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Afs_. HORNBY : m'mzvm" WITH MR OBAWA, TOKY0, OCTOBKR, 1969.

Good ovening, Mr Hornby -~ it's a time since I saw you last,

Yos, it is a long tims sinco I saw you, and I'm glad to say that I've

kept well and I hope you have too.

Yes, thank you, When did I see you last 7  About ten years ago, was 1% 7

4
Yoa, this 1s my second visit to Japan since the war, Héﬂ I csgbhere about

ten years ago for a confersnce on the toaching of English with Dr. Fries,

and we had many loctures, and after the conference we travelled about

a bit in Japan.

So this is your second visit to Japan since the war, isn’t it ?

Yoz, this 1s the second visit, and I'u very happy o be here again to

woet go many old Lriends,.

¥etre very happy too.

What is the purpose of your visit this fime ?

¥ell, my publisher in Lenden, the (xford Dniversiity Press, suggesied

tngt I might 1like te come tc Japan for Britlsh Week. I'm sure you all

wmow about Britisl ¥Wee: - I see the Union Jack {lying everywhere. And

so I was very happy io come, and I shall stay after the week, and perhaps

4o some work with oy publishers here.

How long are you going to stay here ?  After this Festival.

Until the end of Octobsyp.

Since your arrival ip Japes, have you noticed anything different from

your last visit ?

®¥21i, I have beon hore only three or tour days so far,; bub going about

Fokyo I see that everything 1o getting bigger and bigger, but I'm not

cmre that it's gotting better and bottar, because tho traffic and the

noige seens to be po vory great these days - I 1like a quiet life in the

country.

I too.

But Tokyc is & very fine city of course, and X law roticed all the fine

big build1ngs put up Lfor the Olympic Games, and the new highkwaye, the

‘Super-highvays - thoge ore sll new since I vas here last.

Dut even ihgge highways ave congested every day, from mopning till night.

Yhen did you zome to Japan for the firat time 7 I nmeen Wofors the war,

¢h, that wao in 1924,

Fhat was he year of the great 'quake!,
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ASHi I had recently taken my degree from tho Univepsity of London, and the 4
Appointments Board of the University one dg informed me that there was

. & Japanese gentleman in London who wanted me o go to Japan, end I met ;
/ Professor Wetermorvey of the ( chr&emomr a7 N
and he suggested that I might go there for a three year pariod, and I |
was very much interested in this idea of coming to Japan, a very romantic g
country to a young man. So I accepted fro three years. But lzstead

3f staying three years, I stayed very many more years, because I like F

1% =0 much, i
o} How o0ld were you at that time, may I ask 7 ’
4SH: I was 26 when I first cous ocut,
Qs This was after coming from the London Univergity.
ASH:  Yez; I was late graduating because I had besn in the navy during the wam,

so I had to go to the Ouiversity rather 1ater than usual/

3 Hov 214 you find th* stadenls efK\G-ita COmQGYCiBl ?2 Hizh Sehool in

A

tiose days ?

&8t  Well, ¥ was rather surmrised when I first mst ny students, botause I had
been asked to come to Japan to teach English literaturs, smd when I got
te the cellege I found iy miudents were reading Thackeray and Shakespeare,
and apparently with great understapnding. But, to my dismay they couldn't
speuk Bugllsh vary woll - thay could read but they couldn't speak - go I
hed quite & surprico, but after a few months ¥ decided that @y main work
ought to be teaching languagos and not literature. 8o ny interects
vecamme lingulebic not literary, and I think ever after that I was much
more lnterested in teaching language, and leaving literature to my Japanese
colleagues who did it verywell of course,

Ds Do you mean that most of the students hardly understood your lacturi} in
these dages ?

ASHt Fot uuless I spoke very slowly and carefully.

Ot And thoy couldn't meke themselves understood in Euglish 7

ASH3 They could axk questions, yes, but they asked the wyong questionc.
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AsH: (cont.) They would say, for example,'where went you yesterday,’' instead

of 'vhere did you go.! Well now, that is very bad for comeone who can

re&d Shakespears,

03 1 think there's a great improvement now.

A8Ht Oh, I'm sure there must bo.

0z Well, what do you rémomber most vividly about Ci-ita ?
ira .
ASH: Well, Ol-ifst 15 not a very interenting or exciting town to live in itsel?,

bud evevyoie was eery kind to me there, but I loved :yahﬁ or\ﬁfurse.
iﬁ%gsfﬁﬁ. \Y]
9

T used %o go to (Be //nzﬂf} and my wife and I uesd to travel in Ki-usho,

—

o .
Ve went to the (Ar-s8 7) districi, Tri , we used to go to a boautiful
T
valley called the (gbarzay ?7) every avtumn,

-
04 A, yes, very famous. Pq )

. JxIA;J\'
ABH: So we enjsyed RKisusho. _{&{k’§qy4/””f

s ( You like the hot plaes*?) ?

ASH: Ysas, ¥Wo went to hot-gpring resorts quile & lot, Jo&k_q

03 Ig it about an hour s ride from { 914& } %o (:ﬁ% ?) 2

ASH: TYes, in thoge days there was an elestrle twex¥Way betuwssn the two townc.

O fn Blectyic tramway ?

ASH: I axpect now you'vs gol something faster.

103 Well, how did you come %o know Dr. Palwer, ths first Birector at the
Ingstitute for Research in Teaching English ?

O;L«
ASH: Well, while I was teaching in Oi-ita ¢f courss L cometines came to Tokyo

Koz away

au vielts, and I epent my summers in Karaperce, &nd I think I met hinm
durivg that perind. Becanse, woll, British people in'Tokyo usuglly dild
meet; and when I mst him I became interested in his work, I Joived the
Inctitute, bocame & msmbér, and corresponded with him about probdlems I
uad, and in the ond he asked m¢ %o co-operate with him, and I uxed to
write occasional &rticles for him while I was atill in COl-ida,

Ot In those daygs, 4ldn't you have some Annual Forelgn Teacheris Conlerence
in Tokyo 7

fho Tapan K/

N a



ASH: Yo, there was an mssmccimtion of Foreign Teachers of English, and we
ueod to meet occasionally, we had our meetings in Tokyo.
Oz And who was the Director of the Foreign Teacherts Associstion 7

ASH: I forget who it was now, !z, Gauntlet ? Not ho ,oung Gawatlet who 1s
in Tokyo now, but his father. I romonber Mr. Gauntlet Senler very welle
s was & Welshwan I think,

o: Whon you came up to Tolyo to Ol-itw in 1936, did you come at the invitation
of Dr. Palmor or of Lhe Tokyo School of Foreiga Languages or Tokyo Higher

/{ Normal #Z% Bchool. ?

ABN:  VWell I think it wes cne of those Japsnase-style arrangements. Drs Palmer
wanted me to come to Tokyc to help him but he couldn'’t invite ma to those
gchoole but he suggested to the authorities in these two achonls that they
might invite me and they very kindly co-opsrated with his wiches and

w1
invited me to Join the staffs, ‘ o l({{'d‘
0t S.’quhg;:}ull-tim Leacker in both schools or A4 (p“M'b WV‘% and
oMy

Tigher Hornal Hcheol part-tiue ? V)

ASH: Yas,

3] fd what was your position at the Institute, I mean, #kat did you do there ?
chielly«

ASH: Well, when I first cawe to Tokyo of courss Dré Talmer wans still the Director,

and I was helping hiw with research works We did a Lot of recearch work
Collocation §

on {eoleewdrromiz—2), vosabulary control and things of that soré, and I helpsd
wims T was a yepeareh associale, '

Oz Can you tell we sowmething interesting about yowr work while you wore with
thoe lusiltute 7

ASH: Well, the rosearch work was routine work, for exaupls, Sie Ford Foundation
gent over a lot of money fox research on co}cc&t:’.onn, and Peluar yas very
irserasted in everyihing concerned with vocabulary, vocabulary control;
and then col}t?catiomz -~ tha’s is the comiag together of words like 'in orxdew

to%  that's & colucation. And nobody, apparsntly, had listed «ll the

—

colucations in Bnglich. It'as not quite the samc thing &o an Idiona

If you say 'raining sets end dogs' that®s an idiomy but of courss I Jope

you den®t ume it basausc 1t's net a very good ome. But therc are pther
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(cont,) phraces, verval phrases, all cortsc of things, prepooitional
phrasos, nobody had collected. So wo combed the Shorter Oxiord Licklonary
in two huge volumos, a Webster for American cé%??ations, we put 21l these
(ings on to esards ard then put then into order, and that led %o tLe
publication of the cégécnticnn report, Woll, that was the iind of work
£het wo did « nob emastly excit%;g but T nope it waa.ucelul.

Was 1% pudblished by the )‘Lﬁl‘;‘ ?) or by some othor publishirng
company ? ‘ "’,/’;q

It was publiliched by Kn}zﬂ%ha gor the Institube, the !{Lakea'z::;ha uced Lo
publich the Inctitvio work,.

Aud one of 4he recults iz the compllation of that dictionary I thinl. With

aOW
compile that unigue and/werid-famous learnerts dictionary ?

oo Pax
T did nost of the work snd it was my cescep¥lon, I taimk, I felt that
thore was a need for a dilciiovary ip Suglish, not guite se difficult %Yo
undersiand as, for example, the Convige Cxford, because of course Coungise
Ozferd definitions spe for poople who have Buglish as their ».tlaer tOaguE .
™ieyfre arrenged in a wkole long string of worde without any divisions, and
o T thought that if § could wrile =z dsfinitdon which wacs sanier to undo
gtard well ther thet would hslp the studsnt of English in Japan. So I
trdad to give definitionc like those which I would give in clasc, I
sorebody sald weat does thic word mean, I would mmswex spentarngously,
without thinking very much about exactness, but would give a definltion

that was sasy to undsretand for my puplls; and so whea I wrote the
dicticnary I docided %that kind of éifinitian was what was useful for thom.
Then T wanted to put iu a 1ot of Syntax, becaume 1 youfre goilng to uae
English, 1tfs not encugu just 1o know the word end its spelling, its
pesning and its yronofnciation, you nust know how to vce it, how it fits
into the scntence, the sentenco patterns And so the sentence patterus
were now}I think, a new feature of dictionaries. And then we had to give
infarnatien about whother a noun, for exarple, wag counitable or uncountable;
Tnat 1s nover given in an English dictionary for Englisnh-cpeaking people -

Lhoy kocH.
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he could
(cont,) But a Japaness student might not be too sure whether

say furnitureVs plural, but he can't, it's alvays singular, and so on.
No'aaa;;_;gl—;;o Brgligh/Iganese dictionaries in Japar adopt that system,
U and © ~ Countedls and Uncountable - you sterbed that.
Hell, I'm glad to know thet my initlative has beon usoful to other people.
About how long did it take you to finish one dictionary ?
Well I worked usually during the long swmmer holidayss I used to take

Su’n’l"‘”/ CottK W(ZN"”\ - d
a 4/’\ + in Eermstezar, and take all the mglexial thers. An
thon I ?}d more work eri;F the Christmas holideys and the Spring holiday,
and (” rd Y - did the satw, It nust hove vaken about three
years to propare the ranuseript copy, and thon I forsot how long At took
to produce thos all, the Japsmese printers in those daye were zot so
goed &5 nov. The rough proofs were full of printsr's errors, and so
you do much beltor taday with printezs,
Wnero was é? ct;?’ teacking at that time ?
Ho was at{Ssnes—9y the Univern!ty and at the Righ School.
Saudégxand ( fg\A.L( = highor Commorilchl Sckoel.
Senddd Universiry cnd Fusawhoeds High School,
2ad Wakeflold 7 )

Peens

He was teaching in Tokyo, ho was at the Blers~Schocl, and I thirk at

%o or throe obher mchoels buy X forget which now,

Some years bolore the outhreak of Werld War Two, ws Fnslich teachers of
dapan had & very hard time of it. W11 you t&li ue of the unpleasant
exrericnces, if you had any

I don't think I had any unplecsant experiences al all, We had an
axgiove tine because we kngw porkape that war would came, and thet war
would be a2 great dierupticn te eur iives, But ny Japmness colleagues
and my students were very very kind to me during thst period, and they
tried to allay_my anxiely, amd even after Pearl Havbour they were very
kKind to me until the time whon I was @b}e to leave on the shép with the
Anbassador.
So, the ptudente didn't protest against you ?

Ne, I was shown very great ccurteny, they were vexry polite students

in those days.
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I'm very glad to hoar that. I understand that yun visited the USSE
- Soviot Ruscim, msd many other foreign countries. Will you please makd
son¢ comment on pome of the methods used thore.
Well I have been Lo usmy parts of Easiern Europe, sud of course Lo nany
countries all over tie world, since I left Japan, leciurirg for e Brijish

Couscil. My vislt to the Soviet Union was really a holiday for six

wooke,
Thie was turoe years age © .

wid b p
Yor, I waut %herc as a tourist, but ny dictionery and -pi-bew—3) serngs

were kaown in Rastera Burope, they wers printed in a Rusglan translation
in Mossowy aud the diciionary has besn sold thers fzow a reprint In
¥arnaw. S0 when I got an Intouriast gulde, ib was usually @ university
student who spoke Baglish, Thess guides at once recogalsed my neue, and
they invited me fo go to the fasuitien of the universifies of Kiev,
Leningrad and otdcr plages, whers I met the toacheps ¢f Euglish in Russplas
dnd I wac very nuch surpriced to se¢ how familiar thoy were wiltk ihe work
od Palmer, Fmluer's work is vary widely kunoun in Pastsn Purocpe end -
g your work Lo =

Aad my work oo I suppoce, But they wers slwaye familiay with Palm&x;ig
books and Lds work, and tiey weye doing whet they ceould o €:1low hio
theorles and pracidses. The Russians today are very up-to-date, They
way sot Lpaval abyoad vory much, but they keep themselves very well
Infawed on the letest work in linpguistics everywhers, asd bhey do very
good teackiag indoed.

d they have any mothode partictlarly diffsreni Ire: ours, or methods
adopted in gther countales ¥

#1l, T wasalt obio to see & gromt deal of the work, bocause it was a
summer vacalblon ¥ime so I dldn't got into claimes, but I was amare thot
thasy laid very greal siveds on ad;:\;gfl‘wnrk « the basis of tReir work was
creed - and that of course, is very luportant, if the tcachers are
qualified for apfal work, and the Rucctan teachers werw) they wero very

fluent In Bnglish, It s extracydicmrey, but they could produce teachers

who speax very fluent English and yet never go outeilde thelr own country,
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(cont.) That was a great feature of their work I inoughte
What advances have been made in tesching English in gaceat years ?
Tell e zometiing about the roceut developmont advancess

Well as you know, of course, thy lingulsmta, otk in the Usdted Btates and

in Burope have been writing a very large nuzber of most lupressive boousd.

But I don¥t think the wovk of the linguist has got threugh %o the schaols
yot. Scmebody has to ozauine the work of the big 1inguists, study thelr
work ond find out vhich features can be dealt with ot school level; amd

that 1s baing done gredually - I'm srying to do it mgself ~ I'm interpreting
the wovk of the linpuist at = practisal level. And thon taere nae haen

the iumense influence o? audis-vizual alds an the language-laboratorien,
thoy're having & gooat infilnence fodayj television znd radio for tsaching
langumgos. Al thece things are a very great help, We mustzlt aangrate

them, thoughs HNething can tale ths place of the teacher Iin the clase-

PO e

Ia Py 2 id in Sydney (in the public session ? }
I said, L'a

1They cantt d%gggsa teachers ~ this is very irmpoxrtant, tihat they canit
ropress teacllelSe Is theaw any diflerence bvetuween tiue nethod uced in

tep Undted States and tus Tnilded Xingd -~ generxally moye or less the

sowe I thimk, bul ls there sowe comspicuous diliference, or yorw differont
uvr no giffereuce ai ail.

Yell I think thal botu Lo Ualbed Stojes aed Britedn language teaching
faces the problen that woe havealt enough inceutives; beconsg children
soth 4r Britaln oo In the Tulled Stabtes know thal sheswrsr thay go in tho
world thsy cax seb Oy Ly using Euglish, and that cakes thém rathoer ine
different to the languaze teaeldngs But reading has boaon siressed ton
wuclh, and todoy we are trying Yo do moro muied worl In Bualasd, and

today wo're making czporixents teashidng French and German to very young
childrap indeod, and that ic very promising indosd, Starting af ths

aze 0f sly or soves yoars of age:

I w20 < in primary cchool. My iwpression in that the fmerican :cthod

is zore er less wechanical - more machanical than tie British way.
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A5 Woll you probably know better than I do, 2o I haven't baon 15 Amoxican
achools.

O3 Do you have acmo poroonal rominimcences relating to Dr. Pelmew bafors
or aftor the war ? Whon you wore with him hove or after you veat b&Sk

" to Bapland or after Palmer wenk back to England. You met hin in England ?

ASH: Tes, of gourse I meb 4in In Emgland, He wao & great enthusiact. it he
wo% & mow idea ho wouie wers at 1t cndlessly until hs found ﬁ%\- oxr ghougnk
ho had foungﬂéhc Gid biom 40 & problem,  And whon ke was working on Synteax,
and Sontence Pattaras that fascinated him irdeed, and he worked out all
sowis of idean on papes, desipgas for a railwey sysbeuw Yoy cmample, to
ilinatrate overy wind &f soutence in Bagliche

] That souwsds very intorcatings

&SN With all cortas of loop lincs - a loop line for he infinitive, & lecy line
for the pust-participle, 4nd you could starhk »n e end of the systes
and go all round these loons and back for auny kind of senlémcs, Whea
ho got back te Bnnland -~ he had a house in the country - z2and he setually
bullt a medel railway in his garden, with landscaping round it amd these
sentences which wont roupd the railway tracks.

01 82 tha% ip 3he Syntgxiéc;ailway syctems

ASE: Yess T.ou ozm gee it in ons of his books, the Ne: Method Grammar, it's
=eis 11lustrated i45 that,

15 And bave you soeax that ?

ASH: Tesy, I saw that zailenys Thore wWore no trains on the track - just the
track,

Q- Do you recommond somo pavtioular mothod, you L&ve some particular method
in sind £ recommond to beachers of English in Japan F

ASH$ %ell I often say thay any method of teaching will be successful if ysu
havo an ontbuniesilc teachker, who knows Engiish‘ he car dbe successful
with eny mothod, But of course, i the toocher doesn't hknow Bglishk
well, he will moi 50L success, he will not get roesults., Whatever method
ko ugesy tho teacher is moro important tham the nothod. But 1f wo want
to t?mammond a method, I would alvays reccomend 8 lapgs peoporticn of
azgaI’Ebrk. and that ngrﬁijwnrk should he based on activity, and the

activity must repreo ont a situation. Sc I weuld say I recommend er
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ASH:  (cont.) gufal wothod based on activity, and e citustional motiods
50 that whem ihe puplls &ve talking they are doing things tnat they arge
talking about - thoy arc felking about cemething that is being don.
In a story they ars reading - pletures they are lookine at. 1
the nesehanical re':f,titiou of pattoruns nm&y be
but not as a method of teaching; you dontt ? . patterm through
mechanical repftition of the patternz, but you con use fhose patterns
at a later otage once you have mastered 1t thugh cse in ascocietion
with notivity, asscciation with a situatlion.

0t Wot at the initial stuge.

ASTs Xo, Patterns in tue abebrect would be rather dull 3o ctart with, and

T think every pew itenm in lenguage nuct be assocviated with aclivity or

the gituation in the ¢ivst place. Not with mero sontouccs vhich ere

Irreldwent, nol coutinutun ¢ eny Eath tonce in a patbérn should be
honld mfter 3

VA

»slatad to a situation &m’\a shange of situation te every pattern.
That is my guarrel perpaps with sonme of the Amerlca n systess - & litile
584

Hay I call the wethed fcltuation.method? or something like that ?
Sitemtion and nethod is a description of ore of the things I fsvounr,
Qs 4 Bemantic mebthod ?
ASE:  Not Semdtic, nos Thoy will lostm 2he mesnings of vorde through ascoclation,
that 4o ¥he semoniic zepocis
Thia 1o ke naavent sxpressiocn. How, is € any book on Eaglish
teacking you would iike to racomnend to Japanese teachays of English ¢
Woll Y shovuld say that they couwld with grost advanbtage go back to come
uf the older bpoke 1ike /osparson'a “How To Teach a Porsign Lenguage™,
and Swest's book on teaching languages, Paimerfc bookz, They ars very
good for thoory: 'Ths modsrn books on lismguictles aro not for the
erdinory teacher, they are for the spéclalist, and if the ardinary teacher
starts reading bhooks on linguistics he will probably pot coafused,
Perhage I'n ﬁrongiug the Japmesé teacher, perhapé he would undorsﬁ%nd
then, but I think %Zhe simpler books arc botfer Por hin, and practieal

books 1f I nmey inctance my own, my little booke on how to teach
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¢ (eont.) structure and sentence pattern were written spocially for

/
teachers, /

/
Ce Mnd with very valusdble advi¢e to Japanese teachorc of English, There
come difficult bogks. "
ASHy  Poople in universitieo could road thosc books, theu interpret those books
at the right lavel for teachors in the lower sCROOLlS. {
K

.

Bhat do you think about Lie develtwent of sudio-vistal aids, redio and

Qs Now, what do you think about the broadcasting from \&F H.

telaovislon and tape-vecorders and s0 on.

ABT: I'a sure they can be vory holpful indeed to the iearner, sspeslaliy the
onthuoiastic Jcavncer, 1P the loarner really is snthusiastic he will
Iisten and he will watch; il be!s noi enthusiaestlc he won't listan and

he won't waich - ne'll go out and play basebail or go to the einmema or Aﬂyvlf

WM

wateh TV,
ﬁf’” ot
ﬁ ¢
iy The point is, how cathuclastic ths studenis arc. c~ \
ASHt Thors nmust he wmany Whe aprreciate very much dhe work that you ave doing,
=

2or esample; and adult learners who donfl go to cchool, thsy can benefit
vory much,

0z In thiz connection, 1if I understand rightly, you have bad & direct «r
indirect connecticon withk the B3C. Iz that righ?t ?

AsH: You kngw that the BRE has what we call the world service which goes out
g1l over the world; and & feature of that serwvice is called ®WEnglicsh by
Padiao", becaus2 we in Britaia have been teaching tho world English for
very many years. Seaching iu Africa end India during fhe last cantury.
Wo continue to teach $he world English ~ we iry to snyway - and "English
by Radio" programnes include umeny that I worked on. Sometimes I worked
on tho seripts, and the work was done in the studie by other voicec and
somotivos I bromdcast myself, And umost of these scripis and recordings
ars availlable on transsriptiond discs or traneription tapes, which were
geat oud from London %o broadcasting stations all over the worid uard
ra-broadcast - | |

01 Do you think they araz obtainable over here in the bodkshops or

4881 I don't know whether “hoy are obtalnable in the dookshops, but informatios

about thkewn can he ob%kained frow the Information Sarviea of the Britien
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ASH:  (cont.) Council, and the diecs are certainly atrailable if anybody

arranges to import thenm,

1/‘ .
01 I thought these not so exprﬁﬁéiva.axﬂh”QQQHL"ﬂ

7
ASB:  That depends on whether your Government pays tax on them or not, thet's

20 in London, sometimes thinge 1ike that get heavy tax on them, don't they ?
0: I also remember that you broadcast from ngfk. from this station - Radio
Tokyoe
ASH:  Net from this magnificent buillding, but from another building, not s0
magnificeat, I used to broad t English lessons very early in the

hes vi a
morning - 7a.m., with s—or-Horry, who was very, very good friend

of wins,
L(@.J@
01 Yes, an old man, a Professor of g,,&i'univorsity. (or’yaigf?)
ASH: I liked him very much, he was one of my best friends in Tokyo. We used to
get up very early and broadcast together, and I rsmember when I came out
of the studloc every morning, all the staf? were doing physical excercises.
Do you do that today ?
Q¢ Oh, yes. A% a matter of fact, that has a very long history.
¥ill you give us pome hinte and suggestions for the future of English
teaching in Japan ?
ASH: wgml, I really dontt know encugh about present-day condltions to give
sdvice - it would be presumptuous of scmebody who has been away from Japem
for such a long time to advise you - but generally speaking I think the
chief emphasis must be placed upon teacher-training. It's no good having
wonderful textbooks, wonderful aids, unless you have teachers who are really
' goodj who know English well, who speak English well; and from my experience
0 Ugmgg;;6VW in soms countries, I would say teachers who have ecomomic security.
Ef Cﬂdz%,ﬁqaﬂ\“aecauae if & teacher has to work at three or four jobs in order to live
. NN ICHNGE S st
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securely then there's no time to prepare lessons, to merk papsrs and 80 On.

01 The Jovernment must DAY EBOTra,

ASH: Well, I didn't say that, I said the teachors should have sconomic security
so that they don't have to overwork. If he overworks he can't bs & good

teacher. ‘That's simple, I think, in any country.
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13.

Before concludiug this evening's talk, Mr. Hornby, would you like to
say something to your old colleaguss and frisnds who may be listening
this evening ?

Well, this is & wonderful opportunity indeed, and thank you for letting
me have this opportunity. I'z sur?‘ﬁpat I have friends averywhers in
Japan, because of my students in Oi;;aﬁk and those in Tokyc xust be
occupying important positione in induatry and commerce everywhere, in
the Ministries, and I would like to say to them how pleased I ax to be
back in Japan agein. T wish I could eee all of them, but I know that's
imposaiblo, there must be thousspds and thousande, and they're very
widely scattered; but wovld they plense accent my very test w'shes for
the future, and tell them that they are still remembered by thelr foruexr
teacher,

¥Well, thank you for that. What are your future plans or what are you
dscing now %

w311. I'm not an old man yst - I'm getting youngor every year - I'm 71,
and I'm nst going to stop working entirely, but I'm not going to work
80 hard,. I have to keep ny dicilonaries up-to-daje. Every fow yoars
there's a new edition, and when we have a new sdition wa have to keep
it up-to-date - put in the new words and improve it in various ways.

And then at home I have a large garden, and I'm very fond of gardening,
I work ia my garden - perhaps that keeps me well. PFPerhaps you have some
good ei%krciae too.

I wish you success, and have had & very good time this evaning. Thank
you very much indeed, and I hope your stay in Japan will be a plensant
one.

Theank you Mr. Ogawa, I'm sure it will, I've so many Irlends kere,.

END OF TAPE
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Excerpts from radio interview:

No 1:

No 2:

No 3:

No 4:

No 5:

No 6:

No 7:

No 8:

No 9:

No 10:

No 11:

No 12:

No 13:
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Earlly teaching experience in Japan. Employed to teach English Literature after a few months decided
main work to teach language. Talks about students.

Discussing his lectures and difficulties students had with speaking - students asking wrong questions ex
given — although they had very good reading skills.

Dr Palmer — how Hornby knew him. Interested in Palmer’s work — Hornby joined Institute became a
member - would write to Palmer about problems and began working in co-operation with Palmer.

Hornby’s position at Institute (Research Associate) — research work with Dr Palmer. Compiling of
collocations and vocabulary listed in English — had not been done before. Combed various dictionaries —
Shorter Oxford Dict/Webster published the Collocations report.

The concept of a learner’s dictionary. Hornby’s conception — need for a dictionary in English which was
not quite as difficult to use. Definitions easier to understand — follow through how he taught in the
classroom easy for his students. Decided on writing a dictionary with that kind of useful definition.
Syntax information — how to use a word — sentence pattern — information on nouns —
uncountable/countable.

Discussion on how long to produce Dictionary. Hornby 3 years prepare manuscript printed in Japan.

Hornby’s trip to USSR and other foreign countries. Hornby visited all over the world giving lectures for
the British Council. Soviet Union on holiday and guides (students) recognized his name (reprint of
dictionary and Guide to Pattern and Usage available in Russian translation) — and invited to Universities -
met with teachers of English in Russia - familiar with the work of Palmer - follow his theories and
practices. Russian teachers - very good teaching, very well informed in linguistic area and up to date.

Advances and developments in English teaching. Linguists in US and Europe publishing impressive
books but have not got through to schools yet. Hornby studying work and interpreting linguistics at a
practical level and features that can be dealt with at school level. Influence of audio visual aids — great
help but nothing can replace the teacher in the classroom.

Comparing US and UK methods/differences. In both US and UK face a big problem with language
teaching we haven’t got enough incentives — children know they can get by - so indifferent to language
teaching. Reading has been stressed too much - more oral work starting in Britain with experiment with
primary children learning French and German.

Recommending particular methods for teachers. Hornby - any method of teaching would be successful if
you have an enthusiastic teacher who knows English. If the teacher doesn’t know English well —he will
not get success - will not get results — teacher more important than the method. Recommend larger
portion of oral work based upon activity and a situational method (explains in detail). The mechanical
repetition of language used at a later stage when you have mastered the patterns through use.

Audio visual aids. Hornby - helpful to learner — the enthusiastic learner. BBC connection — World

Service — feature programme -English by Radio.

Tips and suggestions for future in English teaching. Hornby — generally chief emphasises must be placed
upon teacher training — no good having wonderful text books, wonderful aids — unless we have teachers
who are really good, who know English well, speak English well. Teachers should have economic
security so they don’t have to overwork (more than one job) — if they overwork can’t be a good teacher.

Hornby’s future plans. Hornby working on dictionary updates - every few years new edition new words
and improvements.
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