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Abstract    

Mozambique’s long experience of forced migration can be attributed largely to both the liberation and the civil wars, or by the natural hazards, which in its own right cause internal displacement. Before and during civil war (1976-1992) millions of Mozambicans fled to neighboring countries. Amongst these countries, Malawi was a major recipient of Mozambicans fleeing wars and/or natural disasters, and amongst the SADC regions Malawi has the largest refugee contingent from Mozambique. By the end of the civil war Mozambicans have been split into two or several households according to proximity to the borders. While the civil war has created a social and economic instability, the post-conflict situation itself has created “new households” those comprised of “two houses in two borders”. Transnational households, social and economic situation of Mozambicans have become one of the survival strategies. If in the recent past they have benefit from the routs. Actually these households formed during the civil war and after the General Agreement Peace have become the escape goat for a permanent mobility. Such mobility is facilitated by the “status of two houses in both borders”. What makes curious that situation is the fact of not “taking in account what is going in terms of rules”. Empirical evidences demonstrate that Mozambicans have taking advantage of this situation of seeking refuge across the borders. Women in Malawi did not follow their husbands by the time of repatriation. Men in this side did not join their wives and do commuting from one side of the border to another side. The paper reviews the testimony of community leaders, administrative authorities and villagers from Mandimba a border district with Malawi in relation to the way that they use migration and the split households as the social and economic strategy of survival. 

