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Abstract
For me, culture has always been the òmagnum mysteriumó, endlessly rich 
and enchanting in its polysemous manifestations, òan arch wherethro , 

Gleams that untravelled world, whose margin fades, For ever and for ever 
when I moveó (Tennyson, Ulysses). In my version of the culture quest as a 
social psychologist, I have moved through four developmental stages, each 

associated with a questing mentor: 1. Aristotle ðthe eureka stage; 2. 
Mercator ðthe psychography stage; 3. Wundt - the idiocentric stage; 4. 

Bronfenbrenner ðthe systems stage.

Progression through these stages has brought me and the field of cross -
cultural psychology closer to the goal of understanding how an individualõs 

enculturation experience has interacted with his or her genetic endowment 
to produce the behavior characterizing that individual. I will describe 
these four stages as they emerged in my pilgrimõs progress, giving 

examples of my own research along the way, especially as it relates to 
issues of language and its interface with communication behavior. Finally, I 

will venture a futurescape for our scientific work in cross - cultural social 
psychology.

I hope that this story of my intellectual journey in culture will inspire 
listeners of this personal narrative to revision their approach to thinking 

about culture and studying topics of interest in language and social 
psychology. 
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Alternative title?

ÅEncountering, embracing,                
enumerating, and elucidating the               
magnum mysteriumof culture for cross-
cultural psychology
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