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COVID-19 Evidence and information resources: background

Aim
This file/document aims to collate key research evidence and other publicly available information 
that may help with decision making in understanding and dealing with the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Th information should be valuable for everyone, although the primary 
audience for this file/document are health researchers, health care professionals and decision 
makers who are working for/with residents of slums and other resource-constrained urban settings.

Aspiration
This file/document is intended to be a ‘living’ file/document that is continued to be updated. The 
initial content is drawn from generic international literature and other information gathered from 
research partners of the Improving Health in Slums Collaborative who are primarily based in 
Bangladesh, Kenya, Nigeria and Pakistan and UK. It is hoped that the content and format of this 
file/document will continue to evolve and improve, with its geographic coverage expanded while its 
focus more specialised to become a prime resource for people who endeavour to improve health in 
slums and beyond in the face of COVID-19. 
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COVID-19: Official guidelines – WHO (1)

Interim guidance on scaling-up COVID-19 outbreak in readiness 
and response operations in camps and camp-like Settings (jointly 
developed by IFRC, IOM, UNHCR and WHO)

COVID-19: How to include marginalized and vulnerable people in 
risk communication and community engagement

Guidelines most relevant to slum settings

Responding to COVID-19: real-time training in national languages

Back to title page

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/interim-guidance-scaling-covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response-operations-camps-and-camp
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-how-include-marginalized-and-vulnerable-people-risk-communication-and-community-engagement
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19-national-languages


COVID-19: Official guidelines – WHO (2)

Other technical guidance

• Critical preparedness, readiness 
and response actions for COVID-19

• Country-level coordination, 
planning, and monitoring

• Surveillance, rapid response 
teams, and case investigation

• National laboratories
• Clinical care
• Infection prevention and control / 

WASH

• Risk communication and community 
engagement

• COVID-19 Critical items & essential 
supplies forecasting tool

• Guidance for schools, workplaces & 
institutions

• Early investigations protocols
• Points of entry and mass gatherings
• Health workers
• Maintaining essential health services and 

systems
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https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance


COVID-19: Research evidence & activities

Evidence 
summaries

Ongoing 
research
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maps

Research 
opportunities

Epidemiology & 
risk modelling

Management 
& treatment

Detection & 
tracing methods
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Service delivery 
& organisation

Back to title page



COVID-19: Research evidence – evidence maps

EPPI Centre: COVID-19 
living systematic map of 
the evidence: records of latest 

research evidence retrieved from 
regularly updated, systematic 
searches sorted by type of research 
question/evidence

Campbell Collaboration UK 
& Ireland: records of latest 

research evidence retrieved from 
regularly updated, systematic 
searches, mapped geographically and 
sorted by study design
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http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/cms/Projects/DepartmentofHealthandSocialCare/Publishedreviews/COVID-19Livingsystematicmapoftheevidence/tabid/3765/Default.aspx
http://meta-evidence.co.uk/the-role-of-evidence-synthesis-in-covid19/


COVID-19: Research evidence – evidence summaries

Cochrane Library Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) resources: including 

special collections on critical care, 
infection control and prevention 
measures, effective options for quitting 
smoking during the pandemic; and rapid 
reviews in progress

Oxford COVID-19 Evidence 
Service: including synopsis of 

critically appraised evidence on 
commonly asked questions related to 
COVID-19 pandemic
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https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/covid-19


COVID-19: Research evidence – epidemiology (1)

Transmission of viral infection in slums (not COVID-19)

1. Goes LGB, et al. Typical epidemiology of respiratory virus infections in a Brazilian slum. J Med Virol 2019; 
10.1002/jmv.25636. http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jmv.25636
2. Verma R, et al. Community perception about swine flu in an urban slum of Haryana: A cross-sectional study. J 
Family Med Prim Care 2018;7:1515-20. http://dx.doi.org/10.4103/jfmpc.jfmpc_151_18
3. Adiga A, et al. Disparities in spread and control of influenza in slums of Delhi: findings from an agent-based 
modelling study. BMJ Open 2018;8:e017353. http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2017-017353
4. Rahman M, et al. Molecular analysis of amantadine-resistant influenza A (H1N1 pdm09) virus isolated from 
slum dwellers of Dhaka, Bangladesh. Virus Genes 2017;53:377-85. http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11262-017-1447-x
5. Gurav YK, et al. Influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 outbreak detected in inter-seasonal months during the surveillance 
of influenza-like illness in Pune, India, 2012-2015. Epidemiol Infect 2017;145:1898-909. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/s0950268817000553
6. Rahman SR, et al. Effect of risk factors on the prevalence of influenza infections among children of slums of 
Dhaka city. Springerplus 2016;5:602. http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s40064-016-2275-5
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jmv.25636
http://dx.doi.org/10.4103/jfmpc.jfmpc_151_18
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2017-017353
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11262-017-1447-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/s0950268817000553
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COVID-19: Research evidence – epidemiology (2)

Transmission of viral infection in slums (not COVID-19)

7. Oliveira CR, et al. Influenza-like illness in an urban community of Salvador, Brazil: incidence, seasonality and 
risk factors. BMC Infect Dis 2016;16:125. http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12879-016-1456-8
8. Judd MC, et al. The Role of HIV in the Household Introduction and Transmission of Influenza in an Urban Slum, 
Nairobi, Kenya, 2008-2011. J Infect Dis 2015;212:740-4. http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiv106
9. Islam MA, et al.  Antigenic and genetic characterization of influenza B viruses in 2012 from slums, Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. Southeast Asian J Trop Med Public Health 2015;46:611-5.
10. Goutard FL, et al. How to reach the poor? Surveillance in low-income countries, lessons from experiences in 
Cambodia and Madagascar. Prev Vet Med 2015;120:12-26. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.prevetmed.2015.02.014
11. Doshi S, et al. Household-level risk factors for influenza among young children in Dhaka, Bangladesh: a case-
control study. Trop Med Int Health 2015;20:719-29. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/tmi.12475
12. Breiman RF, et al. Severe acute respiratory infection in children in a densely populated urban slum in Kenya, 
2007-2011. BMC Infect Dis 2015;15:95. http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12879-015-0827-x
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COVID-19: Research evidence – epidemiology (3)

Transmission of viral infection in slums (not COVID-19)

13. Imai C, et al. Tropical influenza and weather variability among children in an urban low-income population in 
Bangladesh. Glob Health Action 2014;7:24413. http://dx.doi.org/10.3402/gha.v7.24413
14. Schwanke Khilji SU, et al. Distribution of selected healthcare resources for influenza pandemic response in 
Cambodia. Int J Equity Health 2013;12:82. http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1475-9276-12-82
15. Bigogo GM, et al. Epidemiology of respiratory syncytial virus infection in rural and urban Kenya. J Infect Dis 
2013;208 Suppl 3:S207-16. http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jit489
16. Abdullah Brooks W, et al. Influenza A and B infection in children in urban slum, Bangladesh. Emerg Infect Dis 
2007;13:1507-8. http://dx.doi.org/10.3201/eid1310.070368
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COVID-19: Research evidence – epidemiology (4)

Our World in Data
• International COVID-

19 statistics
• Based on data from 

the European Centre 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention

• Comprehensive real-
time data for world-
wide, international 
comparison with 
interactive features
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https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus


• All the latest information about studies on the NIHR website NIHR's response to COVID-
19 including Details of the process and the new single point of entry for prioritising COVID-
19 studies and application form: High priority COVID-19 Urgent Public Health Research 
application

• Studies do not have to secure funding before submission and, with regard to HRA approvals, 
researchers should make an application through the national prioritisation process first and 
will be signposted for expedited regulatory approvals so that approval review can progress in 
parallel to the system of assessment leading to a view from CMO/DCMO on 
prioritisation. A live list of these studies is being collated and updated. To Read the full 
statement published by NIHR and the Q&A document. The CMO letter only lists the 3 main 
studies and the NIHR were keen to acknowledge there will be more are encouraged to open 
all that they can.

COVID-19: Research opportunities – UK NIHR

Information from UK Critical Care Research Group
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https://www.nihr.ac.uk/covid-19/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/researchers/collaborations-services-and-support-for-your-research/run-your-study/government-support-for-research-related-to-covid-19.htm
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSew7jJiCfwtSPECtoQYLF9QknWZfeWQXDRySkDLnawE4RL39g/viewform
https://www.hra.nhs.uk/planning-and-improving-research/policies-standards-legislation/covid-19-guidance-sponsors-sites-and-researchers/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/covid-19/urgent-public-health-studies-covid-19.htm
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/news/dhsc-issues-guidance-on-the-impact-on-covid-19-on-research-funded-or-supported-by-nihr/24469
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/qanda-on-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-research-funded-or-supported-by-nihr/24467


COVID-19: News coverage (1) – special articles

27 March 2020 ARC West 
Midlands -

COVID-19: Locking down 
urban settlements in Sub-

Saharan Africa
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https://arcwm.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/arc-wm-newsblog-2020-03-27.pdf


COVID-19: News coverage (2) – special articles

1 April 2020 The New Humanitarian: 
Coronavirus in the city: A Q&A on 
the catastrophe confronting the 

urban poor

27 March 2020 Global Dashboard: 
How to tackle coronavirus in slums
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https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2020/04/01/coronavirus-cities-urban-poor
https://www.globaldashboard.org/2020/03/27/how-to-tackle-coronavirus-in-slums/


COVID-19: News coverage (3) – slums in India

4 April 2020 CNN: Doctors say India must prepare for an 
'onslaught' as one of Asia's biggest slums reports first 
coronavirus death

2 April 2020 ITV: India's largest slum records first coronavirus 
case

3 April 2020 RTE: Indian police cordon off parts of Asia's 
biggest slum after coronavirus deaths

Summary: cases of COVID-19 

infection and related death 
started to emerge from Indian’s 
Dharavi neighbourhood of 
Mumbai, triggering substantial 
concerns. Areas have been 
cordoned off in an attempt to 
halt the spread of the virus. The 
halting economic activities and 
Indian government’s lockdown 
order triggered hundreds of 
thousands of migrant workers 
(some with families) to embark 
on lengthy journeys under very 
harsh conditions to go back to 
their rural homes.
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6 April 2020 BBC: Coronavirus: The race to stop the virus 
spread in Asia's 'biggest slum'

https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/03/asia/india-doctors-coronavirus-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.itv.com/news/2020-04-02/asia-india-slum-dharavi-coronavirus/
https://www.rte.ie/news/world/2020/0403/1128331-indian-police-cordon-off-slum-after-coronavirus-deaths/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-52159986


COVID-19: News coverage (4) – slums around the world

25 March 2020 Guardian: Brazil gangs impose strict curfews to slow 
coronavirus spread
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1 April 2020 CNN: Migrant workers sprayed with disinfectant in one Indian 
state

28 March 2020 Reuters: Brazilian rapper warns of coronavirus danger in 
Brazil's slums

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/25/brazil-rio-gangs-coronavirus
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/03/30/india/india-migrant-workers-sprayed-intl/index.html
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-brazil-rapper/brazilian-rapper-warns-of-coronavirus-danger-in-brazils-slums-idUKKBN21F0U7


COVID-19: Social responses

Photo/video coverage 
of Kibera slums in 
Instagram by 
@nicholesobecki on an 
assignment for the 
National Geographic

Video: Kenya fashion designer David Avido
distributed handmade, colourful face masks for 
free in the Kibera informal settlement

Photo: A mural reading “Let’s fight CORONA 
together” is painted on the side of a storefront 
by Art360 Kibera, a local gallery and creative hub

Video: Streets remain busy in the Kibera 
informal settlement
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https://www.instagram.com/p/B-XODZ7nTnV/?igshid=1rdrrvlpsvszm
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-SXeldn2zM/?igshid=1dfrcpw9ty0wr
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-b2TJ2nF9j/?igshid=b47ny69ctpc5


COVID-19 evidence & information resources for slums 
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Disclaimer
Every effort is made to ensure that the linkages provided in this file are accurate and that the 
information sources are trustworthy. The inclusion of evidence and information in this document does 
not guarantee the accuracy of the linked contents, which the users are encouraged to critically appraise.

Contact
Please contact Dr Yen-Fu Chen (Y-F.Chen@warwick.ac.uk) at the University of Warwick to report any 
errors and for any suggestions for improvement of this document. 
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