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Howard G. Miles, one of the
BAA’s most eminent and re-
spected members, died on 2016
May 20, just a couple of months
short of his 94th birthday. In
his 56 years as a member,
Howard served the Association
in many capacities including
Section Director, Business Sec-
retary and President and made
many important and lasting con-
tributions to its work. His many
interests included not only as-
tronomy and mathematics but
also geology, meteorology and
megalithic archaeology. He was
an acknowledged expert in all
of these fields.

Born on 1922 August 5 in
Coventry, Warwickshire,
Howard became interested in
both astronomy and mathemat-
ics at an early age, and after ob-
taining his BSc became a lecturer in Mathemat-
ics first at Coventry Technical College and from
1961 at the Lanchester College of Technology.
In 1970 the Lanchester College of Technology
and the College of Art, along with the Rugby
College of Engineering Technology, amalgamated
to form the Lanchester Polytechnic and Howard
became Lecturer in Mathematics, later Senior
Lecturer, at the Polytechnic. He would remain
there until his retirement in 1983. (Lanchester
Polytechnic subsequently became Coventry
Polytechnic and then Coventry University in
1992.) His colleagues at the Polytechnic recall
that Howard undertook the very onerous and
rather tricky task of producing the timetable for
all of the courses and the lectures therein. Howard
received the British Empire Medal (the precur-
sor to the MBE) ‘for civic services to education’
while at the Coventry/Lanchester Colleges.

While at Lanchester College, on 1961 Septem-
ber 9, Howard arranged a BAA ‘provincial’ meet-
ing in Coventry, the very first general meeting to
be held outside the capital. Thus did Howard in-
augurate the so-called ‘Out-of-London’ meetings,
a practice that continues to this day. The BAA
would return to Coventry again for its ‘provin-
cial’ meeting in 1977 and several Section meetings
were held there. Howard also organised the sec-
ond BAA weekend astronomy course at Moor
Park College, Farnham, Surrey on 1965 Septem-
ber 17−19, a similar course at Westham House,
Barford, Warwickshire on 1966 March 4−6 and
another course at Moor Park on 1966 September
16−18. In 1967, the BAA’s residential Winches-
ter Weekend Course was established by Alfred
Curtis, and Howard was a frequent member of
the panel of lecturers at these annual events.

As a teenager, Howard had been a founder
member of the newly formed Coventry Techni-
cal College Astronomical and Meteorological So-

ciety in 1939, serving as the
group’s secretary for many
years. In 1959, a breakaway
group founded the Coventry
Telescope Making Society, but
these two groups merged to
form the Coventry & Warwick-
shire Astronomical Society in
1974. It seems likely that the
Technical College society was
affiliated to the BAA, since
Howard was borrowing instru-
ments from the BAA’s loan
collection prior to 1960 No-
vember 30 when he officially
joined the Association as an
individual member.

Over many years, Howard
used several instruments bor-
rowed from the Association’s
loan collection, including a 5-
inch Cooke refractor (no. 169)
between 1957 and 2007. A pair

of 20×100 binoculars (no. 125) used by Howard
from 1986 to 2006 had been loaned by the Air
Ministry in 1949, and was used by J. P. M.
Prentice and Michael Hendrie before being loaned
to Howard.

No sooner had Howard joined the BAA in
1960 than he was appointed to the post of Di-
rector of the newly formed Artificial Earth Sat-
ellites Section. (In 1990, Howard was still the
Section Director and was thus the longest-serv-
ing member of Council in the BAA’s Centenary
year.) Before 1960, satellite observing was in-
cluded in the work of the Radio & Electronics
Section. This Section was mainly concerned with
radio observations of the satellites, but it was
essential in those early days for the radio track-
ers to have data provided by optical observa-
tions. From the launch of Sputnik 1 in 1957 Oc-
tober satellite predictions were issued by Gordon
E. Taylor at the RGO. These predictions were
published by the BAA
as Circulars and sent to
all members wishing to
receive them.

Because of the tremen-
dous interest in optical
tracking at that time, the
ever increasing workload
in the days before elec-
tronic computing, and the
wishes of the Radio &
Electronics Section to
concentrate on radio
tracking, the BAA Coun-
cil formed the Artificial
Earth Satellites Section
(later simply Artificial
Satellite Section) with
Howard as its first Di-
rector. This catered for

the core of enthusiastic observers who had quickly
made their mark in the field of optical tracking,
developing observing techniques and producing
the necessary charts and numerical tables to re-
duce the amount of preparatory work needed to
convert the Equator Crossing data given on the
prediction sheets to a series of altitudes and azi-
muths and, if necessary, to reduce these to RA
and Dec. using the spherical conversion tables
provided by the Section.

Under Howard’s careful guidance, the Artifi-
cial Satellite Section’s main work was in the train-
ing of visual observers. Although the satellite
predictions were prepared and despatched by
Howard, the collection and sorting of observa-
tions was carried out by the Assistant Director,
David Brierley, and later by Russell Eberst.

The Section was also involved in the predic-
tion of satellite decays or re-entries which could
be visible from the British Isles. Because of the
many similarities between satellite decays and
natural objects entering the Earth’s atmosphere,
Howard took on a number of other responsibili-
ties, namely the Reporting of Fireballs (1971–
’74), and the Reporting of Transient Celestial
Phenomena (1974–’80). In 1980 the British Fire-

Attendees at the first BAA Out-of-London meeting, in Coventry on 1961
September 9. Left to right: Bill Baxter (Secretary, and later Director, Solar
Section), Patrick Moore (Director, Mercury & Venus Section), Frank Hyde
(radio astronomer), Kenneth Fea (radio astronomer), Howard Miles, Bill
Fox (Director, Jupiter Section). (Courtesy Alan Heath.)

Artist’s impression by the late Paul Doherty of
the Barwell fireball descending on the evening of
Christmas Eve 1965.

Presidential portrait of Howard
Miles, from the BAA Journal,
1977 February (Vol.87, No.2,
p 112).  Howard was BAA Presi-
dent for the sessions 1974−’75 and
1975−’76.
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