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Sociology has changed my perspective in the world; I guess in a sense it makes you rethink everything you’ve previously known. It makes it clear that everything is really socially constructed. I know that sounds like an abstract concept, but when you really think about it everything we’ve done in history and in the past has led up to how society is now and I think that’s really important to understand.
Hi, I’m Emilia and I’m a final year sociology student studying at Warwick University.
Sociology is the study of people and society, it’s about understanding how groups of people are treated differently based on where they come from, their background, gender or race, and how that affects their lives.
Sociology is less scientific than say, psychology, which is about our cognitive function, and more about our social function.
In second year, I did a module on policing and society. Another modules was on gender, sexuality, and race in the criminal justice system.
If you are interested in something like gender, I’d look up Judith Butler Gender Trouble. It’s a really interesting read. It is quite hard to understand so take that into account, but once you understand what they’re saying, it really opens up your eyes.
I think my placement abroad has been my favourite experience. I got to go to MONASH University in Australia. I learnt a lot about the country’s indigenous cultures and colonial past which is something I wasn’t really taught in A level history. It’s really opened my eyes to how indigenous communities are treated today and it’s helped me decide what I want to do for my dissertation.
Most of our assignments are essays of 2000 or 3000 words so there’s quite a lot of pressure on you to do well in your writing. Even the exams are essay-based. You have to read quite a lot of theory and it can become challenging to understand. You have to form your own opinions based on looking at the research critically and ask, “What result would work best for most people in society?”
Lots of people don’t appreciate how hard the subject can be. People might choose to do something like politics instead, maybe because there’s a stigma that sociology isn’t respected as much. They think it’s really easy but it’s so important in today’s society to understand why behaviours and institutions happen the way they do and we get to do that in a really deep way.
You could go into something like marketing, social work, journalism… It’s a question that I think about all the time because it’s so broad that it’s hard to narrow it down. Especially for final year you can pick any modules you want, there’s no sort of like core modules so it’s quite good. All the issues we talk about are so relevant to the world around us.
