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This paper provides a quantitative overview of recent trends in migration from Africa to the UK, with some contextual information for the EU as a whole. In the UK, the Black-African ethnic group has grown at a very rapid rate over the last 15 years, driven by high rates of international migration and high fertility. While many migrants during this period have been motivated by the imperative to seek asylum from conflict or political repression, migration for economic reasons has also been strong. In the late twentieth and early 21st century, the rapid growth of the UK economy created substantial demand for skilled workers from Africa, particularly health professionals.

The paper will examine the various streams of migration between Africa and the UK, and examine the circumstances of different categories of migrant in the UK, drawing upon data from ONS migration estimates, the Census of Population and Labour Force Survey for the UK and Eurostat data for the remainder of the EU. There are great contrasts in the social and economic circumstances of African people living in the UK. Those who have migrated for work experience better employment and living conditions than many people from minority ethnic groups, but many still suffer from discrimination and those who arrived as asylum seekers or refugees tend to have low rates of employment, and poor housing and social conditions. The paper explores the factors underlying the relative advantage or disadvantage of African people living in the UK.

