Recommended IT Device Specifications for Psychology students
This guidance is for academic year 26/27
We have good quality IT workspaces and computing labs but for convenience students may prefer to use their own device. We recommend a laptop for portability as you may need it on campus, in residences and in your home during term time and holidays. 

The following guidance is for a recommended technical specification:
Your device must support Microsoft Office 365, Microsoft Teams and Moodle.
You may use a Windows or Mac device; however, some Psychology core modules use SPSS (a specialist statistics programme) and this will not run on mobile devices, tablet devices, Chromebooks or Linux and many submissions will be on Microsoft packages.
If you already have a suitable laptop less than three years old, it is likely to be sufficient. 
If you intend to buy a new device, this is the minimum specification recommended by ITS:
	Windows laptop: 
Intel Core i5 or AMD Ryzen 5 processor
16GB RAM
512GB 
Windows 11

	Mac:
MacBook Air with an M-series processor
8 GB RAM or more
macOS 26 (Tahoe) or later



It is recommended that you buy a warranty with your device.
A cheap microphone/headset would be a good investment, and occasionally you may need a laptop camera.
You will be able to download Microsoft 365 including Office products for FREE when you get your University IT account, so don't feel you have to buy a personal licence. It is expected that the One Drive facilities provided are used for the back up of work, and that submissions can be read by Windows machines (for example, Pages will not be readable and should be converted)
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/idg/learning-resources/knowledge/recommended-it-device-specifications-for-students/ is the university guidance

Anti-Virus and Cybersecurity:
If you have a Windows machine you will have Windows Defender anti-virus software built-in. You should enable that as soon as you start using your device.
If you have a Mac machine you will have XProtect but may wish to install additional anti-virus software.

