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aim of project

accelerate & strengthen academic e-communities
(project 2)

• Masters level student population

• Web 2.0 technologies such as blogs provide
learning opportunities

• rethinking how we share knowledge

• builds on earlier work: blogs for revision support
graduate-entry students Warwick Medical School
(project 1)



project objectives

encourage & develop online communities

• consolidate potential offered by e-communication for

postgraduate students (Masters level)

• enhance students’ (& academics’) learning experience

(project 2)



key messages

consult your target group

• keep it simple

• see your innovation / changes from your participants’
perspective

• review & evaluate – accept that some things may be
different to how you planned at the start

• consider the impact your initiative may have on
participants’ workload – offer small ‘incentives’ to
participants to encourage take-up



project 1: health psychology revision

• health psychology core module MBChB programme

• develop team learning study skills

• student support for revision - ‘treasure hunt’ quiz

• evaluation of student experience of e-learning

• students used blogs to communicate with peers
about quiz tasks



project 1: ‘treasure hunt’ quiz

series of short questions designed (DB)

material based on website, lecture & small group work
material, readings, link-outs

self-directed group activity

students decide how to tackle task

introduced during group tutorials mid semester

brief introduction to setting up a blog (SB)

support available from tutor & webpage if needed

deadline set for team submission near end of module













project 1: assessing quiz

tutor able to monitor students’ blogging activity

students’ queries answered by email or in their blogs

blog permissions set to include DB & SB

high levels of blog activity

tutor able to evaluate students’ needs

tutor can tailor sessions

students shared information & answers

set of answers provided on module webpage



project 1: blog use 2005 - 2006
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project 1: 2006 patterns of usage

• 79 separate (group) users in 2006

• most made single entry (across several questions)

• average entry = 15 lines
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project 1: students’ satisfaction with quiz
as revision aid



project 1: students’ perceived ease of use for
blogs & revision satisfaction



project 2: developing e-communities using
blogs

• offering Masters students personal blogs

• majority healthcare professionals

• commitment rich but time poor

• online communities for informal learning & support

evaluate & compare with undergraduates / web
forums (Department of English & Comparative
Literature)



project 2: consult your users first

When you set it up please send me an explicitly typed

out version of how exactly to log in step by step (I am

not computer friendly). This would go a long way in

getting an excellent idea out to the older adult learners

who view the computer with some trepidation.

(case 25)

Please make access friendly (case 30)



project 2: students’ perspectives

In reality it sounds interesting for those with time to
access it, nice to know it will be available (case 4)

...would be useful to be able to access for help ad-hoc,
e.g. for study skills (case 6)

sounds good idea, but is only as good as the group
involved (case 16)

I think it is a very excellent idea (case 3)



project 2: students’ suggestions

E-journals - a sharing of relevant references (case 28)

Really encourage the blogs, to get people involved right

away, otherwise they might not keep it up (case 31)

Students should use blogs - discussion agenda topic on
the net – a virtual network is very useful (case 53)



project 2: Masters students’ perceived
initial IT competencies



project 2: Masters students’ perceived IT skills by
age group



project 2: Masters students’ perceived need
for peer-led interaction and support



evaluating student networks

• explorative

• are blog networks successful?

• what lessons can be learned?

• what can healthcare professionals / students tell us
about creating a supportive network that works for
them?

• early data from project 2: N = 61(Oct 2007 start)

• data from project 1: N = 155 blogs



tutors’ aims

evaluate students’ needs

• tailor sessions to meet students’ needs

• encourage e-community development

• harness students’ interests & engage attention

• assessment preparation

• early identification of students’ concerns

e.g. course / curriculum / assessment etc.



student feedback

N = 94 (project 1)

main themes

• revision satisfaction & support

• teamworking & self-directed study

• use of blogs

• identification of learning & revision needs



student satisfaction & support (project 1)

• ‘good way to consolidate information’

• ‘helped to focus my revision’

• ‘helped recall of (psychological) models’

• ‘good directed revision task’

• ‘good way to revise & check I understood concepts’

• ‘it was fun and a good way to learn. It was good to
work collectively as a group’

• ‘very good idea’



teamworking & self-directed study
(project 1)

• ‘I feel that it gave us a good spread of questions
covering the module. As a group we split up the
questions so no one was overloaded with work’

• ‘I liked the fact that it was given as a group
exercise so everybody could do their own work
while working as a team and then revise from the
completed answers’

• ‘It stimulated group discussion and encouraged us
to work as a team’

• ‘helpful team working skills’



teamworking & self-directed study
(project 1)

I thought it was a really good idea - we split it down into

ten sections so it wasn’t too demanding. It did make you

look through your notes which is always good. Having

the ‘perfect’ answers up on the web is very important.

Really good idea and worth doing in other

modules!



use of blogs - the positives (project 1)

‘Got me to use blogs for the first time. Blogs was a

good way to communicate information’

‘Set up blogs at beginning of term so that they can be

used as communication tool between the group’

‘My first go at a blog!’

‘Blog system improved so easier to use’

‘I did enjoy researching answers and thinking about

material in a different way’



summary

• e-learning can successfully harness students’
interest

• engage learners’ attention

• support team working

• encourage & develop online communities

• high level blog activity
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