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Facebook group 
On January 10th, we created a Facebook group, to 
publicise events and news associated with the ELT 
Archive and to promote ELT/TESOL/ELE (English 
language education) historical research generally. 
As of 29th December, the group has 68 members.  
If you’re on Facebook, do join us here:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11112694664
47827 

We’ll be trying to make more talks and meetings 
open to members in 2025, via Facebook Live  or 
Microsoft Teams (streaming and recording). 

 

ELT Archive News and Updates 

 
 

Collecting English textbooks 
published in China 

In January, Xi Li, who is completing her PhD on 

the 19th-century history of English language 

education in China, wrote a blog-post about the 

collection of English textbooks published in 

China that we have begun to develop. As she 

wrote, “This endeavor focuses on establishing a 

comprehensive China English textbook 

collection, a supportive resource for delving into 

the history of English language education in 

China. Once complete, this corpus will provide 

splendid primary source material for PhD and 

MA students in the Department of Applied 

Linguistics with a keen interest in researching 

the history of English language education.” Read 

Xi Li’s blog-post here. 

 

Welcome to our ‘Year in Review’ December 2024 
newsletter! At the Warwick ELT Archive, and within 
the associated ‘HoLLT Research Circle’ (a small 
group of interested staff and students meeting 
regularly in the Archive space in term-time), we're 
trying to put more resources online, write more 
blog posts and generally be more active in 
promoting both our collection and research into the 
history of English language teaching generally. We 
appreciate your support for the Archive now and in 
the past, and have put this newsletter together to 
thank you, to help you keep abreast of what’s been 
happening and to encourage you to continue to 
support us and keep in touch. You can always make 
contact by emailing R.C.Smith@warwick.ac.uk. 
 

Compiled by Richard Smith, Xi Li and Yi Zhang  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1111269466447827
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1111269466447827
https://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/entry/english_textbooks_published/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHeOg9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHS8C7U8iV6iJ61iENjrr9TtBALtkn9ZvgHAJDOsjChvL_am_t0Iq_NZBFg_aem_zb6mP04Q9KxuD30ElDkiuA
https://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/entry/english_textbooks_published/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHeOg9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHS8C7U8iV6iJ61iENjrr9TtBALtkn9ZvgHAJDOsjChvL_am_t0Iq_NZBFg_aem_zb6mP04Q9KxuD30ElDkiuA
https://warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/bc_publicity.docx
mailto:R.C.Smith@warwick.ac.uk
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Hornby Trust grant 

Throughout the year, the ELT Archive benefitted 

from a generous A.S. Hornby Educational Trust 

grant. This has supported further cataloguing of 

the collection, with a focus on books published 

in the 1980s, selective purchasing of materials, 

processing of donations and digitisation of some 

items, liaison with researchers in Europe and 

South and East Asia, oral history work, and 

initiation of the Friends of the ELT Archive 

network. 

Work connected with the ELT Archive has 

increasingly been aligning with the Hornby 

Trust's 'Decentring ELT' initiative, with recently 

embarked-upon projects involving support for 

research into English language education history 

in Bangladesh, China and India, initiatives to 

incorporate history into teacher education, and 

histories of marginalized groups and practices, 

including work by women in TEFL generally. 

 

 

Link with HELE-India 
Under the Hornby Trust grant to the ELT Archive, 
we are collaborating with a team led by Professor 
Amol Padwad in India to develop historical 
research into English language education there. To 
support this initiative, we have begun to digitise 
and make available online some of the India-
related resources we have in our collection. Work 
so far is viewable here:   
https://warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/resources/india 

 

 
Link with Bangladesh 

To support researchers in Bangladesh, led by 
Prof. Hamidur Rahman, who were looking to 
found a ‘Dr Michael West Study Centre’ at the 
Government Teachers’ Training College in 
Dhaka, we compiled a comprehensive 
bibliography of works by Michael West, who 
was Principal of the College from 1920 to 1932. 
We linked this to existing online items and 
digitised more from our collection, making a 
large number of items available which had not 
been accessible before. The picture shows 
Prof. Richard Smith at the Centre’s opening in 
February. Read more here. 

 

 

Donations of materials 
 We continue to benefit from donations of interesting 
and rare materials. For example, in April we received 
two pamphlets with prescriptions for English teaching 
in Iraq from 1955 (one of them pictured above), from 
Martin Wedell, and the report of a 1966 conference 
on ELT in Bangladesh, received from Henry 
Widdowson. Donations of rare materials like these 
are very welcome. Martin and Henry are now enrolled 
in the list of donors on the front page of our website, 
along with others who have generously donated 
materials this year and in the past. 

https://www.hornby-trust.org.uk/decentring-elt
https://warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/resources/india/
http://warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/halloffame/west/
https://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/entry/supporting_elt_historical/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/research/collections/elt_archive/
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HERstory of ELT – new project 

A group provisionally called 'Women in ELT 
History' (WELTH) held its first meeting at the 
IATEFL conference in Brighton on 17th April. 
We agreed to meet regularly to carry out 
research into the history of women in TEFL, 
beginning with a focus on oral history of 
recent times (1980s–1990s). Group 
members are Julie Norton, Richard Smith, 
Alessia Cogo, Miriam Schwiening, Carol 
Waites (all pictured, L to R above), Heather 
Buchanan, Sandy Millin and Xi Li (not 
pictured). Some insights into the history of 
women in EFL are already on this web-page. 

 
‘English as a Barbarian Language’: 

Talk about Chinese textbooks 
On May 8th, 2024, the HoLLT Research Circle 

hosted Prof. Bob Adamson, author of China’s 

English: A History of English in Chinese 

Education and Visiting Professor at the 

University of Nottingham Ningbo, for a public 

talk titled "English as a Barbarian Language". 

The lecture provided a historical overview of 

changes in English textbooks in China. 

Following the public talk, Prof. Adamson visited 

the ELT Archive, where he engaged in deeper 

discussions with HoLLT Research Circle 

members on these subjects, greatly enriching 

their understanding. He also donated some 

books for our developing historical collection of 

Chinese school and college English textbooks. 

Read Xi Li’s blog-post about the visit. 

 

Tasks for teacher education 
‘Animating’ the archive by showing how history can 
contribute to present-day teacher development remains 
an important objective for us. This year we succeeded in 
gaining approval for a new MA TESOL option module on 
‘Researching TESOL Histories’. The contents of this derived 
from discussions within the HoLLT Research Circle and, 
although not enough students signed up for the module to 
run in 2025, the planning that went into the module will 
inform other activities. For example, we are thinking of 
offering some sessions publicly online. Teacher education 
activities we’ve developed include historical textbook 
analysis tasks and engaging students in interviewing a 
senior teacher (‘oral history)’. We’re in touch with 
colleagues in Germany (Bremen), France (Tours) and Italy 
(Milan) who have a similar interest and hope to 
collaborate with them even more closely in 2025. 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/research/collections/elt_archive/halloffame/women/
https://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/entry/english_as_a/
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History of AILA 

This year saw the 60th anniversary of the 
foundation of AILA, the International 
Association of Applied Linguistics. In 2023 we 
had been approached by AILA President 
Professor Azirah Hashim (pictured) to look after 
and, if possible, build up AILA’s archive and we 
agreed to do so, considering that we’re already 
looking after the BAAL (British Association for 
Applied Linguistics) archive, which has a number 
of AILA related items. At the 60th anniversary 
AILA congress in Kuala Lumpur in August, 
Richard Smith and Azirah Hashim talked about 
their work up to that point in piecing together 
AILA’s history, in a plenary symposium on 
‘Histories of Applied Linguistics: Critical 
Perspectives’.  

 
Research by members of staff 

On 29th May, Richard Smith gave a talk in the 
Department’s seminar series about research he 
had carried out with Prof. Tony Liddicoat on 
‘Representations of history in materials for 
TESOL teacher education’. This constituted a 
critical review which revealed lacunae and 
biases in the kind of ‘history’ presented in 
introductory TESOL methodology textbooks. A 
couple of weeks later, on 12th June, Dr. Jason 
Anderson gave a talk related to his recent blog-
post on the origins, history and understanding 
of Test-Teach-Test in English language teaching, 
based partly on material in the Warwick ELT 
Archive. 

 

 
 

 
 

Link with Italy 
In the second half of the year, we benefitted from 
reciprocal visits from and to the Italy ELT Archive which 
is being set up at the University of Milan. Initiated by 
Professors Luciana Pedrazzini and Andrea Nava, the 
project aims to promote research into and 
understanding of the principles underpinning ELT 
materials production in 20th Century Italy. On 10th July, 
Dr Emanuela Tenca, the project’s research assistant, 
visited Warwick with an ESSE grant and gave a talk about 
construction of the project database. On 20th September, 
Richard Smith reciprocated with an invited visit to Milan 
to help launch the Italy ELT Archive. This link is providing 
us with new ideas about online presentation of digital 
and digitalised material, just as we may ourselves have 
provided some initial inspiration for the Italy project.  

https://aila.info/about/history/archive/
https://jasonanderson.blog/2024/05/30/on-the-origins-history-and-understanding-of-test-teach-test-in-english-language-teaching/
https://jasonanderson.blog/2024/05/30/on-the-origins-history-and-understanding-of-test-teach-test-in-english-language-teaching/
https://italy-elt-archive.unimi.it/
https://www.torrossa.com/en/resources/an/4652622
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‘Re-viewing histories of language 
teaching’ 

 

In September, Prof. Richard Smith was invited 
to give a plenary talk at the conference of 
ARDAA (Association pour la Recherche en 
Didactique et Acquisition de l’Anglais) at 
Université Sorbonne Nouvelle, Paris. The 
plenary, on ‘Re-viewing histories of language 
teaching: A foundation for present practice?’ 
was video-recorded, and slides are available 
here. In the talk, he reviewed arguments for 
history of ELT, traced his own trajectory of 
research in the field, and mapped out some 
directions for the future.  
 

 

Other News and Updates 

Upcoming conference 

 
 
On 5–7 June 2025, the International Inter-
Association Conference on the History of 
Language Learning and Teaching (HoLLT) 
2025 will be held at the University of 
Insubria, Como, in Italy. The conference is 
a major event in the world of HoLLT and 
several members of the HoLLT Research 
Circle at Warwick are intending to submit a 
proposal. The deadline of the call for 
proposals is 15 January 2025. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/UCc0ciUkdHk?t=18194s
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/people/smith/ardaa/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/people/smith/ardaa/
https://www.uninsubria.eu/about-us/our-communication/today-insubria/ichollt-2025-international-inter-association-conference?fbclid=IwY2xjawHfsb1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHax-KtiRX7QBccyHlYXlxWpdxazPsvbT0w7eTepDzeU8fX6xhwfDvLcS6Q_aem_eBM40UbL1NfVwb4_DCdvOA
https://www.uninsubria.eu/about-us/our-communication/today-insubria/ichollt-2025-international-inter-association-conference?fbclid=IwY2xjawHfsb1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHax-KtiRX7QBccyHlYXlxWpdxazPsvbT0w7eTepDzeU8fX6xhwfDvLcS6Q_aem_eBM40UbL1NfVwb4_DCdvOA
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A.P.R. Howatt, R.I.P. 
 
On 30th May, A.P.R. (Tony) Howatt passed away peacefully in Edinburgh, aged 85. He is particularly 
well-known for his A History of English Language Teaching (OUP) which remains a unique go-to 
resource and a ‘classic’ in the field of ELT. He was attached to the University of Edinburgh as 
student and staff member from 1955 to 2000 (apart from a hiatus teaching abroad from 1960 to 
1965). Below right is a photo of him opening the Warwick ELT Archive in 2005, founded as a legacy 
of his pioneering work in the field of History of English Language Teaching, and a photo of him as 
a younger man on the left. Via the following link, you can read the text of a lecture he gave at the 
opening of the ELT Archive, which incorporates and is in many ways a continuation of the historical 
collection (the ‘Dakin collection’) that he developed and looked after at Edinburgh until his 
retirement: https://warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/launch/ 

          

N.S. Prabhu, R.I.P. 
In November, N.S. Prabhu passed away peacefully in Bangalore, India. Working for the British 
Council in the 1980s, he became well-known internationally as a pioneer of what later came to be 
called task-based language teaching, in the context of the so-called ‘Bangalore Project’. Prabhu (as 
he was widely known) shared notes on ELT history in India with the ELT Archive, and we also hold 
copies of reports of the Bangalore project, as well as an interview he recorded with Keith Johnson 
during the latter’s visit in the 1980s. Obituaries are due to appear in a forthcoming issue of The 
English Classroom (published by the Regional Institute of English South India). 
 

 

https://warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/launch/
https://www.riesi.ac.in/english-classroom-journal/
https://www.riesi.ac.in/english-classroom-journal/
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Louis Alexander (1932–2002) – an EFL syllabus and materials 
master craftsman 

There are many practical insights about EFL syllabus and materials design in this recorded 
lecture / memoir by L.G. ('Louis') Alexander, recorded in 1981 and digitised for the 
Warwick ELT Archive. Probably the only author of language learning materials to have had 
a bust erected in his memory (below is a photo of it taken recently for us by Zhang Ao 
(arranged by Zhang Yi) in the garden of the Beijing publisher FLTRP), L.G. Alexander 
entered the Guinness Book of Records in 1977 for having sold the greatest number of 
copies of any book by an individual author in one year (The Guardian, 9 July 2002). The 
popularity of his New Concept English (Longman, 1967) series in China seems to have been 
the main reason for this entry, though his subsequent series Look, Listen and Learn (1968–
1971), Target (1972–74) and Mainline (1973–81) all additionally enjoyed great worldwide 
success. Alexander also co-authored the influential 'communicative' Council of Europe 
syllabuses The Threshold Level (1975) and Waystage (1977). A full account of his career 
can be found in the Warwick ELT website pages dedicated to his achievements. 
 

 

Focus on… 

https://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/entry/louis_alexander_19322002/
https://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive/entry/louis_alexander_19322002/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/research/collections/elt_archive/halloffame/louis_alexander/archive/alexander_l_g.mp3
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/research/collections/elt_archive/halloffame/louis_alexander/archive/alexander_l_g.mp3
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/research/collections/elt_archive/halloffame/louis_alexander/
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We hope you enjoyed reading this 
newsletter.  

 
During the coming year, for the most up-to-

date information on Warwick ELT Archive 
news and activities, please join us on 

Facebook – Friends of the ELT Archive – or 
check our website: 

http://www.warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive 
 
 

Happy New Year! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1111269466447827
http://www.warwick.ac.uk/elt_archive

