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ENGLISH-TEACHING ABSTRACTS

1. Studies related to English as a second or forvign language
freguently appear in varicus educational and linguistic periadicals
which individual teachers and students rarely have time to scrutinise.
It is therelore proposed Lo issue a guarlerly review, ENGLISH -
TEACHING ATMSTRACTS, containing abstracts of articles of interest
to those concerned with this subject. Tt is hoped that in this way
useful material will be brought to their notice without loss of time and
ecuergy. The [irsl number of this review, compiled at the English-
Taaching Information Centre, is altached., Comments and suggestions
for future issuas would be greatly appreciated.

Z. A list of the periodicale surveyed in compiling this review is
appended. Mot all the articles appearing in these periodicals have baen
abotraocted. No value judgment is implied in this. The principle of
selecting articles for abelracling has been that of relevance to the subject
of Boglish as o second or foreign language. Some articles have been
excluded, however, because they were thought 1o duplicate the substance
of athers already included

For the present, no attempl has been made to survey articles
in back numbers of the priodicals listed {although later it may be possible
to do this also). Abstracts have been made from only the most recent
lesuen of parlodicals received by the English-Teaching Information Centre
library., All subsegquent nuwmbers of these periodicals will however ba
surveyed in compiling further issues of this review, and suggestions for
additions to our et will be copecially welcome.

- Correspondence cnn:urning ENGLISH-TEACHING ABSTRACTS
ghould be sent to:-

The British Council,
Engligh-Teaching Information Centre,
Albion House,

5%, Mew Oxford Street,

London, W.C.L.

1t would be appreciated if commments and suggestions could be

gent not later than let September 1961, zo that they can be considared
Lefore Lthe issue of the next number of the review.

13102,
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FMNGLISH LANGCUAGE

FRIEDRICII, W. Word-divicion. Fnglish Language Teaching [UK),
L5, &2, Janudry-March 1961, 6R-73,

In British (contrasted with American) English, there are no
formal rules for word-division. A complele set of Tules can neverthe-
lesg be deducad from printers' handbooks and the practice observed in
dictionaries and newspapers.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE OVERSEAS

LDALTON, R.I1.IT,  The position of English as a mediuwm of ingtruction

ln emergent territories in tropical Africa. Fducationol Roevivew
(UK), 13, 2, February 1961, 11-5.

Newly-independent countries in Africa need English (a) for higher
education, (b} for communication between different African language
proupe, The failure to teach English in primery schools and upwarda
mulkes the proper understanding of Englinh impossible. This in turn
vripples higher education since existing textbooks are in English and
will not Lie translated into the vernacular for many years to come.

DE LANEROLLE, Kenneth, The dacline and fall Lll‘_g,ug].i.:ih. Journal
ol the National Education Society of Caylon (Ceylon), 10, 1,
Murch 1961, 2633,

The standard of English has fallen badly in Ceylon since independence
wasg pchieved. There are nationalistic, political, secial and econamic
repsons for this In particular the state has not realised that since English
ig the lingua franca of helf the world, the Ceylonese must learn Engliah if
they are to acgquire the knowledge &nd skills of the advanced Western
countries. Money, ecxaperts and specialised institutions for the study and
teaching of English in Ceylon must be mede available st once if the situation
is to be saved.

COPALKRISHNAM, (5.5. Some observations on the South Indian prenun-

ciation of English. Teaching English (India), &, 2, April 1960, &2-7.

Same common deviations from standard pronusciation, classificd
under the eatéegories of stress, syllabication, consonants and vaweals.

LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS

AVRAM, Andrei. Neutralization and phonological alternations. Rewvue
de Linguistique (Rumania), 5, 2, 1960, 273-8.

The phonelogical nature of sounds appearing in neutralising
positions is a problern on the solution of which depends the descriplion of
phonological alternations, A common zttempt to solve this problem
involvee resarting to moerphology. Dut this may not be necessary if
allenlion is paid to the fact that the distinctive features aof the phoneme by
deflinition do not depend on the context in which it appears,
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HILL, Archibald A, Grammaticality, Word (USA) 17, 1, April 1961,
1-110,

Traneformational analysts, here representad by Chomsly, often
maintain thal naive expert speakers agree in rejecting certain sentences
as ungrammatical. But experiments suggest this is not so whan the
89'111?111"!?' ia presenled in 1solation, because the hearer frequently trias to

"read'' grammaticality inlo an awkward sentence. When a sentance ie
"fixed' in a transformational framewerk, however, the heazer has lerms
al reference from which to judge its grammaticality, Tn that case, a
convergence of judgment dees ocour (reguently.

POLBORNY, J. G, Diec Huckubertrapunpg nichtrussischer Namer aus dar

russischen in die lateinigehe Schrift, Tabel (W, Berlin), 7, I,
1961, li-23%.

An explanation, with tables, of the trunscription of foreign (German,
English, Freach, Dulch, Japanese, Chincse) phonemes and words into
Buselan seript,

LONG, Ralph . linguistics and language teaching: cuveats from Engliak
Modern Language Journal (USA), 45, 4, April 1961, 149-55,

The "wew linguists" in America have not succeeded in producing a
Leaching Enpglish gramaner better than the traditional grammars, danpita
the large eloims made for their methods. Sometimes their analysia svan
misrepresenis language in order te make it fit their preconceived terma.
By laying too much stress on oral sentence pullerns, they have cver-
simplifind language und neglected the practical difficultivs of teaching
fureign students vocabulary and how to write intelligently in Engliah.

PSYCHOLOGY

FIMSLEUR, Paul and Fobert J. Bonkowski Transivr of verbal material

across sense modalities. Journal of Educational Psycheology (USA),
82, 2, April 1961, lpa-7

& controlled cxperiment on foreign language students in their sscond
semester. The subjects were divided into two groups. Ons group was
required to learn a rerdies af nonsenss worde, first aurally, then visually.
The other group learned the same series first visually then aurally. The
group learning Lthe worde aurally first learned them {both visually aud
aurally) more gquickly than the group learning them viszually first.  This
appears to show thal (&) aural learning of a langusge does not delay or
impede the student's capacity to learn to read the languzgs. (b) hearing a
foreipn lanpuage helps the student, in both readi ng and bhezring, mere than
reading it does.

LA CHING

UMIVERSITY GREANTS COMMISSION. Problems of teaching Enplish.
Teaching English {India), &, 2, April 1960, 43-54,

Leporl by o Comumittes of the University Granls Commission on the
probleme of teaching English in India. Recommendalions are made on the
teaching of both language and lilerature at pre-university, undergraduate
and postgraduate levelr,
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SRIVASTRA,. Indra Swarup. EResearch needs in Eaglish tesching.
Teaching English (India), &, 2, April 1960, 54-6i.

A number af researches should be cerried out in order ta improve
lhe standards of Eﬁglish teaching in India, Pogsible subjects include a
struciural syllebus, a corpus of textbooks, graded vocabularies, com-
rosition, spelling, language skills and errors, contemporary English usage
the effrcts of correction, classroom methods and testing.

HILL, li.A. The teaching of Fnglish in India. English Language Teaching
{UK}, 15, 2, January-March 1861, 50-6,

Wationalism in India, both beiore and after independence, raised
the status of regional lunguages and lowered that of English.  School-
children now came (0 higher secondary and university education with much
less comprahension of English than the syllabua, drawn up in earliar,
ditferent circumstances, presupposcs Universities must adapt them-
sulves Lo the altered situation by stressing the importunce of English
language teaching, inelead of clinging to out-of-date syllabuses.

BRUTON, 1.G. English with & purpose. Enplish Language Teaching
(UK), 15, 2, January-March 1961, 56-63.

lmpressions from a eix-waeks' course for Indian school childeen,
dlesigned 1o improve their English so that they could go an to follow lectures
in which the medium of instruction would be English. The matarials usad
were pre-univaraity course texthooks, the existing English textbooks being
unsutisfactory. There ware five aubjects - two on passages, one on
plructures, one on comprehension, one on dictation. A comprehension
of oval and written English suited (o the students’ immediate needs was
theraby achisved,

HICKE, D.J. Types of spoken Enplish drillsa. Fnaglish Language Teacking
(UE), 15, 2, January-March 1961, 63-A.

Spoken drills may become boring to the class, and sa less usaful,
ifnot usad with caution and subtlely. The best results are achieved by
introdueing question and answer drills and teaching the pupils to "converse"
with each other by means of them.

SUCKLIMNG, M.J. Writing a boock., Owversea Education {ETF(}, 33, 1, April
1961, 1Z-4,

This wae an exercise intended to increase the students' commeand
ol wrillen kinglish. Each student was allowed to choose a subject which
interested him, and given a period of three months in which ta write a
"book' {half an exercise book) on it.  Subjects, chapters znd development
were discuseed with. and approved by, lhe leacher 2zt each stage.

BROSNAHAN, L.F. Ongrammar and formal yrammer. West Afzican
Jaurnal of BEducatiaon (UK}, 4, 3, October 1960, 99-103,

T'raditional formal grammar is sametimes confused by teachers
wilh grammar. Formal grammar derives Irom classical, medieval and
renaisaance culture) it altempls lo describe in classical (Greek and
Roman) terins the voles governing the use of writlen Evrupean languages.
"Urammar', on the other hand. applice to anv language whatsoever,
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whether written or spolken. It refers to the set of permissible uses of
the expressions in any particular language. Grammar is, therefore,
clearly an inseparable part of teaching English as a foreign language.
Bul traditional formal grammar iz not the only, and may not be the best,
way of teaching il.-

MATHIEW, G. Choral pattern drills. Modern Language Journal {USA]
45, 5, May 1961, 215-6.

In leaching Lnguislic patterns by means of drills, the teacher
fhould remember that repetition by the class i5 less effective than response,
Since most pupils in charal drille merely echo the lead given by the brighles
pupils, choral drills are almost inevitably repetitions for most students,
whether Lhe leacher intends thems to ba fo or not,

KLEE, J. Effcclive praclices in secondary modern language teaching.
Maodern Language Journal [USA), 45, 5, May 1961, 207-10.

Twanty-one teaching practices which were found useful in teaching
loreign languages in Amaerica and abroad Al of these can be used in the
clussroom or a modestly equipped language laboratory.

JOHNSON, G.E., F.P. Ellison and J. 5. Flores, The effact of foraipn

lanpguapge teaching on basic learning in elementary schools
Modern Language Journal (USA), 45, 5, May 1961, 200-2

An experiment carried out in the public schools of Champalgn,
Nlincin, auggeats that the addition of foreign language study to elementary
achool eurricula har not affectad the pupils' performance In the ather
gubjects taught,

LABREW, L.A, The optisnuwm age for beginning & foreiyn language.
Madain Language Journal {USA), 45, 5, May 1961, 203-6,

Paycholopical, physislegical and linguniatic apinion inclines to the
view thel foreign languages are most effectivaly learnad at an aarly age.
Experimeénlys supporl this, and sugpgest that they are moast easily learned
in the firer grade of elementary schools. Periormance from that point
in gelactad areas of language learning was scen o veary inversely with
adwvance in age,

GUNTER, Hichard. Iroportional drill as & technigus for teaching

grammar. Language Learning (USA], 10, 3 and 4, 1960, 123-34.

The best way to teach prammar is to drill the student in correact
grammalical patterns. '"IProportional” drill iz 2 tecknigque of drilling
grammmealical pallerns by piving a cue in one pattern which iz balanced by
a response in snother (John's singing - John's singing?). These
"proportions' however must be carefully worked out so that the student
can progress logically from simple o more complex grammeaticel patterns.
There is 2 logical progression {rom:

(1) John's singing - John's singing ?
to (ii}) John is singing - ls John singing 7

which should not be altered. At the same time as grammaticsl patterns
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aré being drilled, the other two aspecte of foreign language learning -
pronunciation and vocabulary - should also receive atlenlion. The
advanlage of proportional drille over other deills is that while inducing
correct grammati cal habkits in the student, it alsa illustrates the relation-
shipg which exist Hetween the grammatical patterns as he learns them.

HILL, Leslie &A. The seguence of lenses with "il" -clauses. Language
Leurning [USA), 10, 3 and 4, 1960. 165-78.

Mast Bhooks on English grammar either mislead or gloss over the
problam of the sequence of tenses in sentences with "if'' -clauses. Exampes
can however be found of any combination of 18 tenses in sentences of the
pattern "1 see him, 1T'11 tell you", Each of these possible combinations
(18 % 18 = 324) is loted, with an example.

BOBBING, IMrank Tu. A ten day program of praparation for language

learning. Language Learning (USA), 10, 3 and &, 1960, 157-63.

Report of o course designed to promote the mental and paychalogical
attitudes necessary for Ianguage learning. The language taught was Kiowa,
and there was great eamphasie on the need for drilla and practice in
conversation., The medium of instruction was, as far as possible, Kiowa.
The rutivnale of the course was that the student should realise that language
leurning i muoinly acguiring o set of habits, snd that it was better to learn
this practically than theoretically,

INGRAM, 5.1, and J. O, Mace. Awndio=Visual French: Znd vyear.
Muodern Languages (UK), 41, 4, December 1960, 128-34,

Repoart on the second year of an introductory course in French
intandad to lead te G. C.E. "O" level in the 5th vear. The course conslsts
of filme and 8 sound track provided by lape-recorded native Freach voilces.
Al the end of the second year it appears that the pupils' command of spoken
French is bolh more comprehensive and more (luent than that of similar
clagges not using audio-visual methoads,

TURNER, J.D, Teaching machines and lanpuage laboratories, Tezcher
Fdueation (LK), 2, 1, May 1981, 2534,

[i) Hecenl experimenls wilh teaching machines in USA have shown
that praded and programmed inglruction can be given by a machine operated
by the pupil. Machines select the matarial and stages of progress for
gach pupil, and the superviging teacher can observe progress as il i3
recorded. Machines sare cheap, easy lo produwe and especially ussful in
areas where lhers are nol cnough teachers,  Although still in the experi-
rmental stage, results so far have been encouraging.

fii) Language lahoratories are now used widsly in USA. The main
component is @ tape-recorder for each pupil. The pupil records answers
ta the recarded guestion. can play back hie own answers {0 hear lhe
mistakee, can practics pronunciation, and receive individual instruction
over a closed circuit from the teacher.



26.

ol

POPHAM, W. James:. Tape-recorded lectores in the college classroom.
Audie-Visual Communication Review [USA), 9, 2, March-April 1761,

Los-18.

Report on an experiment at a2 summer session at Kanaas State
Collegea of Pittshurgh in 1960, Twoe groups of students enrolled in an
educational research course were the subjects.  One group was taught by
meane of tape-recorded lectures followed by discussion, the other group
by means of live lectures as well as discussion. The groups were
selected by tesls beforehand, to ensure their capabilities were approx-
imately equal, Teets held at the end of the course showed no significant
variation between the lwo groups' performances.

KLAUS, David.). The art of aute-instructional programming., Audio-
Visual Communication Review (TUSA), 9, 2, March-April 1961,
130=-42.

The auto-instructional mcethod, used in machine teaching, in basad
upon & caresful consideration of the peychology of learning and of the spacific
resulls and achisvemants which are the objectives of a particular teaching
proyrumme.  The devising of a programme (in this case high school
physics) is the most difficult and important part of machine teaching, und
revenls muny defects in the methods of ordinary clasaroom teaching.
Twelve rules for progromming are given, being derived from smpirical
lesls. Frobably the most important results of present researches into
machine leaching will be great improvements in our understanding of the
ingtrucltional process and the rethinking of traditional teaching methods
which this will entail.



LisT OF PERIODICALS

T =

The [pllowing pericdicals were surveyed in compiling this review,
The dates given indicate the lalesl issue available when going to press;

all subeequent irrues will be surveyed.

FPeripdicals from which articies

have been abstracted in this number of ENGLISH-TEACHING ABSTHACTS

are underlined.
Ahstracts of English Studies

ACLS Newslatter (American
Couneil of Learned Sn:in:ipn}

Alrica: Journal of the
International Alrican
Trnatitute

Adrican Studies

Archivem Linpuisticum

Audio-Visuul Communicalion
Rowview

Habel

Dritish Jouwrnal of
Educational Paycholoygy

Britiah Journol of
Educational Studics

Dacwments pour la Classe;
Moyens -Andiovisuels

Durham University: Jaournal
of the Institule of Education

Education CQuarterly
Education Research

Education Heview

Educations] Review {University

of Birminghar)
English Bulletin

English Lenpguspe Teaching

English Studiss

hana Teachera' Journal

(UsA)

[USA)

(U

(5. Alrica)
(UK)

[UsA)

(W, Derlin)

(UK)

(UK)

(France)

(UK)

{Indiz)
(UK}
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(Ux]

(Hong Keang)
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Mareh 1961

May 1961

January [196]

19, 3, 1960
12, 1, 1960

March-April 196t

7,1, 1961

June 1961

May 1961

B June 1961

March 1961

Winter 1960
MNovember 1960
19 Tanuary 1961

Fcbruary 1961

Deceamber 1960
Januzry-March 1961
June 1961

January 1961



Indisna Universily, School of
Fducation Bulletin

International JTournal of
American Linguistics

Journal of Education,
Kairaukudi, 5. India

Journal of Educalional

Prycholoagy

Journal of the National
kiducation Society of Ceylon

Language {Linguislic Sociely

ol M r'm'rin_'..l}
Lanpguage Learning: o Journal
i Applied Linpguiatics

Language and Speech
Lehende Sprachen
Lingun

Linguirtic Reporter

Modern Lanpuapge JTournal

Modern Languape

Maderna Spralk
MAFSA Newsletter
{Mational Association of Foreign

Sludent Advisers)

Overeea Nducation

OV AL Bulletin
(Overses Visual Aids Centre)

Fhilalogica Pragensia

PhiliA

{Fuklications of the Modern
Lanpusge Aszspciation of

America)

FPraxis

(Usa)

[U5A)

{(Indiz}

[UsA)

(Ceyion)

{Ls5A)

(USA)

(UK)

(W. Berlin)

September 1960
April 1961

March 1961

April 1961

March 196]
July-Septembar 1960
10,

3-4, 1960

Oetobar-Decembear 1960

Junuary-February L96]

(Holland) 9, 4, 1960

(USA) April 196l

(USA) May 198!
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(Sweden) 55, 2, 19581

(USA) 15 September 1960
( UEC) April 1961

(1K) October 1960
(Czechoslovakia) 4, 1, 1961

[TTIS4) September 1960

{W. Germany)

T 4, 1960.



Cuarterly Journal of Speech

Hevue de Linguistigue

Shiksha {(Journal of the
Education Department, U.P.)

Soviet News (USSR Embassy)

Teacher Education

Teaching Englivh (British
Cauncil)

Times Educational Supplement
Ure of English

Went African Journal of
Education

Wuord {(Linguistic Cirele of New
York)

Zeitechrift filr Anglistik und
Amerikanistik,

(UsA)
(Rumania)

(India)

(UK)
(UK)

(India)

(UK)
(UK)

(UK)

{usa)

(E., Beérlin)

Decembar 19&0

5. 2, 1960

January 1961

9 June 1961
May 1961

April 1960

16 June 1961
Autumn 1960

Cectober L1960

April 1961

8, 3, 19640



