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Frontiers in Psychology; Infancy; Journal of Child Language; Journal of Cultural 
Cognitive Science; Journal of Experimental Child Psychology; Journal of Memory 
and Language; Language Acquisition; Language and Speech; Language, 
Cognition and Neuroscience; Language Learning; Language Learning and 
Development; Languages; Linguistic Approaches to Bilingualism; Psychological 
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2015   Organiser: Child Language Symposium, University of Warwick, (230 attendees) 
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2022  How to be a Brain and Behaviour Scientist event, Organiser and facilitator.  
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2022 Wesierska, M., Serratrice, L., Cieplinska, V., & Messenger, K. Syntactic representations in 

Polish-English bilingual children: Evidence from priming. Paper presented at BUCLD 47, 
Boston, USA 

 
2022 Wesierska, M., Serratrice, L., Cieplinska, V., & Messenger, K. Sharing language 

representation: Evidence from priming in Polish-English bilingual children. Paper presented 
at Bilingualism Matters Research Symposium, Edinburgh, UK 

 
2022 Wesierska, M., Serratrice, L., Cieplinska, V., & Messenger, K. Syntactic representations in 

Polish-English bilingual children: Evidence from priming. Poster to be presented at 4th 
International Symposium on Bilingual and L2 Processing in Adults and Children 
(ISBPAC 2022). 

 
2021 Buckle, L., Messenger, K., Branigan, H., Lindsay, L., The effect of input modality on 

children’s experience-based language learning: an online syntactic priming study. Paper 
presented at BUCLD 46, Boston, USA 

 
2021 Hardy, S. M., Ushioda, E., & Messenger, K. Comparing syntax processing in different 

language learners: A syntactic priming study of L1 child speakers and L2 adult speakers. 
Poster presented at BUCLD 46, Boston, USA 

 
2021 Coumel, M., Messenger, K., & Ushioda, E. Second language learning via syntactic 

priming: The effects of modality, attention and motivation. Paper presented at AMLaP 2021, 
Parish, France. 

 
2020 Buckle, L., Messenger, K., Branigan, H., Lindsay, L., & Catchpole, G. How does language 

experience support language development? Short-term priming and long-term learning. 
Poster presented at Many Paths to Language (MPaL), MPI Nijmegen. 

 
2020 Hardy, S. M., Ushioda, E., & Messenger, K. Syntax acquisition in children and bilingual 

speakers: A pre-registered syntactic priming study. Poster presented at MPaL, MPI 
Nijmegen. 

 
2020 Rodenhurst, N., & Messenger, K. Socioeconomic and age differences in monolingual and 

bilingual children's sentence interpretation. Paper presented at Conference on 
Multilingualism (COM2020), Reading.  

 



 

2020 Rodenhurst, N., & Messenger, K. The Relationship between monolingual and bilingual 
children's sentence interpretation and executive function. Poster presented at UK Cognitive 
Linguistics Conference (UKCLC) 2020, Birmingham. 

 
2020 Coumel, M., Messenger, K., & Ushioda, E. L2 speakers in interactions: The effect of lexical 

overlap, proficiency, attention and motivation. Poster, AILA 2020 conference, Groningen, 
Netherlands. Postponed to 2021. 

 
2020 Coumel, M., Messenger, K., & Ushioda, E. Syntactic priming in L2 speakers: The effect of 

lexical overlap, proficiency, attention and motivation. Talk, EuroSLA 2020 conference, 
Barcelona. Postponed to 2021. 

 
2020 Coumel, M., Messenger, K., & Ushioda, E. Syntactic priming in L1 vs. L2 speakers: The 

effect of lexical overlap, attention, motivation and proficiency. Paper presentation for 
AMLaP 2020 Asia Conference, Hong Kong. Postponed. 

 
2020 Coumel, M., Messenger, K., & Ushioda, E. Syntactic priming in L1 vs. L2 speakers: The 

effect of lexical overlap, attention, motivation and proficiency. Poster presentation for, 3rd 
International Symposium on Bilingual and L2 Processing in Adults and Children, Nijmegen. 
Postponed to 2021. 

 
2019 Coumel, M., Messenger, K., & Ushioda, E. Can nativeness, proficiency, attention and 

motivation account for individual differences in syntactic priming? Poster, AMLaP 2019 
Conference, Higher School of Economics, Moscow, 09/19. 

 
2019 Buckle, L., Messenger, K., Branigan, H., Lindsay, L., & Catchpole, G. How does language 

experience support language development? Short-term priming and long-term learning. 
Poster presented at Child Language Seminar, Sheffield, UK. 

 
2019 Coumel, M., Messenger, K., & Ushioda, E. Individual differences in second language 

learning via syntactic priming: examining proficiency, attention and motivation. Poster 
presented at CUNY 2019 32nd Conference on Human Sentence Processing 

 
2018 Coumel, M., Messenger, K., & Ushioda, E. Second language acquisition via syntactic 

priming: effect of nativeness, attention and motivation. Poster, Multidisciplinary Approaches 
to Child and Adult Language Acquisition Workshop, Pennsylvania State University, 10/18. 

 
2018 Coumel, M., Messenger, K., & Ushioda, E. Second language acquisition via syntactic 

priming: effect of nativeness, attention and motivation. Poster, Linguistic Theory in Second 
and Foreign Language Teaching Summer School, Technische Universität Braunschweig, 
01/09/18. 

 
2017 Messenger, K., & Hardy, S. M. Exploring the lexical boost to syntactic priming in children 

and adults. Paper presented at AMLaP 2017, Lancaster, UK. 
 
2016 Messenger, K., & Hardy, S. M. Exploring the lexical boost to syntactic priming in children 

and adults. Poster presented at BUCLD 2016, Boston, USA. 
 
2014 Messenger, K. How persistent is syntactic priming? Exploring long-term priming effects in 

children and adults. Poster presented at AMLaP 2014, Edinburgh, UK. 
 
2011 Messenger, K., Yuan, S. & Fisher, C. Infants learn combinatorial properties of verbs from 

listening. Poster presented at Architectures & Mechanisms of Language Processing 
(AMLaP) 2011, Paris. 

 
2011 Messenger, K. & Fisher, C. What is primed? Exploring the locus of syntactic priming 

effects in children’s language production. Poster presented at AMLaP 2011, Paris. 



 

 
2011 Yuan, S., Messenger, K. & Fisher, C. Syntax and selection: Learning combinatorial 

properties of verbs from listening. Paper presented at the Society for Research on Child 
Development (SRCD) 2011 Biennial Meeting, Montreal. 

 
2010 Messenger, K., Branigan, H., McLean, J. & Sorace, A. Abstract representation of passive 

structures in young children: Evidence from syntactic priming. Poster presented at 23rd 
Annual CUNY Conference on Human Sentence Processing, New York. 

 
2010 Messenger, K. & Fisher, C. Mistakes weren’t made: 3-year-olds understand passives with 

novel verbs. Poster presented at SRCD 2011 Biennial Meeting, Montreal.  
 
2008 Messenger, K., Branigan, H., McLean, J. & Sorace, A. Semantic factors in young children’s 

comprehension and production of passives. Paper presented at the 33rd Annual BUCLD, 
Boston, MA. 

 
2008 Messenger, K., Branigan, H., McLean, J. & Sorace, A. Using syntactic priming to 

investigate semantic and lexical factors in English-speaking children’s early passives. 
Poster presented at XI Congress of the International Association for the Study of Child 
Language (IASCL), Edinburgh. 

 
2008 Branigan, H., McLean, J., Messenger, K. & Jones, M.W. Lexical and abstract components 

of noun phrase structure in young children: Evidence from syntactic priming. Poster 
presented at XI Congress of IASCL. 

 
2008 Branigan, H., McLean, J., Messenger, K. & Jones, M.W. Linguistic experience and 

syntactic representations in young children and adults: Evidence from syntactic priming. 
Paper presented at The Third International Conference on Cognitive Science, Moscow. 

 
2007 Messenger, K., Branigan, H., McLean, J. & Sorace, A. English-speaking children’s early 

passives: Evidence from syntactic priming. Paper presented at the 32nd Annual Boston 
University Conference on Language Development (BUCLD), Boston, MA. 

 
2007 Thatcher, K., Branigan, H., McLean, J. & Sorace, A. Children’s early acquisition of the 

passive: Evidence from syntactic priming. Poster presented at 20th Annual CUNY 
Conference on Human Sentence Processing, San Diego. 

 
2007 Thatcher, K., Branigan, H., McLean, J. & Sorace, A. Children’s early acquisition of the 

passive: Evidence from syntactic priming. Poster presented at Child Language Seminar – 
30th Anniversary, Reading. 

 
2006 Branigan, H., McLean, J., Thatcher, K. & Jones, M.W. A blue cat or a cat that is blue? 

Abstract syntax in young children’s noun phrase production. Paper presented at the British 
Psychological Society (BPS) developmental section conference, Royal Holloway University, 
London. 

 
2006 Branigan, H., McLean, J., Thatcher, K. & Jones, M.W. A blue cat or a cat that is blue? 

Abstract syntax in young children’s noun phrase production. Poster presented at 19th 
Annual City University of New York (CUNY) Conference on Human Sentence Processing, 
New York. 

 
  


