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The purpose of this paper is to engage with theoretical issues of postcolonial condition and experiences of asylum-seekers and refugees’ integration (African migrants, Portuguese speaking Africa countries – Luso-African) in the West Midlands, in particular Birmingham. My theoretical focus is upon the relationship between postcolonialism and integration.  I argue that, in order to understand refugees’ experiences of integration into British society, an understanding of their colonial memory, based upon an understanding of the intellectual narratives of postcolonial literatures, is a prerequisite.  As such, this paper contends that the colonial past is important for our understanding of asylum-seekers and refugees, at least in part because their image and representation in the media is infused with the imagery of the past.  I also argue that the asylum-seekers’ integration into a community is hampered by their past colonial experience and what is more the host community’s perception of them is based upon the UK experience as the former coloniser.  Significantly, problems of integration result from a dualism which is established between the ‘periphery’, where the colonised are, and the ‘centre’, where the coloniser are located.  The gap between the two is still wide and they remain suspicious of each other.

The paper views the colonial past as an integral part of the problem of integration for asylum-seekers and refugees in the UK.  The debate on integration is linked to the geography and culture of the colonised countries.  Much of the debate is driven by the question of difference, cultural characteristics and historical roots which go back to the colonial past.
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