ETATMBA Teleconference

Thursday 15th May 2014 at 08:30hrs GMT
NOTES
Present:  Paul O’Hare (Chair), David Ellard, Doug Simkiss, Francis Kamwendo, Chimwemwe Mvula, Senga Pemba, Staffan Bergström, Anne-Marie Brennan
Unable to contact: Chikayiko Chiwandira
1. Apologies
David Davies, Chisale Mhango, Siobhan Quenby, Godfrey Mbaruku
2. Minutes of last teleconference held on 17th April 2014
Approved.
3. EC update
a)  PO’H reported that the revised Description of Work has been submitted following several queries from the Warwick finance office about the budget.  The EC will provide an informal response in the first instance, and will inform us when they would like the Periodic Report submitted.
b)  The Period 2 report is largely complete, but Form Cs are awaited from MoH, IHI and CoM

Action: Form C and Form C adjustments to be completed by Wednesday 21st May.
c)  PO’H reported that there is support in Warwick to provide advanced funding for the African partners if necessary – Ifakara will be prioritised.
4.
Research

DE reported that there is little change from last month but that progress is continuing.

a) Malawi.  In total there are 14 spreadsheets of data, with 70 variables over 3 years.  There is complete data for 9 districts; the remainder are being followed up.

b)  A process paper has been submitted to Lancet Global Health – response awaited.

c) Tanzania.  GM provided an update prior to the meeting to report that the masters students are working on data analysis.

Action: DE to ask FK to follow up missing data for 2011 with Benjamin.
5.
Dissemination
a)  As above, process paper under consideration by Lancet Global Health.
b)  No further update from EP regarding the values-based practice paper he is writing with Saliya Chipwete.
Action: AMB to request update from EP regarding values-based practice paper.
6.
Senior Clinical Research Fellow
PO’H reported that he met the potential SCRF last week at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine.  He is a Tanzanian obstetrician interested in following up the student cohorts.  He could be seconded to the project in IHI for July and August 2014, although Warwick would need to advance the funds to Tanzania for this.  There is approval in principle for this from both Warwick and IHI.  It would increase the sustainability of the project and SP expressed support for the plan.
Action: AMB to send the potential SCRF’s cv to GM and SP.

  Partners approve of continuing to engage with the potential SCRF.
7.
Marking
This item is for Malawi tutors: a reminder that Module 8 (second professional project) will soon be sent out for marking, which should be completed in advance of the final exam board meeting.
FK reported that the Malawi BSc is progressing well.  They are in discussion with other departments and funders for ongoing support.  The CHAMs are not interested in taking BSc students on placements; FK is in discussion with the Ministry regarding suitable hospital placements.  The deadline for applications for the next BSc course has just passed.

8.
Any other business
a) SB commented on the reduction in the EC payment for Karolinska as he is uncertain how this will be received by the institution.  PO’H suggested SB discuss with the KI finance office, but that the reductions for both KI and Warwick were necessary in order to allow the project to proceed.
b) The final project conference will be a teleconference rather than a visit, due to lack of funds.  Separate funding for a dissemination conference will be required if this is to proceed.
9.
Date of next teleconference

The next teleconference will be on Thursday 19th June 2014 at 8.30am UK, 9.30am Malawi, 10.30am Tanzania.
