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  Notes from Meeting 

Thank you to all of those who came to our January 2021 Medical 

Education Interest Group meeting!  This month we welcomed our 

internationally renowned speaker, Professor Peter Ward who talked to 

us about the history of medicine and the place this important subject 
holds in a modern medical curriculum.  Peter helped us to understand 

that as a curricular topic the history of medicine can: reinforce medical 

knowledge while integrating the benefits associated with humanities 

education; and synergistically work within medical school curriculum by 
linking historical developments to clinical competencies.  Some of the examples discussed, linking 

clinical competencies to historical events and persons, were:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter reminded us that history offers a plethora of examples, stories and lessons that can help 

students (and teachers alike) with developing their professional identity, can give individuals a 

richer perspective that is often needed when making difficult decisions, and can also offer 

individuals a diverse context and inspiration needed in order to make an ethical stand that may 
be necessary in one’s training or career. 

 

 

  Upcoming Events 

Next meeting:  

Tuesday, Feb 9th, 2021 

1200 – MS Teams 

Dr Emily Unwin  
 

Topic: Has the COVID 

Pandemic Changed Clinical 

Skills Teaching for the Better? 

 

Quote of the Month: 

“Remember that learning is not 

a linear experience from 

knowing nothing to knowing 

everything – there are a lot of 

ups and downs as you learn, 

experience, and grow.  And 

history teaches us that!” 

-Prof Peter Ward  

 

Research Article 
Spotlight: 

Investigating the Presence of 

the History of Medicine in North 
American Medical Education 

Kent & Ward (2020), Medical 
Science Educator, 30:1531-9.  
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https://youtu.be/VFuYrgGznk0
https://youtu.be/zwPFpZz7NF8
https://youtu.be/HtYTpNEMS2M
https://youtu.be/3q6xeT8HPRg
https://youtu.be/9Qv44LTvrVI
https://youtu.be/hYe5t69VBfE
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