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The recent literature on African Christianity in Europe has brought to bear a further dimension to our understanding of how African migrants conceptualise and construct ethnicity and citizenship in the Diaspora. In this paper I aim to build on this recent literature by looking at the way in which first generation Ghanaian Methodists in London construct a complex discourse in which ethnicity and citizenship appear irreconcilable and yet are inextricably linked. In fact first generation Ghanaian Methodists, besides their church of worship, are for the great part organised through highly encapsulated fellowships. These are characterised by the exclusive usage of Akan languages, a specific style of worship and the mutual assistance of its members through welfare practices. In this respect encapsulation is irreconcilable with our familiar and taken for granted idea of an active citizenship as grounded in deliberation, participation in the public sphere and contribution to the decision making process. Yet as I aim to show in this paper it is within these seemingly encapsulated communities that first generation Ghanaian Methodists construct their ideas of citizenship through the making of a diasporic Ghanaian identity grounded in the ideas of hard-work, respect for the rule of law, virtue and morality. Building on Aristotle’s concept of citizenship, as the foremost expression of virtue and goodness, and the preservation of harmony among citizens and the state, I call it ‘virtuous citizenship’. In doing so, I want to argue for a different conceptualisation of in relation to the making of citizenship and ethnicity among African diasporic communities.
