Care Summit

Although we have strong relationships with our local healthcare providers and local authorities, Sustainability and Transformation Plans (STPs) present a new framework to work within. There are 6 STPs within the area covered by NIHR CLAHRC West Midlands and whilst there is some commonality across themes and priorities, each has its own identity and unique infrastructure landscape over which service delivery will be overlaid.

The West Midlands Academic Health Science Network runs three geography-based Membership Innovation Councils, each chaired by one of the STP leads. These offer a very helpful forum for ongoing discussions around innovation, evaluation and development of new care models, as well as an opportunity for both those heavily and peripherally involved with STPs to come together and contribute to their development.

To supplement work in the south of the region, NIHR CLAHRC West Midlands organised and hosted a Social Care Summit in June 2016 to bring together all the key stakeholders from the Coventry and Warwickshire STP. This included the STP lead, Chair of the STP Design Authority and leaders of the City and County councils, along with key academics from NIHR CLAHRC West Midlands. Discussions focussed on the key challenges faced within the STP, the research and evidence gaps that exist, and how these might be addressed within this and future NIHR programmes. Initiatives such as this demonstrate how positive engagement with the STPs can influence the future direction of research and help to ensure that they remain – or become – CLAHRC-friendly spaces.
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