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ABSTRACT

Background
Written information sheets are commonly used to facilitate informed consent from potential participants in clinical research. Previous research looking at informed consent has found, however, that participants often have limited knowledge about studies they are involved in and are unable to identify study aims. Evidence suggests long information sheets result in poor retention and that information is written in a way that is hard to understand. Despite this, information sheets remain complex and increasingly lengthy. While it has been suggested that the increasing length and complexity of information sheets could be attributed to research ethics committees and principal investigators overemphasising legal details such as insurance and confidentiality policies rather than study details, it remains unclear how and why information sheets develop from a short explanation of the study into a long, technical document. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Aims
The aim of this poster is to present Mackenzie’s tripartite account of relational autonomy. Autonomy is important when thinking about informed consent as it is usually cited as justification for informed consent procedures – in gaining consent from participants, their autonomy is said to be protected as they have made a choice about being involved in research. One argument given against this justification is that within bioethics there is no single agreed account of autonomy. For the purposes of this work, it is therefore necessary to endorse and advocate for one such account. This poster will explain the three arms of Mackenzie’s relational autonomy, and why this account is preferable to others.
 
