

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
Publication Policy

Version: 2.0
Date: 6th Jan 2025
Authors: Linda Sharp & Eila Watson, SWEET co-CIs

The SWEET programme involves a large multidisciplinary team and will have numerous and varied outputs. This document sets out the general principles of publication and authorship for these outputs.

The term “SWEET Investigators” below refers to the co-CIs, co-applicants on the grant, programme staff, CTU staff, and others who make a substantial contribution to the delivery of the programme (eg site PIs who also have other roles within the programme).

The publication policy will be kept under review and updated as required.

General principles
In publishing from the SWEET programme, we will: 
1. Seek to publish for a range of audiences and readerships, including clinical, discipline specific and lay. 
2. [bookmark: _Int_x277p0tR]Have an inclusive approach to authorship. While we will broadly follow IJCME requirements for authorship, we will also give consideration to clinical colleagues and others, without whom the research would not have been possible. 
3. Be supportive of earlier career researchers who are part of the SWEET team. This will involve facilitating and supporting their involvement in publications and carefully considering their position in the authorship list.
4. Facilitate the involvement of User representatives in publications.
5. Produce a lay summary for each paper and place on SWEET website once accepted for publication.
6. Maintain the highest quality in all publications from the programme.
7. Adhere to the principles of the Open Science Framework, as far as possible, which is also an expectation of NIHR.

[bookmark: _Int_lLw36nYf]Authorship, contributions and acknowledgements
1. [bookmark: _Int_i30PQiXc]Where possible, authorship will take the form of “Author 1, Author 2……Author X, on behalf of the SWEET Research Team”.  Members of the SWEET team who are not listed as authors – but who have contributed in a more modest way to the work reported in the paper - will be listed in an appropriate footnote.  Other members of the wider team (e.g. collaborators, site PIs without other roles within the programme) will be cited in the Acknowledgements section of the paper.
2. [bookmark: _Int_GwBTbsY8]Where possible, the role and contribution of all named co-authors of papers should be stated in the Acknowledgements section in terms of input to the ideas for the work, design and conduct, writing and input to the manuscript.
3. [bookmark: _Int_9ituFUoH][bookmark: _Int_xb5WJ5P5][bookmark: _Int_spZTcP2P]There will be a spread of author order across multiple papers to ensure equity, while recognising different contributions to the programme.  Author order will also take into account the contribution that individuals, especially programme researchers, have made to the specific paper.  As a general principle, the person(s) who draft(s) the paper will normally be first author(s).
4. Where contributions are equal among first and senior authors, and as a way of ensuring first authorship for programme researchers, shared authorship will be indicated on the manuscript (e.g. * these authors contributed equally).
5. The corresponding author should be a co-applicant on the SWEET grant.
6. All outputs (including conference presentations) should acknowledge NIHR as the funder (grant number NIHR200098) and the approved disclaimer on the role of the funder, as follows: This report is independent research funded by the National Institute for Health Research (Programme Grants for Applied Research, Improving outcomes for Women diagnosed with early breast cancer through adherence to adjuvant Endocrine Therapy (SWEET), NIHR200098). The views expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of the National Institute for Health Research or the Department of Health and Social Care.
7. Where appropriate Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Trust should be acknowledged as the sponsor of the work.
8. Where possible all publications (of any format) should have the SWEET acronym in the title, and/or author list, so that outputs from the programme can be easily identified.
9. The co-CIs will be co-authors on all papers from the programme.

Papers
The overall findings from the entire programme will be contained within a final report for NIHR, which will be published in the NIHR Journals Library. 

[bookmark: _Int_IctHMh1K]A series of core papers are anticipated from the programme. These are listed in Appendix 1 with content and timelines to be refined and developed over time.  

[bookmark: _Int_86EQBIDL]It is also anticipated that there will be a number of additional papers that might cover more niche areas.

[bookmark: _Int_Fux9DYJO]The co-CIs will be responsible for the core papers and may ask specific members of the team to take the lead in drafting these, bearing in mind the principles above.  

[bookmark: _Int_f4x9HD5g][bookmark: _Int_XhSoW0GZ]Team members are encouraged to consider what additional papers might come from the work and to propose these. Anyone who would like to lead one of these additional papers should put together a brief outline of the proposed paper (content, main messages, target journal, etc) and discuss this in advance with the co-CIs.  Once agreed, other team members will have the opportunity to opt into  the papers as a co-author; the expectation is that co-authors will be actively involved in the development and drafting of the paper.

Named authors on core and additional papers should have sufficient opportunity to contribute to, comment on, and critically revise draft manuscripts.

[bookmark: _Int_96Zxz7Mx][bookmark: _Int_uGIlywRB]Early in drafting a paper, the authors should identify three target journals (in order of priority) taking into account audience, impact factor, availability of open access, and speed of review and publication. If a paper is rejected, it should be resubmitted to the next choice of journal as soon as possible.

As required by NIHR, a copy of each paper must be submitted to NIHR at the same time as it is submitted for publication. The responsibility for this will lie with the senior author(s) of the paper. In addition, the authors of papers, and other members of the SWEET Team, must make no public statements on research finding without having first informed NIHR. 


Once a paper is accepted for publication, the authors will also prepare a “Plain Language Summary” which should be suitable for a wider audience and for posting on the SWEET website. If possible, these summaries should include images, graphics, etc to help convey the findings in an accessible manner.  The input of User representatives should be sought to these summaries. 

In the event of any disputes among co-authors as regards content, authorship, responding to reviewer comments, choice of journal, etc, these should be raised with the co-CIs who will make the final decision regarding these.

To complement papers, consideration will also be given to alternative formats of presenting information and findings from the programme, including infographics, videos, etc. 

Open Access Publication & Institution Repositories
[bookmark: _Int_k1A8MQdm][bookmark: _Int_kZz1JuDG]NIHR now requires that all papers from the programme be published open access.  Limited funds for open access publication are available within the original grant, but it is now possible for the co-CIs to request additional support from NIHR for specific papers if necessary. Before such requests are made, team members are encouraged to consider options for open access publication that might be available through their institutions (e.g. deals with publishers). 

[bookmark: _Int_xYos9CZm]Team members are also encouraged to upload accepted papers to University and other repositories to make them widely available, and to consider possibilities locally for press releases or otherwise promoting the work (eg providing links within email signatures).  In addition, consideration should also be given to placing accepted papers (consistent with copyright) in other repositories, such as the Open Science Framework. 

Conference Abstracts
[bookmark: _Int_k16GB6SV][bookmark: _Int_PR98AVco][bookmark: _Int_mHIaYDgS]The SWEET programme will seek to present across a variety of conferences to reach clinical, academic and lay audiences, and different disciplines (e.g. health psychology, health economics).  Clinical members of the SWEET team, and User representatives, are particularly encouraged to seek opportunities to present to relevant conferences.  

[bookmark: _Int_A7kzYDMJ]Team members who plan to submit an abstract should inform the co-CIs well in advance of the submission deadline. Where possible, the submitting author should opt for oral presentation.  

[bookmark: _Int_9epoDF67]NIHR provide very limited funds to support conference attendance so having an abstract accepted does not necessarily mean that the costs of conference attendance can be met from the programme grant. 

Other Publication Routes
Opportunities for publication outwith scientific journals and conferences are increasing (e.g. blogs, health professional magazines); these can provide an opportunity to reach new audiences and funders are giving them greater recognition. Members of the SWEET Team are encouraged to consider additional options for publication and dissemination. Team members who are planning these types of publications and other dissemination activities should inform the co-CIs in advance.

Output Log
The core team will maintain an up-to-date log of all outputs. Lead authors should provide final accepted versions of papers, conference abstracts, associated slides, blogs, etc promptly for storage on the programme OneDrive.


Anticipated Core Papers

	Paper No.
	Content
	Timeline for submission

	1
	Intervention development & optimisation
	Spring 2022

	2
	Umbrella review of determinants of adherence to AET
	Spring 2022

	3
	Feasibility study: sub-study 1
	Early 2025

	4
	RCT protocol
	Winter 2024

	5
	Main trial paper – effects of intervention on adherence and QoL
	TBC

	6
	Health economic analyses
	TBC

	7
	Process evaluation/mechanisms of action of the intervention
	TBC

	8
	Long-term follow-up – effect of intervention on recurrence
	TBC




Other planned papers for 2025
· Feasibility study: substudy 2
· Comparison of self-reported and encashment adherence (Irish dataset)
· Adherence, side-effects and QoL (Irish dataset)
· Systematic review of interventions
· Systematic review of adherence to other oral (non-hormonal) anti-cancer drugs
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