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Does the patient have capacity to provide informed consent?

Approach patient with information  
sheet to discuss trial  

Is a Personal Legal  
Representative (PerLR) available  

to consult for consent?

Are there concerns  
of viral transmission  
due to COVID-19?

Obtain written  
informed consent from   

patient and document in  
medical records.  

Identify Professional Legal  
Representative (ProfLR)  

and obtain written informed  
consent and document in  

medical records. 

Ask impartial witness to be 
present for discussion to obtain 
verbal consent and to sign the 
consent form alongside the 

investigator obtaining consent.
  Patient does not sign the consent 
form but is provided with a signed 
copy. Full process is documented 

in medical records. 

Ask impartial witness to be 
present for discussion to obtain 
verbal consent and to sign the 
consent form alongside the 

investigator obtaining consent. 
Post signed copy to the PerLR.  
They do not have to return a 
signed copy. Full process is 

documented in medical records.

REMEMBER 
Consent is 

an ongoing 
process and if 
patient regains 

capacity or 
PerLR available 
after enrolment, 
they should be 
approached for 

consent.

Personal Legal 
Representative: 

Relative, partner or close friend 
who is engaged in caring for 

participant (not professionally or 
for payment) and is willing  

to be consulted. 

Professional Legal 
Representative: 

Registered medically qualified 
physician, independent to 
the trial and is willing to be 

consulted. Approached if PerLR  
is not available. 

Impartial witness: 
Independent of the study and 

cannot be unfairly influenced by 
people involved with the study. 

E.g. non-research bedside  
nurse/clinician.   

YES NO

NOYES

NOYES

Contact personal legal  
representative (PerLR) via  

telephone due to COVID-19


