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In this presentation I’ll give an overview of some of the resources that the 
mathematics and statistics community have shared through TALMO workshops 
and share some initial feedback on the resources.

I will show you how my students at the OU use (or fail to use) different resources 
and where it might be wise to direct limited staff resource. We will discuss how 
this might be different in different institutions. 

Finally, we will discuss whether there are aspects of online learning that we might 
want to incorporate into our teaching provision when we return to a predominantly 
face to face environment. 

Outline
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What aspects are important for us and for students when 
designing a module?
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• Spine of the module

• Ways of dealing with ‘difficult’ topics (threshold concepts)

• Assessment (both formative and summative)

• Interaction 

• Modelling/statistics software/group work

https://padlet.com/rachelhilliam/8rkgyalr4l039wsh

What aspects are important for us and for students when 
designing a module?

https://padlet.com/rachelhilliam/8rkgyalr4l039wsh
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Spine of the module
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• Lectures

• Printed notes

• Videos (length?)

• Links to other material?

Spine of the module
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Threshold concepts
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• Exercise sheets

• Quizzes

• Computer animations

• Videos

• Discussion forum

• Tutorials

Threshold concepts
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Assessment
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• Exams f2f

• Online exams, time allowed

• Continuous assessment

• Quizzes

• Projects

• Reports

• Presentations

Assessment
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Interaction
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• Lectures?

• Tutorials

• Polling

• Office hours

• Discussion forum

• Online tutorials (chat, breakout rooms)

• Peer interaction (online?)

• More than just the module material!

Interaction
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Modelling
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• Computer labs

• Online computer labs? R Notebooks, Jupyter Notebooks, Application sharing

• Group work

• Setting up groups

• Discussion/wiki

• Sharing work

Modelling
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What’s missing?
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• Pastoral support

• Module choice advice

• Additional support

• Careers

• Interaction between years

What’s missing?
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Some online resources TALMO
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Some online resources TALMO
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Some online resources TALMO
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Some online resources TALMO



21

Some online resources TALMO
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Some online resources TALMO
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• Introducing statistics, M140 Level 1 module

• 700 students per presentation (twice a year)

• About half on non-maths/stats quals

• About 50% in full time work

• Over 20% have less than A-level equiv

My experience M140
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The core
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Ways of dealing with tricky topics – screencasts (short videos)

https://learn2.open.ac.uk/mod/oucontent/view.php?id=1643945&section=5

https://learn2.open.ac.uk/mod/oucontent/view.php?id=1643945&section=5
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Ways of dealing with tricky topics – computer animations

https://learn2.open.ac.uk/mod/oucontent/view.php?id=1643883

https://learn2.open.ac.uk/mod/oucontent/view.php?id=1643883
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Ways of dealing with tricky topics – practice quizzes

https://learn2.open.ac.uk/mod/quiz/attempt.php?attempt=4389968&cmid=16

43909&page=7

https://learn2.open.ac.uk/mod/quiz/attempt.php?attempt=4389968&cmid=1643909&page=7
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Ways of dealing with tricky topics – practice quizzes
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Ways of dealing with tricky topics – practice quizzes



30

Ways of dealing with tricky topics – practice quizzes
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• 4 pieces of written work

• 3 iCMA

• Final assessment

Assessment
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Interaction - Tutorials
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Interaction – Tutorials (application sharing)
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• Think about the purpose of the forum

• Decide how you are going to moderate it and tell students in advance

• Be clear of expectations of behaviour and what can and cannot be discussed

• You will need to feed it!

Discussion forums
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Experiment/analysis/report writing
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What students use (19J students)
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So what do we want to carry forwards?
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The Mathematics and Statistics Study Site
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Connect, Discover, Skills, Plan, Succeed

Mathematics and Statistics Study Site
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Connect, Discover, Skills, Plan, Succeed
Mathematics and Statistics Study Site
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Number of total monthly visits from M&S 
qualification students



THANK YOU


