ETATMBA Teleconference

Thursday 18th October 2012 at 08:30hrs BST
NOTES
Present:  Paul O’Hare (Chair), David Ellard, David Davies, Doug Simkiss, Ed Peile, Chisale Mhango, Francis Kamwendo, Chikayiko Chiwandira, Wanangwa Chimwaza, Godfrey Mbaruku, Staffan Bergström, Anne-Marie Brennan.
1. Apologies
Siobhan Quenby
Unable to contact: Senga Pemba, Fannie Kachale
2. Minutes of last teleconference held on 20th September 2012
Approved.
3.
Update by work packages

a) WP1 – Developing the workforce
GM reported no change in Tanzania since the last meeting.  Awaiting more funds.

b) WP2 – Developing improved clinical guidelines for local context and evaluation.

SB reported meeting the Ministry of Health regarding the guidelines.  Other interested parties also involved.  They are all interested in operationalizing the guidelines so progress is ongoing, albeit slow.

CM reported that he was awaiting input from Fannie Kachale but there has been no communication from her for some while.

PO’H commented that it is hoped the students will become involved with reviewing and applying guidelines.

c) WP3 – Professional support network.
DD reported that the Africa Network for NPCs organised for 6-8th November in Arusha is going ahead as planned.  SB is attending – queried financing.

DD said that financing will come from the project as agreed at the annual ETATMBA conference in May, classified as a WP3 activity.  DD has asked for more information regarding the agenda.
DD will also visit Ifakara for 1 week for curriculum development, assessment and OSCEs.

PO’H asked for an update from GM on the development of a professional association in Tanzania.  GM did not have details and SP was not available to answer.
DD pointed out that it is important to discuss the development of such a network and how this and other local networks can co-ordinate with the pan-Africa organisation.  Sustainability is key – at present, much of the activity is subsidised by external bodies such as the Columbia Public Health group.

d) WP4 – Dissemination.

PO’H reported no further change.  DE said that the protocol paper is still under consideration.

e) WP5 – Project management.

AMB reported that the Form Cs have now been sent following Warwick’s receipt of the audit certificate.  Signed copies are awaited.  Unclear how long the EC will take to review the report and respond.
5.
Research
Malawi

DE asked for an update from CC.  CC reported that data is available.

Action: DE asked CC to summarise progress in an email.
WC reported follow-up interviews in the intervention district; has interviewed 8 District Officers.

PhD application (Wanangwa Chimwaza) is still ongoing.  WC about to submit her proposal which will be reviewed by two academics.  Draft is ready to submit.

Action: WC to submit draft of PhD proposal to DE by end of the week for review.

Action: WC to provide a short summary of numbers and impressions so far (copied to FK).

DS asked if some of the numerical data could be reviewed.

Action: CC and team to put together some figures for review.

PhD application (Fannie Kachale) has been slower.  She has not heard back from the CoM regarding her application.

Tanzania
GM reported that he has not been able to contact Nelson Mandela University.  They still appear to be reviewing the paperwork but no response to date.  Better progress with the paediatrician candidate: the faculty will be visiting Ifakara and would like to interview him.  Post-course assessments will continue when the next tranche of funding is received.
6.
Module 3 staffing and planning

Meeting on 16th October for planning.  SQ has set up the overall structure which is now being developed further.  More local obstetric support would be ideal.
7.
Degree course development

Malawi – Proposal is with the Dean of Faculty.  No response yet.
Action: FK to follow up and find out if any response.

Warwick – further modules are progressing through the various committees.  PO’H suggested combining modules in May and November, with the professional project at the end.
EP reminded the meeting about the Medical Committee in Malawi, and asked if this has been involved in the approval of the course.

FK – has discussed with Adamson Muula, assistant dean and member of the Medical Council.  Dr Muula does not think the Medical Council will object if the Senate has approved the qualification.

EP stressed that it is important for the Medical Council to be aware that they need to approve both the Malawi and the Warwick qualifications – the Warwick qualification is relevant only for the current students.  It would be preferable for the Medical Council to consider both applications at the same time early in the new year.

EP also reminded FK that he will need several weeks’ notice if he is required to attend the Medical Council.

CM said that there is agreement in principle, so Medical Council approval should follow University approval.

8.
Any other business
CM asked about the logistics for Module 3.  Accommodation is arranged for students and staff.  Local teaching is in the College of Medicine.  Transport has been arranged.  No V-scanner technician will be attending.
FK asked if a scanner could be left with the College of Medicine.  PO’H said that they were on loan to Warwick from GE Healthcare and he would need to contact Alan Davies directly to discuss the matter.

Action: AMB to send FK the contact details for Alan Davies.

9.
Date of next teleconference

Thursday 15th November.  Please note that by the next meeting the UK will no longer be on daylight saving, so the times are: 08:30am UK at 10:30am Malawi, 11:30 Tanzania.
