A ‘particular study’: John Trim’s work for modern languages in Europe
(1971-1997)

b. 1924

1966-1978: Director of Cambridge University Department of Linguistics
1969: Organized 2™ AILA Congress, in Cambridge

1971-1997: Director of the Modern Languages Projects of the Council of
Europe (part-time); chaired its working party on European unit-credit system

for adult language learning which produced The Threshold Level (later
adapted as Un Niveau Seuil).

Unit-credit scheme

1971 — initial RUschlikon symposium, Switzerland
1973 — initial set of papers published

1974 — The Threshold Level produced

1975 — The Threshold Level published

1976 — Un Niveau Seuil published

1977-81: Modern Languages (Project 4)

1981-1988: Learning and Teaching Modern Languages for Communication
(Project 12)

1978: became Director of CILT (the UK’s national Centre for Information on
Language Teaching and Research)

Support for Graded Objectives movement in UK (‘ossified’ in 1988 into
National Curriculum in England and Wales)

1989-1997: Language Learning for European Citizenship

A Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning,
Teaching, Assessment

1991 — initial intergovernmental Ruschlikon symposium, Switzerland

1997: Publication of first draft of Common European Framework of Reference
for Languages (CEFR)

2008 — Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers (re. use of the
Framework)

European Language Portfolio
1994: European Centre for Modern Languages, Graz, Austria.
2001: European Year of Languages
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