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Information Sheet – FutureSuture Midwives’ eLearning
 
Study title: FutureSuture: developing and sustaining skills, competencies and confidence of newly registered midwives to manage, assess and repair maternal perineal trauma: A mixed methods study. 
 
Chief Investigators: Dr Beck Taylor, Fiona Cross-Sudworth and Beatrice Bennett 
 
Researchers: Beck Taylor, Fiona Cross Sudworth and Beatrice Bennett (Warwick Medical School)  
 
Introduction 
You are invited to take part in this research study. Before you decide, you need to understand why the research is being done and what it would involve for you. Please read the following information carefully. Talk to others about the study if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.  
 
Who is organising and funding this study? 
The study is led and sponsored by the University of Warwick, University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire is the lead NHS trust, and the research is funded by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) [Research for Patient Benefit (NIHR206334). 
 
What is the study about?  
The FutureSuture study involves coproducing and evaluating an online learning course to support newly-qualified midwives (NQM) and final year students to develop confidence and competence in perineal care. We have developed the course in collaboration with midwives and women. The course is hosted by the Royal College of Midwives’ iLearn site. We are inviting you to take part in the evaluation of FutureSuture by completing the course, to understand how it supports newly qualified midwives in practice. 
 
Why have I been invited to take part?  
You have been selected because you have accessed the FutureSuture Elearning course on the RCM iLearn site. We would like to invite you to take part in the evaluation of FutureSuture if you are a newly qualified or registered midwife of final year student. 
 
What would taking part involve? 
1. Completing the FutureSuture online course, which should take around one hour. The online course includes a survey at the start, and another survey at the end. The surveys ask questions about you, your midwifery practice, your views of the FutureSuture course.  
2. Completing a follow up online survey, to explore how FutureSuture has impacted your confidence and practice three months after completing the course. This will take around ten minutes.  
3. We may invite you to take part in an interview to share your views, if you agree to this. 

Do I have to take part?  
No. Participation in this study is completely voluntary and choosing not to take part will not affect you or any study, training or employment in any way.  
 
What are the possible benefits and disadvantages of taking part?  
We hope that taking part will help you develop confidence and competence in perineal care, and to get the experience you need. There are no known disadvantages or risks associated with participating, other than the time it takes to take part. The course covers topics which are part of routine midwifery perineal care training and practice, though you may wish to discuss issues raised and seek support with your preceptor or other midwifery colleagues. 
 
Expenses and payments 
You will be entered into a prize draw for £100 in shopping vouchers after completion of the survey, and a second £100 prize draw for taking part in the 3-month follow-up survey.  
 
How can I take part?  
You can access the FutureSuture course and study via this link [to be embedded before launch]. You can also find it within the RCM i-learn section. If you have not received this and would like to take part, please contact the researcher Beatrice Bennett beatrice.bennett@warwick.ac.uk. The course is called FutureSuture: Supporting your clinical practice around childbirth related perineal trauma.    
 
Will my taking part be kept confidential?  
Yes. You will complete the course within the Royal College of Midwives (RCM) iLearn online system. RCM and University of Warwick research team members will know who has taken part so that they can record your consent and undertake prize draws and follow up. Data from your surveys will be pseudoanonymised by RCM before sharing for analysis with University of Warwick. Your NHS trust will not be informed who has taken part. 
 
If, during the questions about your role/experience, you share information that suggests malpractice or unsafe practice that could put patients at risk, the FutureSuture research team have a professional and ethical duty to share that information with the appropriate authority. 
 
What will happen to the data collected about me?  
· The University of Warwick is a publicly funded organisation, therefore it has to ensure that it is in the interest of the public to use personally identifiable information from people who have agreed to participate in research. This means that when you agree to take part in a research-study the University, collaborating organisations, and the research team will use your data in the ways needed to conduct the research study.  
· The information you share with the RCM iLearn platform when you take part in the FutureSuture course will be used to undertake this study. The University of Warwick will act as the data controller for this study. We will use and share the minimum personally identifiable information possible.  
· RCM iLearn will pseudoanonymise your FutureSuture survey responses before sharing them with the University of Warwick for analysis. This means that all direct identifiers such as your name and contact details will be removed from the data and will be replaced with a unique participant number. The key to identification will be stored separately in a secure location to the research data to safeguard your identity. The only people who have access to information that directly identifies you will be the RCM iLearn team involved in the research, and the University of Warwick Researchers, and anyone who needs to audit the data collection process, should that be required. The only people who will have access to information that directly identifies you alongside your survey responses will be the RCM iLearn team involved in the research and anyone who needs to audit the data collection process, should that be required. So that we can understand the characteristics of people taking part, pseudoanonymised data shared with Warwick will include participants’ employing trust, clinical experience, and ethnic background.  
· We are committed to protecting the rights of individuals in line with data protection legislation. The University of Warwick and RCM will keep research data for 10 years from the date of any publication which is based upon it, in accordance with the University’s Records Retention Schedule. Contact details will only be used to contact you about the study where needed, and to make sure that relevant information about the study is recorded and to oversee the quality of the study, unless you consent to being contacted about future research. Whilst taking part in this study your rights to access, amend or move your information are limited as we need to manage your information in a specific way to ensure the research to be reliable and accurate. The Royal College of Midwives and University of Warwick has in place policies and procedures to keep your data safe.  Anonymised data may be used for future research, including impact activities following review and approval by an independent Research Ethics Committee and subject to your consent at the outset of this research study. 
 
What will happen if I do not want to carry on being part of the study?  
You can withdraw at any point until September 2026. After this time the final analysis and reporting will have commenced. You can withdraw without giving a reason, including if you have already agreed to take part and given consent. It will not affect your employment or legal rights. If you wish to withdraw data already collected, this will be securely deleted and we will email or write to you to confirm, with no further contact afterwards. If you wish to withdraw, contact RCM iLearn at [email tbc at launch].   
 
What will happen to the results of the study?  
Data collected will be analysed and results will be published in academic papers and conference presentations. It will also be available on our FutureSuture website. If you want a summary report from the study after it is completed for your own interest, please let us know. 
 
Who has reviewed the study?  
The study has been reviewed by the University of Warwick Ethics Committee, reference [to be added]. 
 
Who should I contact if I want more information?  
· Study information: Beck beck.taylor@warwick.ac.uk, Fiona Fiona.cross-sudworth@warwick.ac.uk or Bea Bennett beatrice.bennett.1@warwick.ac.uk  
· Data use information: Information and Data Compliance Team at GDPR@warwick.ac.uk or refer to University of Warwick Research Privacy Notice available here:  
· Complaints about the study: Head of Research Governance (senior University of Warwick official entirely independent of this study). researchgovernance@warwick.ac.uk  
· Complaints about handling of your personal data: Data Protection Officer DPO@warwick.ac.uk. If you are not satisfied with our response or believe we are processing your personal data in a way that is not lawful you can complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this Participant Information Sheet.
 
Footer: FutureSuture WP4 participant information: V3 10.03.2026
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