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Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest (OHCA) involving children is rare and presents unique challenges for ambulance services. Whilst the global incidence rates remain unknown, it is known that ambulance clinicians attend these incidents infrequently. It is also likely that attending these events puts clinicians at risk of psychological injury.

This project aims to understand how UK ambulance services can prepare for OHCA incidents involving children. Five research questions will be addressed across five work packages. This will lead to the development of a set of recommendations for ambulance services and other relevant organisations to help improve their preparedness and response to OHCA incidents involving children.

The project will use a mixed methods approach to explore: the global incidence rate of OHCA involving children; the epidemiology of OHCA involving children in England; how OHCA incidents involving children are currently managed; how prepared ambulance clinicians are to attend OHCA incidents involving children; and the experiences of ambulance clinicians and their reactions to attending these incidents.
