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This article presents some ideas about JSL listening resources reported by learners who learn Japanese on their
own and discusses implications these ideas might have for teachers and material developers with an interest

in supporting independent learning.
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content, or else provide ample training opportunities
for teachers to explore problem-solving activities and
Task-Based Learning together.

During the course I often got the impression that I
was “preaching to the converted.” These teachers
were committed to teaching communicative English
and were genuinely motivated to develop their
teaching. There must be many more teachers who are
ot so committed and are not convinced that oC
represents the right direction. The first time I was
introduced to Total Physical Response (TPR) by a
trainer in a formal session I thoughtit represented a
good idea, but that it would not work for me. A few
months later a teacher casually told me about the
success he had enjoyed using TPR and convinced me
to try it for myself. I now use TPR activities regularly
in all my classes, at all ages. It is important that
teachers come together, not just for training sessions
but also to share their classroom experiences,
especially the positive ones.
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