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	Project Summary including key research questions, methodology and techniques to be employed, anticipated outcomes (max 300 words)
Academics and policy-makers have raised concerns about the use of the cost per quality-adjusted life year (QALY) metric in public health, citing the importance of non-health benefits often generated by interventions in this sector. However, there are currently no alternative preference-based measures which could perform a role similar to the EQ-5D in providing a common metric for the comparative evaluation of interventions across sectors, or whose benefits accrue to those without a defined clinical need. 

The Warwick-Edinburgh Mental Well-being scale (WEMWBS) was developed by an expert panel of researchers led by one of the proposed co-supervisors (SS-B). Its aim was to enable the monitoring of mental wellbeing in the general population and the evaluation of projects, programmes and policies that aim to improve mental wellbeing. WEMWBS is a 14 item scale, each with 5 response categories, designed to capture self-reported hedonic and eudaimonic wellbeing. WEMWBS has been widely adopted as a measure of well-being by practitioners and researchers across a range of disciplines and validated in a range of age and ethnic groups. However, the WEMWBS has not yet been used to inform priority-setting, and no preference-based tariff currently exists for it. 
The aim of this PhD would be to develop a preference-based tariff for the WEMWBS that could inform within-sector and across-sector priority-setting decisions. The PhD would involve the development and application of a range of qualitative and quantitative research methods, including secondary analyses of existing datasets containing the WEMWBS, a valuation study in a general population sample aimed at eliciting general population preferences for WEMWBS defined wellbeing states, and qualitative research on the plausibility and acceptability of the final preference-based measure.

The successful candidate will join a multi-disciplinary team of researchers and benefit from a vibrant research cultures with access to ample and diverse training opportunities. 

To formally apply, please complete the online application https://www2.warwick.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/apply/ clearing stating the studentship/project you are applying for including the supervisors’ names.


	Describe the project aims (max 200 words)
The aim of this PhD is to develop a preference-based tariff for the Warwick-Edinburgh Mental Well-being Scale (WEMWBS) as currently exists for widely-used health-related quality of life instruments, such as the EQ-5D and the SF-36. The tariff will assign a value to each possible result reportable on the WEMWBS. The tariff value for any state can be interpreted as the amount of time in the highest possible state of wellbeing that is considered of equal value to spending one year in the state being valued. A societal valuation function can then be derived by integrating individual valuations. The valuation function can subsequently be used as a measure of the benefits of an intervention in extending and/or improving life (wellbeing adjusted life year; WALY). It can also then be used to compare the benefits of improving different aspects and levels of wellbeing. The objectives to achieve this aim are therefore as follows:
(i) Develop a version of the WEMWBS amenable to valuation (3 months);
(ii) Identify the appropriate method for valuing wellbeing states (3 months);
(iii) Validate the instrument and methodology in a suitable initial sample (6 months);
(iv) Carry out a valuation exercise in an appropriate population (12 months); 
(v) Derive the tariff, and validate quantitatively using existing datasets (3 months);
(vi) Gather qualitative feedback on the plausibility and acceptability of the WALY as a tool for prioritising the funding of interventions that improve wellbeing (6 months).
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