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Transnational Philanthropic Activities and Integration: 
The Moroccan Community in Germany
Abstract 

Kirsten Schüttler, M.A. 

Recently, the relationship between migration and development has received increasing international attention from researchers as well as policy-makers. In this debate diasporas’ transnational philanthropic activities are seen to contribute to the social and economic development of their origin countries. Several ministries and agencies for development cooperation have established funds to co-finance diaspora development projects. On the other hand, in the public discourse on integration the migrants’ attachment to their countries of origin is usually regarded as one obstacle to their successful assimilation. 

The paper focuses on the linkages between transnational philanthropic activities and integration. It portrays related theoretical discussions in migration research and gives an overview on some of the existing empirical evidence. Taking the Moroccan community in Germany as a case study it is argued that no clear link can be drawn between transnational philanthropic activities and integration. At the outset, the migration waves to Germany, the social structure of the diaspora and further fault lines within the community will be described in order to show that a diaspora is always heterogeneous. Secondly, the cross-border philanthropic activities of the Moroccan diaspora will be analyzed. Based on non-representative semi-structured interviews with sixteen Moroccan associations in Germany it will be argued that in this case the more integrated migrants are the more they are able to engage in transnational activities such as development projects.
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