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Abstract
Does xenophobia really force migrants into assuming transnational status or returning home? In both cases the responses of international migrants are mixed, especially where their primary or ancestral home is in the less developed part of the world. It would depend on the extent of migrants’ awareness of what constitutes xenophobia as well as the presence of it. Xenophobia is both real and imagined and needs to be fully understood before a migrant’s decision to move or adopt multiple residences may be associated with it. Similarly, the idea of transnationalism is frequently clouded by mixed personal attitudes towards citizenship and belonging within the context of home and host countries. There is evidence throughout the world that the dehumanizing effects of xenophobia are real. There is also evidence that groups of people have been forced by discriminatory actions to leave the host country and return home. But at individual levels, do labour migrants return home simply because of xenophobia in the host country? Due to the association between migration and returns to and from employment, this paper will examine the extent to which international labour migrants from Africa are obliged to return home or accept transnational residence because of xenophobia. In the process, we will examine the dynamics of xenophobia and transnationalism. We will also discuss the effects of these decisions on future development in the host and home countries.
