Intervention-based research

We propose a special session on Intervention-based Research (IBR) to provide support for authors who are considering this method. IBR has been designated by the Journal of Operations Management as a key area to develop. JOM is receiving an increasing number of submissions of this type.	
An intervention can be considered as the gold standard for theory testing. Inductive or deductive logic are used in the designation of a basket of theories that are translated into a method that allows the theory configuration to be applied. This application can have three outcomes: 1) it works as planned, 2) it provides an unexpected outcome because of the method, 3) it provides an unexpected outcome because the basket of theories was either incomplete or incorrectly specified. The first case increases our confidence in the basket of theories but does not result in an academic article. The second may provide material for an article for publication in an engineering journal. Such a contribution may well exemplify classical design-science research where the outcome is a generic tool. The third may provide material for an article for a theory-based journal like JOM. The researcher needs to convince the review team that the original basket of theories was plausible, and that the change in theory specification is sufficiently surprising (indicating a shift to abductive logic) and interesting to represent a contribution that warrants publication in a top journal.	
In addition to the general topic of IBR, we would also encourage submissions that address: 
· Empirically grounded analytical models: Implementation of an analytical model exemplifies an intervention. Historically it has not been easy to publish papers that address implementation. At JOM, we are incubating such papers, as we are of the view that this "last mile" of implementation represents essential knowledge.
· Use of games and simulations to trigger abductive logic: While simulations and games fall short of full interventions, we are getting glimpses of their power to create knowledge following the intervention pathway. We would like to encourage papers that explore this intriguing terrain.
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