Richard Smith
(University of Warwick)







-

Photo @ Christopher Tribble, 2004









V . Photo @ Christopher Tribble, 2004



- s

Photo @ Christopher Tribble, 2004



pmtﬂ Christopher Tribble, 2004



)
-

‘i
MY

N T
. : -,,\ L 1
I E BB
R R
g

Y

Photo @ Christopher Tribble, 2004







Starting with success: Think of and share a
successful teaching/learning experience in

your situation? What made it successful / how
could you reproduce this success?




TELC (Teaching English in Large Classes) Network

HOME WHO WE ARE PRESENTATIONS PUBLICATIONS PARTICIPATE CONTACT US QUESTIONNAIRE

i~

Sk
o ’ ,‘Pi;
/

bit.ly/telcnet-home

TELC Home

Network rationale
Large class size is a challenge faced by many teachers and learners around the world and is a particular issue in

many 'developing' countries where teacher recruitment has not kept pace with rapid increases in school
enrolments. Investigations of large class size and other challenges involved in teaching in 'difficult
circumstances' constitute the focus of our concern as a research network.




challenges
do teachers

Primary School Students by Peter Griffin



1. | have too much homework to mark. Itis
impossible to give effective feedback to everyone

2. Not all students participate due to being in a
large class.

3. It is difficult to get students’ attention to stop
them working on a pair or group task.

4. The noise level in my class is too high.

5. Students in a large class often have mixed
abilities. It is difficult to cater for students
with such different levels and needs.
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6. It is difficult to achieve rapport with the
students

7. Students’ individual responses are difficult to
hear.

8. It is difficult to promote active learning in large
classes when resources such as textbooks, flash
cards are limited.

9. It is difficult to know/use students’ names in a
large class.

10. | am sometimes in despair at my inability
to mange a large class.




Questionnaire findings
186 respondents in 37 different countries
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1) India = 46 respondents
2) Argentina =17 respondents
3) Cameroon = 16 respondents




Respondents teaching at different levels

M Primary School M Secondary School M College/ University
5%

* Primary school -- max. 55 students (Turkey)
e Secondary school — max. 120 students (Cameroon)
* College / University — max. 200 students (Algeria & Nepal)




Challenge #1
“I have too much homework to mark. It is

impossible to give effective feedback to everyone.”

Please briefly describe anything you have done
which helped to solve this problem.




“l have made buddy groups consisting of 5-6
students each. In each buddy group an ‘above
average’ and an ‘average’ student comprises a
part of the team . This has been done with the
motive of peer learning as well as to have
assistance from the team leader who checks
the home assighment before it comes to me. It
worked well with certain groups but still leaves
much to be desired with regard to effective

feedback.” (India)




“l use bright students. They are regarded [as]
mentors in the class. As they have well
performance in the class and very quick to
teachers response, the weak students feel
free to take their help.”

(Bangladesh)




“Make students submit group assighments.
Divide the students into mixed ability groups of
5-7 students, with one student (the brightest)
as mentor. Give small tasks to individual
members who can discuss their answers with
one other student of their choice, who then
submits their work to the mentor, who puts
together their group assignment and submits
it.” (India)




Challenge # 3
“It is difficult to get students’ attention to

stop them working on a pair or group task.”

Suggestion
Raising your hand — and training students to do |

the same.




What problems do you face, in your

circumstances, and how can you seek
solutions in other teachers’ experience?
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